
Inspection of Wild Monkeys Nursery
Telscombe Parish Hall, Tyedean Road, Telscombe Cliffs, East Sussex BN10 7AU

Inspection date: 17 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Children arrive happy and eager to join their friends. They are warmly welcomed by 
staff who help them to settle quickly. Children show confidence as they engage in a 
range of activities successfully set up to build on their existing knowledge and 
skills. For example, staff provide activities linked to a story they are focusing on. 
They encourage children to recall and talk about themes from the story. This helps 
to promote children's language and literacy skills. Staff provide opportunities for 
children to practise using tools, such as scissors, within the art activity that is linked 
to the story theme. This allows children time to practise their hand-eye 
coordination. The accumulation of sharing stories and linking them to activities 
helps children make connections in their learning.

There is an appropriate curriculum in place and children enjoy taking part in the 
activities. However, there are some inconsistencies in practice relating to teaching 
and behaviour management. At times, this impacts on some children's attitudes to 
learning, as they struggle to apply themselves and concentrate. However, at other 
times, children are deeply engaged in self-chosen play experiences. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider demonstrates integrity by honestly self-evaluating the quality of the 
provision. They recognise the nursery is on a learning journey and requires more 
work to drive improvement in relation to certain aspects of practice. This 
includes inconsistencies in staff training and skills to help them understand what 
they need to teach, and why. Additionally, there is more work to be done around 
supporting children's behaviour. Despite the provider offering support from the 
sister setting, this is yet to be fully embedded to achieve the desired impact.

n The provider is working closely with the staff team to improve the 
implementation of the curriculum. The most experienced staff have a clear 
understanding of curriculum priorities to help children learn well. However, this 
does not apply to the whole staff team. Some staff have not received the 
training and support required to fully understand the curriculum. As a result, 
they deliver activities without understanding what they want children to learn. 
This directly impacts the consistency in the quality of education that children 
receive.

n There are some weaknesses in the key-person arrangements. All children are 
assigned a key person responsible for identifying and meeting their development 
needs. Some staff work closely with their key children and clearly understand 
what it is they intend to teach and carry this out effectively. However, insufficient 
consideration is given to ensuring that children are supported in the absence of 
their key person. This means, at times, some children do not benefit from 
interactions from staff who know them well.
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n The inconsistencies in teaching and the key-person approach impact children's 
behaviour. Much of the time, children behave well and are keen to engage in 
self-chosen play. For example, children concentrate well when they navigate 
outdoor play equipment. Overall, staff offer support and help children effectively 
to regulate their emotions when they struggle with issues such as turn-taking. 
However, staff are not consistent in supporting children to follow the rules that 
are in place to keep them safe. For example, they do not consistently intervene 
when children throw toys and run in the indoor learning environment.

n Staff provide some useful opportunities for children to practise self-help skills. 
For instance, at the snack table, children are told and shown how to peel fruit. 
Staff give children time to practise this skill as well as pouring drinks. This is also 
extended to play experiences in the home corner. 

n Staff who work with very young children establish positive bonds and 
attachments. This helps children to feel safe and secure and enables them to 
have the confidence to explore the play environment. These children are keen to 
select stories and look at pictures while the member of staff models language to 
them. Children delight in this reassuring engagement and attempt to mimic 
sounds from the story.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
ensure that all staff receive the training 
and support they need to fully 
understand the aims of the curriculum 
and how to use their interactions to 
promote children's learning. 

22/04/2025

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review and improve the key-person approach to make sure all children are 
supported by staff who know them well and understand their individual needs 

n enhance the arrangements to manage children's behaviour so they receive 
consistent support to understand behavioural expectations.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2698196

Local authority East Sussex

Inspection number 10368100

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Wild Monkeys Childcare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2622614

Telephone number 07866 201996

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Wild Monkeys Nursery registered in 2022. It operates from the parish hall in 
Telscombe Cliffs, East Sussex. It operates Monday to Thursday, from 8am to 4pm, 
and Friday, from 8am to 3pm, during term time. There are eight members of staff, 
of whom six have appropriate early years qualifications. One member of staff has 
qualified teacher status. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sherrie Nyss
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Inspection activities

n The inspector spoke with senior managers about the leadership and 
management of the setting.

n The manager and area manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and 
talked to the inspector about their curriculum and what they want children to 
learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a planned 
activity.

n The inspector reviewed parents' views of the setting.
n The provider showed the inspector a range of documentation, including vetting 

checks, training certificates and a range of other information to demonstrate the 
safe and smooth running of the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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