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Inspection date: 9 March 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

All children arrive happily. They are collected from school by friendly staff, who 
escort them safely to the club premises. Children are familiar with the consistent 
routines. They enter and instinctively take off their high-visibility jackets, put their 
belongings away and immerse themselves in play and exploration. Children settle 
amazingly well at this exciting and welcoming club. Children show a strong sense 
of belonging and talk positively about their club and the staff who care for them.
 
Children are caring and well mannered. Older children check in with younger 
children and hugs are provided in abundance. Children interact kindly, for example, 
when taking turns as they play table-top games. Children demonstrate positive 
attitudes towards their play. They concentrate while expertly using scissors to cut 
out delicate flower stems for Mother's Day cards. Children are creative and use 
their imagination and own ideas to make their unique card designs. 

Children are confident communicators. Staff and children show a genuine interest 
in what others have to say. Children talk about their experiences and discuss a 
recent school trip. Younger children are curious and ask questions about the 
Coliseum and staff encourage children to share their knowledge with the group. 
Older children talk articulately about the Coliseum. These opportunities to share 
what they know, help children to develop confidence and, overall, helps to 
consolidate learning in school. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are dedicated to their vision. This is to have a child-centred club where 
children want to be, are excited to attend, feel happy and are safe. Leaders 
want all children, regardless of age, ability or the skills they have on entry, to 
have fond memories of their time spent at the club. Leaders are constantly 
looking at ways to continue to improve the good quality service. Self-evaluation 
is accurate and includes the views of staff, children and parents. 

n Children are excited to find out about International Women's Day. Staff provide 
interesting activities that celebrate a range of festivals and special occasions. 
This helps children to become aware of the wider community and the world 
around them. Children are beginning to recognise what makes them unique. 

n Children choose which activities they wish to partake in. Older boys play board 
games and share their win with staff and others who commend their 
achievement. Children have the opportunity to complete their homework and 
learn how to spell words. However, leaders recognise that they could gather 
more detailed information from school teachers about individual children's skills. 
This is to help to plan even more consistently and complement younger 
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children's learning in school.
n Children enjoy nutritious snacks and meals. They talk about making good 

choices and becoming healthy. Younger children engage in animated pretend 
play in the kitchen using toy food. They declare 'you must eat your vegetables 
before you can have a slice of cake.' Leaders ensure that children drink plenty of 
milk and eat an abundance of fresh fruit. That said, children's choices are 
welcomed in moderation. A particularly favourite meal after a long day at school 
is the club's renowned hotdogs.

n The opportunities and experiences provided by staff are well thought out. The 
environment is stimulating and inviting as staff work hard to transform the 
church hall into a hive of activity. Children build models, play with toy vehicles 
and dolls, read books and play games together. Creative activities are available 
for all children to access. However, while they are asked to participate, 
sometimes younger children are not always encouraged to become engaged in 
some of the planned activities. 

n Children show awareness of the club rules. They are respectful of each other 
and  use kind words. Staff are positive role models and children know what is 
expected. For example, when staff say 'freeze' children stop, look and wait, 
eagerly anticipating what will happen next.

n There are strong partnerships with parents. Parents comment that children are 
well cared for and say that their children love attending the club. Staff work 
closely with parents from the start to ensure they can meet children's individual 
needs. This often consists of providing additional support during the walk from 
school, administering required medication, or providing a comfort toy, should a 
new child require a little more reassurance. 

n Staff comment that they love coming to work and report that their workload is 
manageable. Staff are paid extra for undertaking additional training outside of 
working hours. Staff are proud to work at the club and value the support, 
training and guidance provided by leaders. All staff spoken to say they feel like 
they are part of a 'big extended family'.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Meticulous risk assessments are carried out. Leaders ensure that all aspects of the 
club environment, routines and resources are monitored to ensure children are 
safe. Daily safety checks are completed during the walk or minibus ride, to the club 
and local schools. Leaders deploy staff well to ensure that children are supervised 
closely at all times. Regular head counts are completed, so that children's 
whereabouts are known. Children hold hands and walk in pairs when outside of the 
club. There are robust procedures in place for the safe recruitment of staff. This 
helps leaders to ensure that staff working with children are suitable to do so. All 
staff are trained in child protection procedures. They know what to do if they have 
concerns about a child's safety or welfare or if concerned about the conduct of an 
adult. This helps to ensure that children are safe and well protected.

Inspection report: Buds & Blossoms Ltd
9 March 2023 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 2699619

Local authority Oldham

Inspection number 10277163

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 44

Name of registered person Buds & Blossoms Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2699617

Telephone number 07539897511

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Buds and Blossoms Ltd registered in 2022 and is located in the Failsworth area of 
Oldham, Manchester. The setting operates during term time, from 7.30am until 
9am and from 3pm until 6pm. They open during the school holidays, from 7.30am 
until 6pm. There are five members of childcare staff. Of these, two staff hold 
qualified teacher status, one member of staff holds an appropriate level 3 
qualification and two staff are unqualified.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Layla Davies
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the club.

n The inspector was provided with a learning walk around the club, to determine 
the organisation and planning of activities.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n Ongoing discussions were held with the leaders, staff and children at appropriate 

times throughout the inspection.
n Parents were spoken to and their views were obtained by the inspector.
n The inspector conducted a joint observation of an activity with one of the club 

leaders.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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