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Inspection date: 20 August 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle in well at the welcoming and homely environment provided by the 
childminder. They anticipate a day of fun and learning and are eager to explore the 
many exciting activities that the childminder has planned for them. The childminder 
carefully considers the learning environment, ensuring all children engage in a wide 
range of activities. She has planned and developed a curriculum that builds on 
children's existing knowledge and current interests. For example, for those children 
who prefer to play outside, the childminder creates a stimulating learning 
environment in which they can grow and harvest their own produce. Both the 
development of their physical skills and their understanding of the natural world 
are very well supported.

The childminder interacts warmly with children. She supports their emotional health 
by offering reassurance when needed and gently interacting during care routines. 
Children learn to behave very well, and the childminder provides praise when 
children are kind and gentle to each other. She is an excellent role model, which 
positively impacts on the way that children treat both the environment and each 
other.

The childminder ensures that all children engage in a range of activities that meet 
their ages and stages of development. For example, very young children are given 
smaller obstacles to climb to help them to develop the skills to climb larger 
equipment, such as a slide and steps. They are delighted in the praise they receive 
for their perseverance.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, the childminder has worked hard to implement positive 
changes to her provision. She has reduced the number of children she cares for 
and developed her curriculum to support younger children and babies effectively 
in their learning. This has had a positive impact on the quality of teaching and 
learning, and all children make strong progress from their starting points. She 
makes sure that any assistant childminders that she works with receive ongoing 
support and training opportunities.

n The childminder successfully motivates children to learn, and they are eager to 
take part in the broad range of activities provided. Older children mix herbs and 
count the leaves as they make a 'soup' in the outdoor play kitchen. Younger 
children show their delight and squeal with excitement as they hold up a soft toy 
character in response to the childminder reading 'The Gruffalo'. They make the 
sounds of the animals when the childminder leaves plenty of time for them to 
respond.

n The childminder uses observation and assessment well to identify what it is 

Inspection report: Childminder report
20 August 2025 2



children need to learn next. Parents are provided with regular updates on 
children's learning and how to support this at home. However, on occasion, the 
childminder does not fully include children's next steps in her planning. 
Consequently, children are not consistently supported to make the progress they 
are capable of. Despite this, overall engagement and enjoyment in activities are 
high.

n Children develop a love of stories through regular interactive story times. The 
childminder ignites children's imagination effectively through her storytelling 
techniques. Children are encouraged to give their thoughts and share what they 
know about favourite characters in a story. At these times, children's 
communication and language is considered. However, this can be inconsistent 
and there are times, such as during general play, when children's emerging 
vocabulary and speech are not as well supported. 

n The childminder's curriculum provides children with a range of activities that 
they may not have previously experienced. Children visit bakeries and 
greengrocers, which are experiences that link to activities they enjoy in the 
childminding setting. They mix with children from different backgrounds when 
they visit libraries and local parks. This helps to enhance children's 
understanding of the wider world and the community in which they live.

n The childminder teaches children about the importance of a healthy lifestyle. 
This positively influences children's attitudes towards exercise and healthy eating 
habits. For example, the childminder provides a wide range of home-cooked and 
nutritious foods, which children thoroughly enjoy. Children regularly help in 
harvesting and cooking the produce that they have grown in the garden. They 
are learning to be independent in their own self-care, washing and drying their 
hands when required. Children anticipate an enjoyable time as they run around 
with their friends in the fresh air.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the focus on promoting children's next steps in learning during 
activities

n extend children's early language skills when interacting with them and during 
play.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2741675

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10379967

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 8

Date of previous inspection 3 December 2024

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2023 and lives in Fareham, Hampshire. She operates 
Tuesday to Thursday, 8am to 5pm, all year round. The childminder provides 
government funded early education places for children aged from nine months to 
four years. She works alongside assistants, all of whom hold appropriate childcare 
qualifications up to level 4. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tina Lambert

Inspection activities

n The childminder joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspector about their curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n The inspector interacted with the children during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the childminder.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.

Inspection report: Childminder report
20 August 2025 4



We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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