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raising standards
improving lives

2807171

Registered provider: Seed of Light Limited

Full inspection

Inspected under the social care common inspection framework

Information about this children’s home

This home registered with Ofsted in November 2024 and is owned and operated by a
private company. It provides care for up to four children who may experience social and

emotional difficulties.

At the time of the inspection, two children were living in the home, and their views were
sought.

The home is led by a qualified and experienced manager. They were present during the
inspection.

Inspection dates: 25 and 26 June 2025

Overall experiences and progress of good
children and young people, taking into

account

How well children and young people are good

helped and protected

The effectiveness of leaders and managers outstanding

The children’s home provides effective services that meet the requirements for good.
Date of last inspection: not previously inspected

Overall judgement at last inspection: not applicable

Enforcement action since last inspection: not applicable
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Inspection judgements
Overall experiences and progress of children and young people: good

Children benefit from living in a warm, welcoming and well-maintained home. The
environment is spacious and thoughtfully furnished to a good standard. Children are
encouraged to personalise their bedrooms, which allows them to express their
individuality and feel a sense of belonging.

Effective children’s meetings provide an opportunity for children to express their wishes
and feelings. Alongside this, regular one-to-one conversations are held between the staff
and children. They discuss important issues and concerns for the children. For example,
staff ensure that they support a child with their chosen identity. The child feels
comfortable speaking with staff about how they identify. This helps the child to feel
heard and valued.

The children are currently not in a school provision. The manager and staff are working
to find suitable provisions that meet the children’s individual needs. This work is in
partnership with the children’s social workers and educational professionals. Staff can
engage a child in learning while they are not in a setting and support routines by
providing both community-based opportunities alongside bite-size education sessions in
the home.

Children receive comprehensive support with their physical, emotional and psychological
well-being. Staff are responsive to the children’s needs and know when there are
changes in the child’s presentation. Staff understand the traumatic experiences that the
children have had. Reflective practice is underpinned by bespoke training in the home’s
preferred model of care, with input from the organisation’s therapeutic team and the
wider professional network.

How well children and young people are helped and protected: good

Children are safer because staff understand the risks that they can face. Risk
assessments and care plans provide clarity and direction for staff. When there is an
incident of concern, the manager and staff reflect on the plans and adjust if required.
Assessments of risk are made in collaboration with the multi-agency network and are
well balanced between keeping the child safe and allowing them to take age-appropriate
risks. This means that all agencies work in a well-coordinated manner.

There is a proactive approach to missing-from-home episodes. When incidents occur,
there is a comprehensive response from staff and managers. Following incidents, debrief
discussions are held with the child and the staff involved. Safeguarding professionals are
appropriately informed and contribute to plans to minimise future risks. Staff have
received training from a police missing-persons coordinator, which has strengthened the
professional response to any incidents.
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Safeguarding incidents are managed effectively, with strong oversight from the manager.
All incidents are reviewed to ensure learning and development. This learning is regularly
shared, and staff refresh their safeguarding knowledge during regular and reflective
supervision sessions and team meetings. However, not all serious events have been
reported to Ofsted in line with regulatory requirements.

The manager and staff strongly advocate for the children, who are subject to restrictive
court orders, to ensure that any restrictions to their liberty are proportionate and are
regularly reviewed within the wider safeguarding network. Consequently, a robust multi-
agency approach is in place to meet the children's individual needs.

Thorough recruitment procedures are in place to ensure that staff working with the
children are suitable to do so. The manager has effective systems in place to monitor
and review their continued suitability.

The effectiveness of leaders and managers: outstanding

The manager is innovative and highly ambitious. He is committed to providing a home
where children can flourish. He acts swiftly to address any shortfalls. The manager has
excellent support from a senior leadership team that is equally committed to the care
and progress of the children. This is an integral part of the home and its success.

The manager is always visible and regularly works with the children directly. He has a
detailed understanding of each child and is fully involved in their care planning from the
outset. This allows the manager to not only build strong relationships with the children
but also to model his style and strategies to support staff in their learning and
development.

The manager’s oversight of the care provided to children is excellent. He knows what is
happening in the home daily. The manager has developed strong systems to assist him
in monitoring the quality of care and the daily operations of the home. The manager
regularly carries out management audits and promptly addresses outstanding actions.
This ensures that standards of care continue to improve.

The staff team reports feeling supported by the manager. The staff are highly motivated
and happy in their jobs. The team has worked through a turbulent time at the home.
Despite this, staff remain committed to the children, and the support from leaders and
managers has been key to them remaining focused on the care and support of the
children.
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What does the children’s home need to do to improve?
Recommendation

B The registered person should notify Ofsted and other relevant persons if one of the
situations specified in Regulation 40(4)(a)-(d) occurs, or if there is an incident relating
to the protection, safeguarding or welfare of a child living at the home that the
registered person considers to be serious. (‘Guide to the Children’s Homes
Regulations, including the quality standards’, page 63, paragraph 14.10)

Information about this inspection

Inspectors have looked closely at the experiences and progress of children and young
people, using the social care common inspection framework. This inspection was carried
out under the Care Standards Act 2000 to assess the effectiveness of the service, how it
meets the core functions of the service as set out in legislation, and to consider how well
it complies with The Children’s Homes (England) Regulations 2015 and the ‘Guide to the
Children’s Homes Regulations, including the quality standards’.
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Ofsted
Children’s home details
Unique reference number: 2807171
Provision sub-type: Children’s home
Registered provider: Seed of Light Limited

Responsible individual: Sophia Bounia

Registered manager: Andy Brierley

Inspector

Caroline Coop, Social Care Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence, write to the Information Policy Team, The
National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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