
Inspection of Manor Farm Day Care 
Ltd
Western Barn, Appletree Road, Chipping Warden, Banbury OX17 1LH

Inspection date: 21 October 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children and their parents are welcomed by staff as they arrive, and children are 
happy to go into their group room to see their friends. All children are supported 
well at this nursery. Staff help children learn to be considerate of others. When 
children bang bricks on the table to make a loud noise, staff see other children 
cover their ears. Staff carefully explain that their friends are covering their ears 
because they do not like the noise. This helps children understand the impact their 
actions can have on others. 

Staff care for toddlers and pre-school children in the same room. They make sure 
each child has appropriate attention and activities to promote their learning. During 
matching games, older pre-schoolers help their younger friends find the pictures 
and work well together. Babies can see into the toddler and pre-school room, and 
siblings or friends have contact with one another during the day. Older babies are 
confident to explore and build positive relationships with the staff. Staff are gentle 
and caring; they give babies reassurance and cuddles, which contributes to them 
feeling safe and a sense of belonging at nursery. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers work effectively with the staff. They communicate well to 
ensure everyone understands their role and responsibilities in the nursery. Staff 
are encouraged to improve their knowledge and skills through ongoing training 
and reflective practice. Recently, staff have introduced simple sign language as 
an additional method to support and improve children's communication. The 
provider reflects that this has a positive impact; children have quickly learned 
new signs, such as for 'more' and 'thank you', and parents say their children use 
these signs at home.

n Children are interested and curious about the activities. Staff talk to them and 
demonstrate how to use tools with the play dough and help children think about 
what they are doing. Children try out different tools to get the best effects. They 
know that one rolling pin is too big, one is not long enough, and one is just 
right. The positive involvement from staff supports children to keep trying when 
they come across challenges. 

n The staff know their key children well and plan for each child's learning. Overall, 
they know what children are interested in and support them to move towards 
their next steps. However, staff are sometimes unclear about what they want 
children to learn from activities and how they can extend their learning.

n Overall, staff interact with children effectively as they play with them. Children 
become engaged, as staff are enthusiastic and positive in their language and 
approach. Sometimes, however, staff do not plan small-group activities 
effectively enough to ensure they are meaningful for each child taking part. This 
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results in some children becoming distracted and they lose interest.
n Staff help children to learn what behaviour they expect of them. They talk to 

children and involve them in agreeing the 'nursery golden values'. The consistent 
and positive approach includes clear explanations and gentle reminders. Children 
respond positively to staff and show they are familiar with their expectations as 
they remind one another to walk indoors and to share toys. 

n Staff are respectful and caring towards the children, which contributes to 
children's positive relationships and feelings of emotional security. Staff talk to 
and smile at babies as they manage their care routines. Children are encouraged 
to develop their independence. Babies learn to feed themselves with a spoon; 
staff gradually build on their skills and as they get older they learn to use knives 
and forks. When pre-schoolers have finished eating, they scrape food they have 
not eaten into the bin and wash up their plates.  

n Staff speak to parents every day to ensure they have a good understanding of 
the children's needs. This contributes to children receiving a consistent approach 
to their care. Staff give parents information about what children are learning 
from the activities at the nursery and ideas to help continue learning at home. 

n Staff support children's communication and language by introducing new 
vocabulary, such as 'machinery' as they play alongside them building with 
construction toys. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen curriculum planning and support staff to understand the intent of 
activities and guide children's learning to build on what they know already

n develop group activities to ensure they are purposeful and meaningful for each 
child who is taking part.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2717630

Local authority West Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10370671

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 3

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 52

Name of registered person Manor Farm Day Care Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2717629

Telephone number 07508209205

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Manor Farm Day Care Ltd registered in 2023. It is located in Chipping Warden, 
Northamptonshire. The nursery employs 10 members of childcare staff. Five staff 
hold appropriate early years qualifications between level 2 and 7. The nursery 
opens Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 8am to 6pm. 
The nursery provides government funded places for children aged from nine 
months to three years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Eastwell
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Inspection activities

n The nominated individual and the inspector completed a learning walk together 
of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection.
n Some children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning. 
n The nominated individual and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a 

small-group activity.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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