
Inspection of Fearnley Day Nursery
Fearnley Day Nursery, 1 Belmont Avenue, Low Moor, Bradford BD12 0PD

Inspection date: 25 July 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children get off to a strong start in their early education at this warm and 
welcoming nursery. Staff build trusting relationships with children and their families 
from the outset, getting to know them well. They create a calm and nurturing 
environment where children feel safe, secure and valued. As a result, children 
arrive with smiles on their faces, eager to greet their friends and begin their day.

The curriculum is ambitious and thoughtfully designed to give all children the best 
possible start in life. Staff recognise each child as a unique individual and have high 
aspirations for their development. They plan a broad range of activities and 
experiences based on children's interests and next steps in learning. For example, 
children eagerly take part in group games such as 'What's in the Box?', where they 
are encouraged to name the animal or insect they select, describe its colour and 
habitat, and mimic its sound. As a result, children display positive attitudes to 
learning, showing strong curiosity, engagement, and enthusiasm.

Staff are positive role models and have high expectations of children who follow 
the nursery's routines and boundaries well. They consistently support children to be 
kind and respectful through reminders and consistent praise to reinforce their good 
behaviour. Children learn good manners, for example saying 'please' and 'thank 
you'. They are confident and are encouraged to develop their self-esteem and to 
behave well. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) is 
a key strength of the nursery. Staff build trusting and respectful partnerships 
with parents to ensure that children who require early help receive timely and 
effective support. The nursery also works closely with external professionals 
such as speech and language therapists and occupational therapists to provide 
tailored interventions that meet each child's needs. As a result, children with 
SEND are successfully included and thrive in the nursery environment. 

n Staff actively promote children's independence as part of their preparation for 
future learning. Children are supported to manage their own self-care such as 
using the toilet and washing their hands before meals. The learning environment 
is thoughtfully organised to encourage choice and autonomy, enabling children 
to lead their own play. As a result, children develop into confident and 
independent learners.

n Leaders and staff help children and their families to adopt healthy lifestyles. 
They provide nutritious snacks and meals and encourage parents to pack healthy 
lunch boxes. Children enjoy daily outdoor play where staff provide support to 
help them develop their strength, balance and coordination. Staff are aware of 
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the impact of poor oral health and have prioritised teaching children about good 
oral health in the curriculum. For example, toddlers take home the nursery bear 
and practise brushing his teeth with their parents. 

n Overall, staff support children's communication and language development well. 
They provide ongoing narration of children's play, introduce new vocabulary and 
encourage meaningful conversations. For example, children enjoy speaking in 
small groups about their families and who brought them to nursery that day. 
However, at times, staff do not consistently use the correct names for objects or 
model accurate pronunciation. This occasionally limits children's ability to 
develop clear and correct use of English. 

n Leaders are committed to continuously improving the nursery provision. They 
regularly reflect on practice and evaluate how it can be enhanced. Staff are 
supported through observations and supervision meetings to identify strengths 
and areas for development. A wide range of training opportunities are available 
to develop staff knowledge and skills further. For example, leaders have 
prioritised embedding mathematics across the curriculum and actively promote 
this through a 'Maths Champions' programme. As a result, staff feel valued, well 
supported and happy in their roles.

n Partnerships with parents are generally strong. Parents value the caring 
relationships that staff develop with the children. They comment on the 
nurturing, friendly and welcoming environment that staff provide for their 
children. Staff share regular updates and photos through daily conversations and 
online platforms. However, parents are not always fully informed about their 
children's next steps in learning or how they can support this effectively at 
home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support all staff to consistently model the correct pronunciation of words when 
speaking to children

n continue to strengthen partnerships with parents to ensure they are fully 
informed about their child's next steps in learning, enabling them to support and 
extend learning at home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2758716

Local authority Bradford

Inspection number 10414284

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 41

Number of children on roll 62

Name of registered person Fearnley Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2758718

Telephone number 01274 691443

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Fearnley Day Nursery Limited registered in 2023 and is located in the Low Moor 
area of Bradford. The nursery is open all year round from 7.30am until 5.30pm 
Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and a week at Christmas. The nursery 
employs 12 members of staff. Of these, eight hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 and one at level 2. The nursery offers the government-
funded places for childcare and receives specific funding for disadvantaged 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jennifer Cowton
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector through written and 
verbal feedback. 

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.  

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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