
Inspection of Kiddi Caru Day Nursery 
and Preschool Brislington
216 Allison Road, Brislington, Bristol BS4 4NZ

Inspection date: 5 August 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are resilient and motivated learners. Staff help them to feel safe and 
secure in the nursery environment. Relationships between staff and babies are 
sensitive, warm and caring. The key-person system is well established and supports 
children at every stage of their learning journey. Consequently, children develop 
well, feel confident to try new things and explore their learning independently.

Recent changes to the adapted curriculum ensure that it is broad and balanced to 
help most children secure the knowledge and skills they need for their future 
learning. For example, staff read stories that children know well. Staff help children 
recall sequences of familiar stories and create new versions using their imagination. 
Staff model listening attentively and respond to children's ideas, extending their 
language and helping them to feel valued. Consequently, most children build on 
what they already know and develop strong foundations for their wider learning 
and development. 

Staff promote children's physical development. Babies enjoy practising their walking 
skills. They cruise between furniture and test their balance walking up and down a 
ramp freely. Babies choose where to play between the inside and outside 
environments. Older children test themselves, climbing on the climbing frame, 
ladders and rope swings. Staff help children to take risks independently and 
manage their safety well. Consequently, children learn to keep themselves safe and 
meet their key milestones.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders know that staff training and development is a priority to ensure that 
staff deliver the curriculum well. They know that some staff deliver the 
curriculum with more success than others. Leaders work in partnership with 
other nurseries across the chain to provide mentoring and coaching for staff to 
develop their practice on key areas of the curriculum. Although this is having 
some impact, children do not receive consistently high-quality educational 
experiences to help them make the progress they are capable of. 

n Children benefit from effective care practices that prioritise their well-being. For 
instance, staff ensure children have a calm and safe sleeping environment to 
help them rest when they need to. Staff work with parents to agree sleep 
arrangements. This helps staff know how children like to fall asleep. Staff 
provide them with warm cuddles and stay with children until they are settled. 
They regularly check children during their nap times and follow safe sleep 
procedures well.

n Leaders take effective action to support staff's workload and well-being. They 
listen to staff and parents' views and respond swiftly to feedback and address 
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any concerns raised. This helps build a positive and reflective culture where 
leaders, staff and parents work together to ensure that all children flourish. 

n Staff capture children's curiosity through sensory experiences to motivate them 
to learn. For example, they help older children make their own dough, choosing 
scents and flowers to add to their ingredients. Children mix their mixture with 
enthusiasm and enjoy the feeling of the 'squelchy' dough on their hands. 
However, staff do not always challenge the children further in their learning so 
they can solve problems and further develop their critical-thinking skills.

n Children enjoy making marks in a range of ways to support their development in 
expressive arts and design. They bring ideas from home and develop their tripod 
grip, making marks and giving meaning to them. Staff model how to extend 
children's interests by listening to their ideas and providing a range of surfaces 
for children to paint on. Children proudly share their drawings and marks with 
their peers. 

n Staff support children's communication and language in a range of ways. For 
instance, babies find animals hidden in coloured paper. Staff sing nursery rhymes 
to babies as they explore, reinforcing the name of the animal they find. This 
helps babies to learn new vocabulary. Babies giggle and babble with excitement, 
enjoying the rich time staff provide to help develop their speaking skills. 

n Staffing arrangements are effective most of the time. However, leaders do not 
always deploy staff well. For example, sometimes at mealtimes, staff do not 
have the capacity to meet all the children's needs as well as they could. During 
these times, children become restless, bored or upset waiting for too long, which 
impacts negatively on some children's enjoyment and engagement. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to deliver the curriculum more consistently across the nursery so 
that children receive high-quality teaching experiences to help them achieve the 
progress they are capable of

n strengthen the deployment of staff across the nursery during transition times to 
consistently meet the needs of all children

n ensure staff provide sufficient challenge to support the older children's critical-
thinking skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2734011

Local authority Bristol City of

Inspection number 10414356

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 123

Name of registered person The Childcare Corporation Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902737

Telephone number 0117 9728234

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kiddi Caru Day Nursery and Preschool Brislington registered in 2023. It is located in 
Brislington, Bristol. The nursery opens each weekday, from 7.30am to 6pm, for 51 
weeks of the year. The nursery employs 22 staff. Of these, the manager holds 
qualified teacher status, nine staff hold an early years qualification at level 3 and 
one at level 2. A further 11 staff are unqualified. The nursery offers government-
funded places for childcare and receives funding for disadvantaged children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Lihou
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Inspection activities

n Leaders joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n The inspector talked to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n The inspector and the manager carried out joint observations of planned 
activities.

n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.
n The inspector held a leadership and management meeting with leaders. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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