
Childminder report

Inspection date: 6 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder offers a warm welcome. Children are happy to come in and they 
settle quickly. Parents are confident to leave their child in 'capable and loving 
hands'. The childminder has an ethos of kindness and respect, this forms the basis 
of all practice and is evident in her approach. The environment is calm and relaxed, 
children are well looked after and feel safe.

The childminder plans and implements a curriculum to ensure all children make 
progress. Children choose freely from a selection of age and stage appropriate 
resources. They move contentedly from one thing to another, showing engagement 
and enjoyment. The childminder gently guides and plays alongside the children, 
ensuring opportunities for learning are met.

The childminder welcomes and encourages positive partnerships. She enjoys good 
relationships with parents, children, and outside agencies. This is achieved with 
openness, trust, and a commitment to best possible outcomes for children. The 
childminder shares and receives information about the children which she uses to 
sculpt practice to suit the individual. This means children feel listened to and enjoy 
care and learning suited to their needs.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder speaks confidently about the children. She describes their likes 
and abilities and how activities are chosen to suit specific needs. For example, 
toy animals are made available for children who have shown an interest in them. 
The children play with the animals, and the childminder utilises the opportunity 
to teach children early maths skills.

n The childminder consistently communicates clearly with the children. She calmly 
provides a constant narrative. This helps children to understand what is 
happening as well as increase their vocabulary. The childminder names objects, 
then pauses and repeats, giving children time to comprehend and respond. She 
uses body language and tone to engage and involve the children. She shows 
good awareness to the needs of children with more than one language. 

n The childminder shows consideration for the children, she frequently checks in 
with them making them feel valued. She consistently seeks permission or 
approval before doing anything. This helps to give the children a feeling of 
control and autonomy. This is achieved even with all children including those 
with little or no language. Children are given choices such as if they would like to 
play outside, and when they are ready to have snack. Children's behaviour is 
good. 

n The childminder regularly rotates her resources to create excitement and 
interest in the environment. This engagement helps provide opportunities for 
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learning and development. She describes reintroducing the toy kitchen and 
selection of play food. Children offer the childminder a choice of play food, she 
accepts and pretends to eat, and they copy. She prompts children to remember 
what the food is and when they have eaten it. 

n Children bring their own food from home which they eat together at mealtimes. 
This provides opportunity for the children to be sociable and learn skills needed 
for school. The childminder sits with them and eats, reminding them of expected 
behaviour and good manners. The childminder has good knowledge of dietary 
requirements and allergies.

n The childminder is committed to continual professional development and looks 
ahead to ensure future training is booked. She makes good use of her existing 
knowledge and training as a Montessori teacher as well as early years 
frameworks to help assess child development and plan for next steps. This 
information is shared with parents. 

n The childminder adopts a gentle approach to settling in and works with the child 
and parents to accommodate their needs. She works hard to build positive 
relationships, understanding the child is at the heart of all practice. She works in 
partnership with other professionals to ensure consistency and best possible 
outcomes for children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen links with home to further support transitions and incorporate 
different cultures and ethnicities.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2759663

Local authority Richmond Upon Thames

Inspection number 10349529

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 6

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in November 2023 and lives in the London Borough of 
Richmond upon Thames. She operates all year round from 8am to 4.30pm, Monday 
to Wednesday, except for bank holidays and family holidays. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Zoe Duggan

Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation.

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they 
ensure it is safe and suitable.

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises their 
early years provision including the aims and rationale for their EYFS curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of the education being provided across the 
setting, both indoors and outdoors and assessed the impact on children's 
learning.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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