
Childminder report

Inspection date: 28 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder interacts lovingly with children, which helps them to feel happy, 
safe and secure. Children aged three years, attending since they were very young, 
show high levels of independence and confidence. The childminder encourages 
them to do many things for themselves, such as chopping and peeling fruit. The 
childminder delivers an overall effective and broad curriculum, including through 
providing outings. This helps children, including those in receipt of additional 
funding, to make very good progress. Children aged three years are already well 
prepared for school. They demonstrate excellent focus and engagement and a 
wonderful love of learning. They develop a wide range of knowledge and skills.

Children have secure emotional attachments to the childminder and thrive in her 
care. Younger children enjoy regular cuddles or sharing the childminder's knee 
while listening to a story together. Children aged three years are eager to share 
their achievements with the inspector, such as writing or tracing their names. They 
receive ample praise and encouragement from the childminder, which helps to 
foster their self-esteem. The childminder models and encourages children's 
important social skills. This is reflected in children's positive behaviour. Three-year-
old children demonstrate good friendships while engaging in many activities 
together and sharing conversations. The childminder reminds younger children to 
be careful when vigorously shaking homemade instruments, to avoid accidentally 
hurting their friends.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder continually observes and assesses children's progress. She 
shares this information with parents, for instance, through progress reports, 
'wow' moments and records of children's learning. However, she does not always 
identify and precisely plan for what she wants two-year-old children to learn next 
in their physical development.

n The childminder works closely with parents to help children to settle in, which 
helps to promote their emotional well-being. She gathers important information 
that helps her to meet children's individual needs, follow home routines and find 
out what children already know and can do. The childminder shares ample 
activity ideas to help parents to prepare their children for moving on to school.

n The childminder encourages younger children to learn new skills that help them 
to develop independence. For example, she reminds two-year-old children to put 
their hoods on first, before placing their arms in the sleeves. Children beam with 
pride as they receive high levels of praise from the childminder when they 
successfully put on their coats. 

n The childminder builds on children's learning and enjoyment as she 
enthusiastically interacts with them. She enhances three-year-old children's play, 
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for example, by introducing long strips of felt when they adapt the home corner 
role-play area into a restaurant. 

n Children show impressive scissor skills, concentration and perseverance as they 
cut felt material. They spontaneously use mathematical language while 
explaining that they are making 'short spaghetti'. The childminder builds on 
children's early writing skills as she encourages them to take her food order, for 
example.

n The childminder supports children's early communication skills in many effective 
ways. For example, she sings with children, reads stories in an engaging way 
and provides a commentary during activities. However, she does not always give 
children time to think and respond to open questions, or model words correctly, 
including those which children mispronounce.

n The childminder extends children's learning, for example, as they take part in 
sensory play and craft activities linked to stories. For example, she asks three-
year-old children if they can remember which of the little pig's houses was the 
strongest. The childminder encourages children to think about how they might 
be able to make their models more secure when they fail to remain intact.

n Children have varied opportunities to practise and develop their large physical 
skills. For example, toddlers use sit-and-ride toys and two-year-old children push 
themselves along while manoeuvring the scooter. Three-year-old children hold 
out their arms to carefully balance, while walking on the squiggly line. All age 
groups of children love joining in with action songs.

n The childminder introduces discussions during mealtime routines and hygiene 
routines that help children to develop an early awareness of practices that 
contribute to a healthy lifestyle.

n The childminder distributes questionnaires to parents to help evaluate and 
improve the quality of the service she and her co-childminder provide. However, 
she does not reflect on her individual practice, in order to identify professional 
development that will strengthen her practice further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a secure understanding of safeguarding issues, including who 
to contact in the event of a child protection concern. She supervises children 
closely to minimise accidents and help children to stay safe. The premises are 
secure and access is stringently monitored by the childminder to prevent 
unauthorised individuals from entering. For example, visitors and parents gain 
access via the closed-circuit television doorbell system. The childminder helps 
children to learn about keeping themselves safe. For example, she explains why 
she is sweeping up the pasta and why children need to pick up resources that fall 
on the floor.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n identify and plan for children's next steps in their physical development even 
more precisely

n strengthen the quality of interactions to support children's communication and 
language skills to the highest level

n build on the systems for reflecting on practice and identifying professional 
development that will help to raise the quality of education.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 303076

Local authority Rotherham

Inspection number 10308063

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 4

Date of previous inspection 21 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1998 and lives in the Anston area of Sheffield. She 
operates all year round, from 7.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Thursday, except for 
bank holidays and family holidays. The childminder works with another childminder 
and has an assistant registered for emergency back-up care only. She provides 
funded early education for three-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Ayo
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder.

n The inspector observed the areas of the premises used for childcare purposes 
and the care routines and activities taking place.

n The inspector held discussions with the childminder to understand how she 
organises her early years setting and the curriculum. She observed the quality of 
education during activities and assessed the impact on children's learning.

n The childminder and the inspector carried out a joint evaluation of an activity.
n The inspector viewed written feedback from parents, including responses from 

questionnaires.
n The childminder shared relevant documents, including evidence of first-aid 

training.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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