
Inspection of MayGardens Little 
Learners
St. Richards Church, Sussex Crescent, Northolt UB5 4DR

Inspection date: 5 June 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are excited to explore this incredibly stimulating nursery environment. 
Staff work extremely hard to plan a curriculum that has clear purpose and that is 
personalised to children's individual learning needs. All staff know children well and 
offer them high levels of support as they engage in all the activities on offer. 
Children demonstrate that they are fully focused on the learning on offer. They are 
making exceptional progress when working towards meeting their individual 
milestones. 

Staff fully understand the importance of ensuring that children feel emotionally 
secure at nursery. Children have clear, strong bonds with staff, whose level of 
nurture for the children in their care is commendable. Children enjoy the calm 
atmosphere of the sensory room where they can feel a range of textures under 
their feet, listen to music and pat and move small balls as they explore the light 
station. Children show high levels of respect for each other as they take turns and 
play together. Children respond well to the calm and respectful way that staff 
engage with them and enjoy their continuous praise.

Staff ensure that children are always engaged in movement to support their 
physical development. Circle times involve clapping hands, tapping knees, marching 
and stamping feet. The inside climbing area provides opportunities to climb over 
and under equipment. Staff support children in the garden to learn the techniques 
to swing, kick large balls, move in and out of tyres, and climb and slide down 
slides.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff use role-play experiences to support children to learn about their local 
community. They guide them as they progress through the nursery and enjoy 
visiting their library, train station, GP practice and post office. Children show 
deep levels of engagement in these real-life experiences on offer to explore. 
Staff engage them in language-rich conversations as they self-select a range of 
real items to purchase in the role-play shop, unload their trollies, pay for their 
shopping and then place it in small bags. This supports children's knowledge and 
understanding of the world and their communication and language skills.

n Children are fully aware of staff's expectations for their behaviour and they 
behave exceptionally well. They follow the clear nursery routines for tidying 
away after playing, dressing themselves for outdoor play and in using their 
manners during mealtimes. Staff model how to deal with any disputes that occur 
and teach children the importance of sharing. Staff show a passion for teaching 
children to show respect for one another. This is evident in the way they speak 
to children and how children respond.
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n Staff fully understand how and when to support children as they problem-solve. 
For example, they offer advice as children construct their houses using a range 
of different shapes. They support them as they explore which of the different-
sized cars fit through the tunnel. Staff provide them with the mathematical 
language for the different shapes and support them in understanding the 
language of size.

n Children fully understand where their food comes from as they are provided with 
a range of growing opportunities throughout the year. They plant basil and 
pumpkin seeds and use these to cook with in the mud kitchen. They are 
supported exceptionally well in understanding the importance of healthy eating. 
Children are exposed to daily opportunities to try a range of whole fruits and 
vegetables during snack times. Staff support them in learning the names of what 
is on offer. They encourage children to try to talk about the different textures 
and tastes and their likes and dislikes. The nursery chef shares children's 
favourite recipes with parents, so these healthy cooked meals can also be 
enjoyed at home.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery. They feel that they are valued and listened 
to and fully involved in their children's learning. They are grateful for the 
emotional support and can see huge progress in their children's confidence and 
social skills. They are regularly invited to discuss their children's progress and 
are offered ideas to help at home. They feel that their children are fully prepared 
for their next stages, including starting school. 

n Leaders are passionate about all children achieving their full potential. Staff are 
given personalised and tailored training. They talk confidently about how this 
has impacted greatly on their practice. The rigorous assessment and evaluation 
of each child's progress and extensive partnership working ensures that all 
children make exceptional progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2723309

Local authority Ealing

Inspection number 10392427

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 11

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 60

Name of registered person MayGardens Little Learners Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2723308

Telephone number 020 3915 3793

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

MayGardens Little Learners registered in February 2023. It is situated in Northolt in 
the London Borough of Ealing. The nursery is open five days per week from 7.30am 
to 6.30pm, for 51 weeks a year. The nursery offers the government funded places 
for childcare.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Penny Harman
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk to discuss what staff 
want children to learn. 

n Staff and children spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector carried out general observations of children and staff interacting. 
n The manager carried out a joint observation of an activity with the inspector. 
n The inspector spoke to a range of parents to seek their views on the nursery. 
n Leaders engaged in a meeting with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at a range of relevant documents. 
n The inspector tracked the experience of a range of children at the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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