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Childminder report

Inspection date: 29 September 2025
Overall effectiveness Inadequate
The quality of education Inadequate
Behaviour and attitudes Inadequate
Personal development Inadequate
Leadership and management Inadequate

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is inadequate

The childminder does not promote children's welfare. She fails to effectively
monitor concerns in a child's life to ensure she can identify issues at the earliest
possible time. The childminder does not plan or implement a curriculum that
supports children to make good progress in their learning. She does not challenge
and extend learning opportunities for children to achieve their next steps in
learning. The childminder is unable to robustly evaluate her practice to make
meaningful improvements. Additionally, the arrangements for children with special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) do not provide effective support to
help these children achieve.

The childminder and her co-minder understand the importance of developing
children's communication skills. However, the childminder does not consistently
encourage children to learn new vocabulary and practise their speaking skills. For
example, when she plays with children she does not recognise how to introduce
new and interesting words and use conversations to extend children's learning.
This does not inspire children to continue learning and enhance their thinking.

That said, children are settled in the childminder's home. The childminder and her
co-minder have built secure bonds with the children. Children confidently access
resources and generally behave well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder does not make sure she swiftly identifies possible patterns of
concern for a child. Therefore, children's welfare is not assured. The childminder
has knowledge of what the local procedures are and a suitable policy in place.
However, she has failed to follow these procedures.

B The childminder does not ensure that the curriculum is sufficiently challenging
for all children. She knows the children well, including their interests and next
steps. However, the childminder fails to use this information effectively to plan
exciting and challenging experiences that build on what children already know
and can do. This means that children do not make good progress in their
learning.

B The childminder does not support children with SEND successfully. She has
identified that using signs and visual cues will support language development.
However, she does not use these consistently. The childminder has not worked
closely with professionals or persistently pursued guidance and advice to help
her gain knowledge that will further support these children.

B While mealtimes are managed safely, children receive limited interaction from
the childminder at these times. For example, routine tasks take her away from
direct engagement with the children and she does not start conversations with
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them. As a result, some young children are sitting in high chairs, with limited
interactions for long periods of time and become bored. This does not support
young children's communication and physical development.

W The childminder does not consistently support children to make progress in their
learning and development. She encourages children to play with blocks and adds
some mathematical language, such as 'big’, and helps children to count
accurately. However, when children lose interest, the childminder does not
skilfully encourage them to maintain their concentration to build on what they
already know and can do.

m Although the childminder has completed actions that Ofsted raised at previous
regulatory visits, she has not shown she is able to meet requirements
consistently. She is not able to evaluate her practice accurately to identify
weaknesses. While she has undertaken a range of training, she has not been
able to effectively target this to improve her teaching skills.

B The childminder communicates with parents sufficiently. She shares information
about children's day and relevant assessments.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

There is not an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date

implement robust safeguarding 20/10/2025
procedures to ensure that possible
patterns of concern in a child's life are
monitored effectively and share
information in a timely way to ensure the
needs of all children are met

ensure arrangements to support children |20/10/2025
with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND) are meeting children's
needs effectively

improve skills and knowledge to ensure |15/12/2025
children receive high-quality education,
with particular reference to teaching
skills
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establish a curriculum that considers all | 15/12/2025
areas of learning to ensure children

thrive and make good progress in their

learning

use the information obtained about 15/12/2025

children to implement a challenging and
enjoyable learning experience, that is
tailored to the individual needs of
children.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2757050

Local authority Central Bedfordshire
Inspection number 10420680

Type of provision Childminder

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of

inspection 1to4

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2023 and lives in Houghton Regis. She operates all
year round except for bank holidays and family holidays. She works full time with a
co-minder. Sessions are Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 6pm. She holds a
relevant early years qualification at level 3. The childminder provides funding for all
eligible children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elke Rockey

Inspection activities

B The childminder talked to the inspector about their curriculum and what they
want the children to learn.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, and assessed
the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector reviewed several written testimonials from parents during the
inspection and considered their views.

W The inspector and childminder evaluated an activity together and its impact on
children's learning.

B The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation,
including accident forms, suitability checks and the childminder's paediatric first-
aid certificate.

B The inspector spoke with the childminder, her co-minder and the children at
appropriate times throughout the inspection.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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