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Overall effectiveness Good
The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

The childminder provides an active and nurturing environment for the children in
her care. She has developed strong bonds with them. For instance, children
demonstrate their affection and security as they spontaneously cuddle the
childminder during play. This helps children to be confident and ready to learn. The
childminder supports children's personal and emotional development well. She
obtains photographs of their family members, pets and homes to use during
activities in her home. Toddlers lifts flaps to find photographs of their parents and
grandparents. Babies point to photographs of their houses on building blocks. This
helps children to develop a strong sense of belonging in the setting. She further
develops their sense of who they are by helping babies and young children look at
themselves in mirrors. Together, they hame and point to parts of their bodies.

The childminder sits with the children at their level and plays and talks to them.
She listens to babies' and toddlers' vocalisations and babbling. She sings and reads
stories, allowing children to hear a good range of words. The childminder also
responds intuitively to their non-verbal language and facial expressions. This helps
to build on children's communication and social skills. The childminder uses sign
language and key words in home languages to help support pre-verbal and bi-
lingual children's communication and language skills further. The childminder
encourages children to persevere, which helps them to concentrate on tasks. She
praises them for their efforts which helps them to keep busy and behave well. This
helps children to engage well in learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder has a good understanding of child development and how
children learn. Her curriculum revolves around children gaining a wide range of
experiences to help them prepare for the next step in their education. She
ensures that children experience their local area all year round. They visit local
parks, libraries and pet shops.

B The childminder is continually trying to reflect and improve her skills and
knowledge. She attends training and webinars and networks with other
childminders and reflects on these to improve her practice. For example, she has
recently begun using a new 'All About Me' form to obtain more detailed
information about children's starting points. This helps her to focus on children's
next steps even more quickly.

B There is strong support for children with special educational needs and/or
disabilities. The childminder's accurate assessment of children's learning enables
her to identify any gaps in development at the earliest possible stage. She
engages parents to work extremely closely with her and other professionals to
help children close the gaps in learning and begin to catch up to their peers.
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B The childminder works in close partnership with parents. There is frequent
communication about the children's day and their development and how they
can support learning at home. Parents report that they have noticed children
progressing in their physical and language development.

m Children are learning about what contributes to healthy lifestyles. The
childminder provides fresh, nutritious food. She ensures children experience
physical activity in all weathers to develop their whole bodies. The childminder
encourages young children to begin to wash their own hands before eating.

B Children develop the muscles they need to gain control in their core. The
childminder encourages babies to crawl, stand and toddle. Young children stand
at easels and paint with brushes. They paint lines and circles, experimenting
with the movement. This helps to develop children's early hand-eye
coordination, needed later for writing.

B The childminder helps babies and young children to develop their independence.
She encourages babies to peel bananas and feed themselves. She involves
young children in trying to put their coats on. However, the childminder does not
always offer the most opportunities possible for children to excel at developing
their independence from a very young age.

B The childminder knows the children exceptionally well and carefully plans
activities that focus on children's next steps in learning. The range of activities
means she provides children with opportunities to develop across all areas of
interest. However, at times she does not focus sharply on children's learning
during planned activities to help them make excellent progress in their learning.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

m provide more opportunities to help young children develop their independence
further

W target children's learning more sharply during planned activities to help them
make even better progress in their learning.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2695880
Local authority Hertfordshire
Inspection number 10367877
Type of provision Childminder
Day care type Childminder
Age range of children at time of

inspection 1to5

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 0

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2022 and lives in St. Albans, Hertfordshire. She
operates all year round, Monday to Thursday from 9am to 5.30pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elke Rockey

Inspection activities

B The childminder talked to the inspector about their curriculum and what they
want the children to learn.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and
outdoors and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The childminder and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a planned
activity.

B The inspector read several parents testimonials, spoke to parents during the
inspection and took account of their views.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of household members.

B The inspector interacted with the children.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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