
Inspection of Lady Mount Pre-School 
Group
Ladymount Catholic Primary School, Portal Road, Pensby, Wirral, Merseyside CH61 
5YD

Inspection date: 7 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have good relationships with staff, who are caring and supportive. A high 
staff-to-child ratio means children receive quality time and attention, which 
promotes communication and language well.

Resources are readily accessible for the children to select themselves and support 
exploration and independent learning. Children are encouraged to become creative 
and critical thinkers when working with cardboard rolls, large beads and blocks. 
They balance them on top of each other, working out the best possible position to 
create a long, attractive wall. The staff members support the children to share and 
work together. They ask some good questions, such as 'what would happen if…?' 
which enable the children to think, make decisions and work together.

Reading is a high priority at the setting, and stories are listened to attentively by 
children. Staff check children's understanding of new words that are explained and 
put into context, such as our autumn walk or our autumn 'stroll'. Children share 
books together and are excited by the contents. They are engaged, read 
independently and cooperate very well, using many pre-reading skills. A love of 
reading is promoted well.

Staff prioritise independence, communication and language, and these aspects are 
encouraged continuously. They eat their own lunches with the children and model 
language, using the words 'pinch' and 'pull' to explain how to open packets. Many 
children succeed very well, and other children politely ask for help. Conversations 
about healthy food, birthdays, what the children did that morning, and their 
families are rich in content, vocabulary and meaning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and her staff are very knowledgeable and passionate about 
providing children with high-quality experiences. They value each other and are 
supported well by the voluntary management committee and the school, which 
is in the same building. The team continually evaluates the space and resources, 
thinking about the children, their interests and needs. For example, they have 
recently purchased steps to enhance physical development. Children's 
imagination is encouraged, and the steps can be used by the children as a stage 
to engage in theatrical activities. Staff plan following children's interests. This 
maintains children's curiosity, and they become effective learners, contributing 
to their good progress.  

n Staff training and their consistent caring approach has a positive impact on 
behaviour and self-regulation. The children are very well behaved, polite and 
kind, and happily accept they may need to wait to use equipment. The manager 
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is a reflective practitioner and believes behaviour management must continually 
be evaluated to have an impact on children.

n The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) has a wealth of knowledge 
about the children. Working closely with staff, they identify needs and put 
programmes in place, ensuring children catch up and make good progress. The 
SENCo alongside the pre-school staff work very well together with other 
agencies to ensure children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) are included and make exceptional progress.  

n The manager and her staff promote equality and diversity. They prepare children 
for life, encouraging them to respect British values and also the diverse society 
we live in by celebrating some religious festivals, such as Holi and Diwali.

n Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, staff appreciate that children missed out on 
wider, real-life experiences. The staff use an interactive screen to show children 
environments outside of their local area, to develop knowledge of different 
places and other cultures. They plan to start visits to a care home again, to build 
children's confidence, widen their understanding of the world and develop 
essential social skills in preparation for their future lives.

n Parents are very supportive of the setting and the staff, saying they are 
experienced, attentive and caring to each unique child. They believe the weekly 
communication is exceptional, and they love the photos, information, 
developmental and progress reports shared with them. They welcome the ideas 
on how to support learning at home and information about events.

n Parents and staff exchange information prior to children starting to attend the 
pre-school and moving on to the Reception class. This is caring, informative and 
appropriate. Parents and staff are less able to exchange detailed or confidential 
information during the daily drop off to the pre-school. This restricts the 
partnership working between parents and their children's key person.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The pre-school is secure, and regular risk assessments are implemented, indoors 
and outdoors, to keep children safe. Staff have a secure knowledge of all 
safeguarding policies and procedures. They would report instantly any suspicions of 
abuse, including drug-related exploitation or signs of radicalisation. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop further ways to broaden children's understanding of the wider world and 
cultures

n consider alternate ways to provide a quality daily transition into pre-school 
between the key person and a child's carer.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 306417

Local authority Wirral

Inspection number 10233594

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person Ladymount Pre-School Voluntary 
Management Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907714

Telephone number 01516488005

Date of previous inspection 29 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Ladymount Pre-School Group registered in 1984. The pre-school opens Monday to 
Friday, from 8.45am until 3.15pm, term time only. The pre-school employs seven 
members of staff. All hold appropriate early years qualifications, ranging from level 
3 to level 6. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Dawn Day
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager. 
n Parents shared their views of the pre-school with the inspector. 
n The inspector talked to children during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual/registered individual about 

the leadership and management of the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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