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improving lives

Inspection date:

20 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Good
The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Not applicable



Oféted

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Caring staff greet children on arrival at this welcoming nursery. Children show
friendliness to one another and are eager to see their peers. Staff build positive
relationships with children and get to know families very well. For example, they
find out about children's likes and dislikes before they start. Staff use this
information to prepare resources that appeal to children's specific interests. This
helps children to settle quickly and feel safe and secure in the environment.

Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. They help children to
understand the rules and boundaries of the nursery by establishing these from the
start. Children respond well to requests and instructions from staff, who give
positive praise and recognition of achievement. Children are eager to please the
warm and friendly staff. They display positive behaviour and are respectful to each
other.

Children make good progress in their learning. Staff plan an ambitious curriculum
with activities to encourage children to be curious and have a positive attitude to
their learning. For example, they set up toys and resources to appeal to children of
all ages. Staff skilfully question children to find out what they know and can do.
Children stay at activities for long periods of time and are very engaged.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Children have a wealth of activities to choose from and the curriculum appeals to
children of varied ages and stages of development. Staff plan themes that relate
to the seasons. For example, children explore the smell of real flowers. They dip
them in coloured water and enjoy investigating different textures and varied
sensory experiences during their play.

W Staff set up quiet areas in the hall to help children to manage their feelings and
behaviour. Staff encourage children to identify what they are feeling and how
their actions may have an influence on others. Children learn strategies to
express how they are feeling towards others. For example, children learn to 'use
their words' instead of reacting physically. This helps children to begin to learn
how to self-regulate and understand right from wrong.

W Staff provide positive interactions for children's learning. For example, they pick
up on children's interests and help them to find resources to enhance their play.
On some occasions, however, staff do not consistently use opportunities to teach
new concepts or to challenge children's learning even further.

m Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities have good support
from staff. They have individual and targeted support for their learning, which
helps to close gaps in development. Staff build links with external professionals
who are involved in children's care as well as establishing strong partnerships
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with parents. This supports high levels of continuity for children's care and
learning.

W Staff promote early literacy and mathematics through everyday activities. For
example, children have access to a wide range of books. They recognise that
print has meaning and attempt to tell stories by using picture cues. At snack
time, even the youngest children identify their own name labels and present
them to staff to tell them that they are ready to eat. They are encouraged to
count objects in their play and overhear the use of positional language, such as
'over' and 'under’.

W Staff regularly provide a variety of meaningful opportunities for children to gain
experience in their local community. For example, children visit the shops and
nearby library. They can identify similarities and differences between themselves
and their peers and can say what makes them unique. However, in some areas
of the nursery, there is less opportunity to encourage children's curiosity to learn
about diversity and culture in the wider world.

W Staff speak positively about the manager and say that they are well supported.
Regular supervisions and team meetings help staff to feel valued and content in
their role. The team works well together to constantly reflect and improve their
practise. Staff are given the opportunity to complete training and then
implement suggested strategies within the nursery. This helps to improve the
quality of the service that they provide.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B support staff to strengthen their teaching strategies to consistently best support
children's learning

W provide opportunities for children to learn about the diverse lives of people with
backgrounds and cultures that are different to their own.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2721423

Local authority Kent

Inspection number 10327496

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register
Day care type Sessional day care
Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Vince, Danielle
Telephone number 07930250449

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Explorers registered in 2023 and is based in Sheerness, Kent. The nursery
employs three members of childcare staff. Of whom, all hold a relevant early years
qualification at level 3. The nursery opens from 8.45am to 3pm, on Mondays,
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and from 8.45am to 11.45am, Thursdays and Fridays,
term-time only. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kate Williams
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Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

B The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took
account of their views.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.

B Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.

B Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B The manager provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on
request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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