
Inspection of Rimu Music Day Nursery 
and Forest School  Lee
Kings Church, 21 Meadowcourt Road, London SE3 9DU

Inspection date: 3 February 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children receive a warm welcome as they attend this nurturing and friendly 
nursery. Staff take the time to get to know the children during settling-in sessions. 
This helps children to settle quickly and develop strong bonds with staff as they 
eagerly invite them into their play. Staff have developed a strong curriculum around 
children's interests and individual needs that supports all children to make good 
progress in all areas. Staff gather starting points and children's interests from 
parents and through observations. They use this information to plan exciting 
activities that engage children in their learning. For example, older children show 
an interest in adding different herbs to the play dough. Children use scissors as 
they chop herbs or use their hands to tear them. Younger children eagerly recite 
phrases of favourite books and recognise numbers displayed around the room. 
Staff enhance their communication, language and physical skills well, overall, as 
they play.

Staff role model positive behaviour with the children. They support children to 
share, take turns and cooperate with each other. Staff remind the children of the 
rules. For example, they remind them how to keep safe when out in the garden. 
Throughout the day, children hear calming classical music. This provides a calm 
atmosphere where children behave well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have a strong ethos for the nursery. They want children to be happy 
and confident learners, who are ready for the next stage in their learning 
journey. The well-established team works well together. This ensures a relaxed 
and calm atmosphere, which supports children's emotional well-being. Overall, 
staff promote children's communication and language well. Children engage in 
lively conversations during activities and at mealtimes, which are very social 
events. Staff narrate children's play and ensure that children hear a wide range 
of words during the day. However, occasionally, staff use incorrect words, such 
as 'ouchy' and 'wormies'. Therefore, children do not always hear the correct 
vocabulary to develop their language skills.

n Staff know all children and their families very well. They work closely with 
families and external professionals to get them the help they need. While staff 
await external input, they create and implement individual plans for children to 
help close gaps in learning. Children and their families are very well supported. 
Children make very good progress from their starting points.

n Staff plan a range of enjoyable experiences to support children's development. 
However, on occasion, staff do not use group activities effectively to support 
children's listening skills to extend children's learning. For example, children's 
attention is not always sustained during group activities due to the organisation 
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of these. Children are not fully supported to listen to instructions and often talk 
over others during story time. 

n The curriculum has a good focus on developing children's understanding of 
nature. Children enjoy exploring the garden area and local nature and woodland 
areas within the local community. Staff support children as they explore insects 
and plants, looking to find insects in the soil and under logs. Children keenly 
build bug hotels for the insects to hide. 

n Children learn how to use mathematics purposefully during play. For example, 
children count how many balls they throw into the box, recognise numbers and 
talk about different sizes and shapes in play. Older children are keen to work 
individually with their key person to complete simple addition and subtraction 
activities to challenge their learning. 

n The provider values the team members and provides them with regular 
opportunities to discuss their well-being and training needs at one-to-one 
sessions. Staff have weekly meetings to discuss the children and plan for the 
week ahead to ensure that children's needs are met. Leaders encourage staff to 
keep their knowledge and skills up to date. They focus professional development 
on improving outcomes for the children attending. For example, staff have 
recently completed training to help them meet the needs of babies. 

n Parents speak very highly of the care and education their children receive at the 
nursery. They comment on how their children made progress and have gained in 
confidence since starting. This shared approach to supporting children benefits 
their learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support children to develop communication and language skills through 
modelling words correctly

n review the organisation of group activities to better meet children's individual 
needs and learning outcomes, particularly children's listening skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2710044

Local authority Greenwich

Inspection number 10372342

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 75

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person RIMU Music Education Services Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907669

Telephone number 02088585141

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Rimu Music Day Nursery and Forest School Lee registered in 2022. It is situated in 
the London borough of Greenwich. The nursery operates Monday to Friday, 8am to 
6pm, all year round. The nursery employs four member of childcare staff, including 
the manager. Of whom, two hold a level 3 childcare qualification. The nursery 
offers the government funded places for childcare.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracey Murphy
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector held a meeting with parents to gather their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector and the manager completed a joint observation of a group 

language activity. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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