
Childminder report

Inspection date: 1 August 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children benefit from an exceptionally strong start to their early education. The 
childminder is passionate about providing the highest standards of care and 
learning. She has created a wonderful environment, both indoors and outside, to 
promote children's curiosity. This leads to children becoming highly engaged in a 
wide variety of interesting activities. These are carefully planned to support children 
to make progress towards the next steps in their learning. Children demonstrate 
high levels of concentration as they use different tools to make shapes from play 
dough. They all join in the actions to familiar songs with considerable enthusiasm 
and are delighted to introduce the inspector to a new song. Outside, older 
children's knowledge is extended as they decide if objects are natural or made. 
Throughout all of these experiences, children are given opportunities to develop 
their communication and language skills. The childminder introduces a wealth of 
new vocabulary to the children. She encourages younger children to repeat words 
and phrases. Older children are supported to use increasingly longer sentences to 
describe what they are doing.

The childminder recognises the importance of promoting children's emotional well-
being. She knows that this is essential in supporting all aspects of children's 
development. She offers cuddles and reassurance to children if they seem 
unsettled. There is praise and encouragement for children who are trying 
something new, such as balancing on the apparatus outside or walking 
independently. The childminder is an excellent role model, treating children with 
kindness and respect. This helps children to play alongside their friends in a 
wonderfully calm and purposeful manner. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder, who works closely with a co-childminder,  has developed a rich 
curriculum that she regularly reviews. This is shared with parents so they 
understand the knowledge and skills their children will develop. There is a strong 
focus on promoting children's communication skills, independence, and their 
physical development. They also have opportunities to be introduced to so much 
more, such as becoming 'brilliant bookworms', 'fantastic friends' and 'excellent 
explorers.'

n The childminder is highly skilled at taking advantage of spontaneous 
opportunities to promote children's learning and development. When children 
show an interest in tape measures, she helps them to recognise the numerals. 
She then encourages them to explore the difference in their heights, by 
comparing the lengths of the tape measures. She introduces some children to 
the word 'camouflage' as they notice that objects in the water tray are the same 
colour as the liquid. This approach fully promotes children's positive attitude to 
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learning as she builds on their curiosity.
n There is a strong focus on supporting children to be ready to move on to pre-

school or school. She has identified the key knowledge and skills she wants 
children to develop to help them with this transition. This includes helping them 
to become increasingly independent, for example, managing their own clothing 
and serving their own food. She plans activities to promote sharing and taking 
turns.

n The childminder is extremely knowledgeable about child development. She 
understands how to sequence learning and adapts activities skilfully, so they are 
appropriate to individual children's ages and stages of development. She carries 
out regular observations and is alert to identifying children who may need extra 
support in order to make progress. If this is the case, she works closely with 
parents and makes referrals to other agencies, if required.

n Children benefit from spending a considerable amount of time outdoors, both in 
the large garden or out and about in the local community. They enjoy picnics 
and outdoor cooking. They develop their imaginations as the childminder creates 
experiences such as a beach day in the garden. 

n Children's behaviour is exemplary. The childminder helps children to understand 
the reason for simple rules, such as using walking feet indoors. Children are 
polite, helpful and kind to their friends. Carefully chosen stories help children to 
recognise and celebrate differences and similarities between themselves and 
others. 

n Parents are highly positive about the care provided by the childminder. They are 
delighted with the progress their children make. They also comment on the 
varied and healthy food provided. The childminder recognises the importance of 
supporting parents to develop their children's learning at home. She regularly 
suggests activities and sends home resources to support this. 

n The childminder is highly reflective. She accesses a vast range of different 
training and development opportunities to enhance her knowledge and 
understanding even more. She uses her observations of children to review and 
develop her practice. She explains how the changes she has recently made to 
the learning environment have led to children becoming more engrossed in their 
play and learning. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2756051

Local authority North Yorkshire

Inspection number 10349422

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 14

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2023 and lives in Brompton on Swale, North 
Yorkshire. She operates all year round from 8am to 5.30pm, Monday to Thursday 
except for family holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate qualification at 
level 3. She works alongside a co-childminder and an assistant. The childminder 
offers funded early years education to two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Batchelor

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder.

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they 
ensure it is safe and suitable.

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises the 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for their curriculum. 

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they like doing while with the 
childminder.

n Parents submitted written feedback for the inspector to consider.
n The inspector reviewed a sample of documentation provided by the childminder.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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