
Childminder report

Inspection date: 25 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy regular outings with the childminder to the library, local woods, 
cafes and playgroups. The childminder is aware that some children have missed 
out on social opportunities since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. Children 
learn to play alongside others and meet people in their community. They learn how 
to act in different social situations and behave well.

Children settle quickly. The childminder prioritises children's emotional security. She 
understands that sometimes younger children seek comfort from toys or familiar 
items, such as blankets. Younger children bring them in each day but do not need 
them in her care as they are reassured by her presence. Children show that they 
feel safe with and comforted by the childminder. For example, younger children 
climb on to her lap smiling.

Children are resilient and develop a can-do attitude. For example, when they fall on 
their bottom on the grass, they quickly react to her encouragement and jump up 
smiling and continue to play. The childminder has high expectations for all children, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. She carefully 
builds on what children like and can do. Children confidently explore a suitably 
challenging range of activities, and the childminder intuitively adapts her teaching 
and extends their play. Children are well supported in their learning and 
concentrate for long periods of time. All children make strong progress over time 
from their starting points.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children benefit from regular songs and rhymes. The childminder sings using 
different tones of voice and volume to show meanings, such as urgency, in 
songs. Younger children listen attentively and laugh with delight as they 
anticipate the tickle on their tummies at the end of the rhyme. Children benefit 
from caring and quality interactions as they develop their communication and 
personal skills.

n The childminder models language well and uses the correct pronunciation of 
words. After recent training, she has reduced background noise to support 
children's language acquisition. Although she repeats noises to encourage 
younger children's early speech, she does not always break down the flow of 
words to help younger children learn new words and what they mean.

n Children enjoy plenty of fresh air and active play as they run, kick balls and play 
catch. They learn to manage appropriate risks as they use the slide 
independently. Children develop control of their bodies and coordination skills.  

n Children's personal and social skills are promoted well. The childminder uses a 
variety of ways to support these from an early age, including constantly high-
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quality interactions. She initiates games with younger children and they 
remember to fall down when she says 'go'. Children learn to use different facial 
expressions and to maintain eye contact.  

n The childminder encourages children to make independent choices about their 
play. At times, she encourages them to choose what and how they play. For 
example, younger children focus as they build towers with small board books. 
However, she has not fully considered how to support children's independence. 
Sometimes, the childminder steps in too quickly to help children with their care 
needs, such as washing their hands and putting on their shoes. Children are not 
always supported to develop their self-care skills.

n The childminder ensures that children understand how to behave well in her 
setting. She is an excellent role model and shows younger children how to tidy 
up together. They happily help her to put the books and bricks away. Children 
learn to understand rules and boundaries.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. The childminder regularly shares 
information about children's progress. She provides information to support their 
care and learning at home. Parents comment positively on the childminder's 
communication with them and the trusting relationship she builds with children 
and their families.

n The childminder understands the importance of partnership working. She 
explains the benefits of working with other professionals. She shares information 
and attends meetings as children start attending other settings. This helps them 
to settle and continue to make good progress with their learning.  

n The childminder ensures that her early years knowledge remains current. 
Following recent changes to guidelines, she has reduced unnecessary 
paperwork. This helps the childminder to spend more time with children and 
focus on her already good interactions with them.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder completes training to ensure her child protection knowledge 
remains current. She explains the signs and symptoms that can indicate that a 
child is at risk of harm or neglect. The childminder has a suitable understanding of 
her role and responsibility to report any such concerns to the relevant authorities. 
She understands how to report any concerns about other adults that work with 
children. The childminder has robust procedures to help protect children in her 
care. She takes steps to minimise any risks and carefully supervises children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the teaching of language to help younger children to learn and 
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understand new words
n develop children's independence skills further, so that they learn to manage their 

own self-care needs. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 304151

Local authority Cheshire West and Chester  

Inspection number 10209833

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 1

Date of previous inspection 27 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1990 and lives in Northwich. She operates her 
provision all year round from 7.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank 
holidays and family holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Williams

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and took that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss 
the childminder's intentions for children's learning.

n The inspector observed the childminder delivering a planned activity and 
discussed children's learning. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.  
n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting. 
n Parents shared their written views of the setting with the inspector. The 

inspector took account of their views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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