
Childminder report

Inspection date: 15 September 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children in this setting benefit from a warm, welcoming and nurturing environment, 
where their individual needs are prioritised. The childminder greets each child 
personally, fostering a strong sense of security and belonging from the moment 
they arrive. Routines are well established, which enables children to settle quickly 
and feel confident in exploring the space independently. The childminder plans 
thoughtfully tailored activities, such as sensory baskets, music sessions and 
outings, that spark curiosity and encourage learning through play.

Children's independence is actively promoted. They are supported in making 
choices, self-feeding and engaging in everyday routines such as tidying up and 
practising good hygiene. Effective communication from the childminder supports 
children's emerging language and social skills. Close observation ensures that their 
emotional and physical needs are met promptly and sensitively.

From the outset, the childminder actively establishes and sets clear and consistent 
expectations for children's behaviour, guiding them to behave well. She 
demonstrates kindness, patience and respect in her interactions, setting a strong 
example for children to follow and emulate. Children understand what is expected 
of them, behave well and demonstrate positive attitudes to their learning.

Strong partnerships with parents underpin the high-quality care provided, with 
open, regular communication enabling a shared approach to each child's learning 
and welfare. The childminder's proactive attitude to professional development, 
safeguarding and inclusion means children are placed at the centre of all decision-
making. Children flourish in a safe, stimulating environment, developing 
confidence, curiosity and the foundations they need for future learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder focuses clearly on helping children develop independence skills. 
She builds on what children already know and considers their next steps. She 
adapts her teaching to meet the individual needs of each child, drawing on her 
understanding of their learning styles and interests.

n The childminder follows each child's individual routine to help them settle into 
the environment. New children in the setting appear confident and have already 
established a positive relationship with the childminder.

n The childminder positively interacts well with children and supports learning, but 
younger children are not always encouraged to take safe risks. This hampers 
children's ability to explore their curiosity and ideas with increasing confidence.

n The childminder actively joins in, singing along and encouraging children to 
experiment with sounds and rhythms. She provides a variety of instruments and 
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creates opportunities for children to express themselves through music, helping 
them build confidence and develop their creativity.

n Children regularly explore and learn about their world, enjoying outings, where 
they meet and socialise with new people. For example, children go on weekly 
trips to the local library for singing and story times and play at local parks. They 
build relationships as they mix and play with other children at toddler groups. 
Children also safely explore and play in the garden.

n The childminder closely monitors the curriculum and plans purposeful activities 
that connect to children's next steps, helping them make good progress. She 
regularly shares information with parents, enabling them to support their 
children's development at home.

n Parents speak highly of the childminder and appreciate the support they receive 
in caring for and meeting their children's needs. They particularly value the daily 
feedback and the use of communication diaries, which keep them updated each 
day about their child's experiences and progress. Parents also welcome 
opportunities for more in-depth discussions about their children's development 
and next steps.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop strategies to encourage safe risk-taking, particularly with younger 
children, to improve the quality of interactions to enable them to explore their 
curiosity and ideas further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2727948

Local authority Reading

Inspection number 10399531

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 0

Total number of places 5

Number of children on roll 2

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2023. She lives in Reading, Berkshire. The 
childminder offers care from Monday to Wednesday, from 8am to 6pm, all year 
round. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rochelle Anderson

Inspection activities

n The inspector and the childminder held a discussion to understand how the early 
years provision and curriculum are organised.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents through their written 
feedback.

n The childminder spoke to the inspector about their learning intentions for the 
children.

n The inspector checked evidence of the suitability and qualifications of the 
childminder and household members.

n The childminder and the inspector held a safeguarding discussion.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.
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If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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