
Childminder report

Inspection date: 1 July 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are confident and happy in the childminder's care. The childminder knows 
children very well as individuals. Before children start with her, she finds out all 
about them from parents. She uses this information when children start in her care 
to provide activities that interest them and help them settle. The childminder is 
skilled at asking children questions to assess their knowledge and understanding. 
She uses this information to plan for future learning activities to ensure children 
continue to make good progress. As activities are so well matched to children's 
individual needs, they sustain their interest and involvement for periods of time. 

The childminder is a positive role model to children. She supports children to 
resolve minor conflicts by themselves. For example, when children say a friend has 
said something to upset them, the childminder encourages children to talk to each 
other about how they are feeling. The childminder encourages children to be as 
independent as possible. For example, when children struggle to get their shoes 
on, she shows them what to do and then gives children plenty of time to attempt 
this themselves. Children are kind and helpful. They notice their friend is still 
struggling with their shoes so offer to help without being prompted. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since registration, the childminder has developed an ambitious and effective 
curriculum. She has carefully considered what children need to be able to know 
and do before they go to school. The childminder carefully tracks the progress 
children are making and swiftly speaks to parents and puts interventions in place 
if children are not making the progress she would expect. The childminder would 
now like to access more training to develop the quality of teaching to the highest 
level. 

n The childminder supports children to become confident communicators. 
Throughout the day, the childminder asks thoughtful questions and gives 
children plenty of time to respond. She introduces new vocabulary to children 
and explains what words mean. For example, children find a bee in the garden 
and describe a bee's wings as see through. The childminder explains to children 
that another word for see through is transparent. 

n Overall, children's behaviour is good. The childminder encourages children to 
take care and be responsible for the local environment. She supports children to 
regularly take part in litter picking in the community and to learn about 
recycling. Back at her home, on occasion, the expectations for children are not 
always consistent. For example, at tidy-up time, some children choose not to 
take part as they are not sure what to do. 

n The childminder supports children to understand about the world around them. 
Children are curious and ask many questions to the childminder to further their 
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knowledge and understanding. For example, children notice ice has melted. 
They ask the childminder for more ice and she encourages them to predict how 
long they think it will take for the ice to melt. 

n The childminder introduces mathematical language to children as they play. For 
example, she explains to children that when something has two items of the 
same weight, they are equal and balance. Children begin to use this language 
themselves.

n Parents speak positively about the care the childminder provides. They 
appreciate the suggestions she makes to support children with their next steps 
at home. Parents feel the childminder really gets to know children as individuals 
and that she is always professional and approachable. 

n The childminder supports children to understand about being healthy. Before 
snack and lunchtime, children wash their hands with soap and water. They 
explain they have to use soap as this stops germs from spreading. The 
childminder supports children to learn about good oral health by sharing books 
about teeth and visiting the dentist. At lunchtime, the childminder promotes 
discussion with children about the different foods they have in their lunch boxes.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide children with consistent expectations so all children know what to do. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2733471

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10399778

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 3

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2023. She lives in Sawtry, Huntingdon. The 
childminder operates all year round, from 7am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except 
for bank and family holidays. The childminder holds qualified teacher status. She 
offers funded early education. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emily Lofts

Inspection activities

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they 
ensure they are safe and suitable.

n The childminder and inspector discussed how the childminder plans her 
curriculum and how she assesses the impact this has had on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector viewed written feedback from parents and took account of their 

views. 
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Childminder report
1 July 2025 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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