
Childminder report

Inspection date: 5 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder knows children well, which enables her to be sensitive to children's 
needs. For instance, the childminder recognises that some children take longer to 
settle when they first arrive in the morning. The childminder spends time helping 
children to feel comfortable by giving them her attention and offering them toys 
that she knows that they like playing with. This helps children to develop strong 
bonds with the childminder and supports them to quickly engage in their learning.

The childminder tracks children's progress to establish where they need additional 
support. For example, when the childminder identifies that some children need 
support with their language skills, she implements effective strategies to promote 
their progress. This includes singing with children and role modelling sounds and 
words in an age-appropriate way. Children respond positively and enjoy these 
interactions with the childminder.

Children show positive behaviour to the childminder and their friends. The 
childminder promotes good manners, such as reminding children to say 'please' 
when they ask to play with certain toys. The childminder also encourages children 
to take on responsibilities, such as sweeping the floor after they finish their 
activities. Children then choose to help the childminder when it is time to tidy up, 
which demonstrates their understanding of how they are expected to behave.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder is proactive in her approach to identifying training, which helps 
her to continue to meet the needs of children. For instance, she has completed 
specialist special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) training. This gives 
her a secure understanding of how she can effectively support children and 
helps her to improve her practice. 

n Before children start at her setting, the childminder meets with families, so that 
she can get to know them and begin building positive relationships. This enables 
her to learn about children before they start, such as their interests and where 
they are in their development. This helps children to quickly adjust and settle 
with the childminder. The childminder regularly assesses what children have 
learned, which helps her to plan for their ongoing progress.

n Overall, teaching is strong. The childminder understands how to sequence 
learning, which helps children to build on their knowledge to reach their 
milestones. The childminder secures children's learning by repeating activities 
and experiences to ensure that this knowledge is embedded. For instance, she 
supports children to develop early writing skills by encouraging them to paint 
along dotted lines in different directions. However, on occasion, her curriculum is 
overly ambitious and this does not fully enable her to set age- and stage-
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appropriate targets for children's learning.
n The childminder supports children to take appropriate risks. For example, she 

guides children well, so that they can safely climb across the furniture. Children 
listen and follow the childminder's instructions, which helps them to understand 
how to manage risks for themselves.

n Children benefit from activities that support them to develop their physical skills. 
For instance, they choose to pick up pom-poms from the floor using sticky 
rollers. The childminder encourages them to take the pom-poms off from the 
sticky rollers. Children focus their attention on this before resuming the activity 
again. This helps them to develop their fine motor skills.

n The childminder supports children well during mealtimes by ensuring that she 
supervises them while they eat. However, she does not consistently encourage 
children to make healthy food choices, which does not fully support children to 
understand how to keep themselves healthy.

n Parents praise the childminder for her ability to organise the provision, so that it 
stimulates children to engage in their learning. The childminder shares the 
activities that she arranges to promote children's development and this inspires 
parents to continue these activities at home. Parents are fully informed about 
their child's development, and the childminder is quick to identify any concerns 
that she may have regarding children's progress. The childminder is 
knowledgeable about additional services that may benefit children, which she 
shares with parents, so that they can access further support. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the curriculum to more precisely reflect children's ages and stages of 
development

n encourage children to make good choices around the food they eat to support 
their developing understanding of how to keep themselves healthy.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2723820

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10331822

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 9

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 11

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2023. She lives in the Chineham area of Basingstoke, 
Hampshire. The childminder operates her service all year round. She is a qualified 
secondary school French teacher. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Kiely

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder.

n The childminder discussed the early years curriculum with the inspector. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The childminder and the inspector carried out a joint evaluation of a group 

activity.

Inspection report: Childminder report
5 February 2024 4



We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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