
Childminder report

Inspection date: 19 September 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy songs and rhymes. They copy animal sounds and learn about tempo 
and dynamics, such as fast and slow, loud and quiet. Children sit on cushions to 
look at books with the childminder. They listen attentively as the childminder reads 
stories that link to their interests in minibeasts. The childminder extends this 
learning and encourages children to take part in creative play. Children use their 
hands to touch and manipulate dough in different ways. For example, they roll 
dough to create a body and legs for their spider. Children show how they can use 
their imagination as they add eyes, a moustache and a hat to their spider creation. 
The curriculum impacts positively on children's early literacy, physical skills and self-
expression through creative play.

Children enjoy their time in this welcoming home-from-home environment. They 
show a positive attitude to their play and learning. Children demonstrate how they 
are considerate of their peers as they share resources well. They use good 
manners and say 'please' and 'thank you'. The childminder places a good focus on 
children's emotional development through her curriculum. For instance, she 
ensures that children have opportunities to socialise with other children and adults. 
This prepares children well for the wider social network of school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder offers a broad and varied curriculum for children. She carries 
out regular assessments of children's progress and shares this detail with 
parents. The childminder provides home learning packs and resources to 
parents. She supports them well to extend their child's learning, including a love 
of reading. 

n The childminder considers children's interests and experiences that they may not 
yet have participated in when planning her curriculum. For example, she takes 
children on public transport, such as buses and trains. Children visit local farms 
and parks where they can play in the sand and use larger climbing equipment. 
The childminder also takes children on routes where they see sculptures of 
characters from the story 'Room on the Broom'. Children have opportunities to 
enhance their physical skills and understanding of the world well. 

n Children copy actions to clap, wiggle and jump. They show how they can listen 
and follow instructions as they stretch, yawn and shake their hands. The 
childminder encourages children to experiment with different ways of playing 
instruments. For example, she gives children direction to shake and tap 
instruments above their heads and behind their backs. Children give the 
childminder a high five when the session ends, showing their enjoyment of 
movement and dance. 

n The childminder has good knowledge of how to support children's early 

Inspection report: Childminder report
19 September 2024 2



language development. For example, she introduces words in context, such as 
when she reads. The childminder encourages children to use a mirror to look at 
their mouth movements as they speak. However, she does not always consider 
involving other professionals to help enhance her already good practice where 
children's speech is delayed. At times, the childminder expands on what children 
say by adding one or two words. However, she does not do this consistently to 
support children to begin to link words in play. 

n Children wash their hands ready for snack. They decide which colour plate they 
will take from the drawer. Also, what they will eat from the choices available. 
Children sit at the table and feed themselves independently. They learn good 
hygiene practice and how to manage their own needs. 

n The childminder follows children's interests well. She supports them to roll a 
coloured dice and match the numbers to those printed on a card. Children count 
one to six independently, showing their early mathematical progress.

n The childminder considers her professional development and undertakes relevant 
training to enhance her knowledge and practice. She reflects on her practice and 
makes changes to benefit children's learning and development.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider working in partnership with other professionals to help enhance the 
good support already in place where children's speech development is delayed

n consider how to consistently support children to begin to link words as they play. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2758756

Local authority Wakefield

Inspection number 10349544

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 9

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2023. She lives in Wakefield, West Yorkshire. The 
childminder operates all year round from 7:30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, 
except for bank holidays and family holidays. The childminder provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. She holds a relevant 
level 3 qualification. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Tucker

Inspection activities

n The childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk together. They 
discussed how the childminder organises different aspects of learning.

n The inspector considered parents' feedback and discussed working with different 
families with the childminder.

n The childminder spoke to the inspector about children's learning and 
development with a particular focus on communication and language. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint evaluation of an activity with the childminder.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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