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raising standards
improving lives

Inspection date 12 August 2015

Previous inspection date 26 January 2011

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Outstanding 1
early years provision Previous inspection: ~ Outstanding

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Outstanding 1
range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Outstanding 1
of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Outstanding 1

early years provision
The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

B The childminder has high expectations of all children and focuses on helping them to
become confident and independent learners. The quality of her teaching is
inspirational. Her questions and commentary throughout activities are sharply focused
and purposeful. As a result, children are exceptionally well prepared for the next stage
in their learning, such as starting school.

B The childminder rigorously completes observations and assessments of all children.
These meticulously inform her planning of an excellent balance of child-initiated and
adult-led learning activities, to ensure children continue to make rapid progress.

B The childminder is passionate about her work and uses her local facilities to extend the

range of learning experiences offered and to enable children to be more involved in
their wider community.

B The childminder has a full and thorough understanding of her responsibility to meet the
safeguarding and welfare requirements. She has a comprehensive knowledge and
understanding of child protection and the procedures to follow should she have any
concerns about any children in her care.

B Children clearly demonstrate that they feel emotionally secure. They have frequent
cuddles and are content to sit and play near the childminder. The childminder has a
superb understanding of how to promote children's good behaviour according to their
age and disposition.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B maintain the proactive approach to continuous professional development in order to
sustain the outstanding practice already achieved and ensure that it remains sharply
focused on children's ever-changing individual needs.

Inspection activities

B The inspector spoke with the childminder and the children at appropriate times
throughout the inspection.

B The inspector observed play and learning activities in the childminder's home and
garden and discussed children's learning with the childminder following an activity.

B The inspector looked at children's assessment records and the planning documentation.

B The inspector reviewed evidence of the childminder's suitability to work with children,
her safeguarding policies and procedures and a range of other supporting
documentation.

B The inspector took account of the views of parents provided in writing.

Inspector
Ron Goldsmith
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is outstanding

The childminder has an excellent understanding of how to promote children's learning.
She provides stimulating activities with exceptional levels of challenge, so that all children
develop skills they need for their learning at school. Children write and can draw complex
shapes. They identify and solve problems and test their knowledge out in different ways.
For example, when looking at the letter 'b' they talk about taking a ride on a bumpy bus,
to take a boat trip. A wealth of exciting resources can easily be reached by children. They
enjoy finding out and exploring for themselves. For instance, children independently
choose a magnifying glass to examine insects and each other. Therefore, they develop a
growing awareness of themselves and the world. The childminder recognises the
importance of sensory play to children's development, and skilfully asks children to
consider using all their senses. She knows the children well and caters superbly for their
individual learning. As a result, they make extremely good progress within short periods of
time.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
outstanding

There is a highly stimulating learning environment both indoors and outdoors. Children
confidently access resources and show eagerness to explore and learn. They play
independently in the pirate ship or move confidently through the trees to the play house.
The childminder promotes children's awareness of healthy living. They talk about the
purpose of bones in the body and why hearts beat faster after exercise. Children know
what foods help them to grow up 'big and strong'. The childminder uses her garden and
the local area to provide high-quality learning opportunities. Children are happy, motivated
and thrive due to the excellent care they receive. The childminder is an excelent role
model and consistently supports children's social skills. Therefore, children share, take
turns and learn independence. The childminder provides lots of praise and encouragement
that significantly improves children's self-esteem and confidence. This helps children
prepare well for their next stages in learning and for school.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is outstanding

The childminder is totally committed to providing an excellent service. She meets all the
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage. The childminder carefully monitors the
learning and development of each child. She makes sure there are excellent systems put
in place to ensure the welfare of every child. She attends workshops and training and
completes research to further develop her knowledge. Her qualifications, training and
experience have a very positive impact on the quality of care she provides to children. The
childminder recognises the need to continue her professional development, in order to
keep maintaining her outstanding practice. She reflects on and evaluates what she
provides to make sure there is continual improvement. Her partnerships with parents and
others involved in children's lives are exceptionally well established. This leads to excellent
communication between all involved and exceptional outcomes for children.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 304059

Local authority Cheshire West and Chester
Inspection number 855060

Type of provision Childminder

Registration category Childminder

Age range of children 0-14

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 8

Name of provider
Date of previous inspection 26 January 2011

Telephone number

The childminder was registered in 1985. She lives in Great Sutton, Ellesmere Port. The
childminder operates Monday to Friday, all year round between the hours of 7.30am and
6pm, except for family holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate early years
qualification at level 3.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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