
Childminder report

Inspection date: 19 February 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and cheerfully welcome visitors to the setting. They receive 
individual care and attention, which supports their emotional well-being. The 
childminder's warm approach contributes to the close bonds she builds with 
children and their families. This helps children to settle quickly. Children are 
confident and becoming independent. They freely choose from the range of toys 
and enjoy their play.

Children develop their physical skills as they walk to and from activities in the local 
community. They learn about nature as the childminder encourages them to 
explore local woodlands, parks and nature trails and talks to them about things 
they find. Children engage in activities the childminder plans to develop their 
concentration and pre-writing skills. For example, older children develop hand-eye 
coordination while threading cereal onto pipe cleaners to make bracelets. Children 
of all ages develop their imaginations by creating dens and exploring role-play 
equipment, such as the play kitchen. Children play alongside each other and start 
to build friendships. The childminder encourages kindness and praises children 
when they offer friends resources and involve them in their play. Children benefit 
from planned weekly visits to local groups and singing sessions. These enable 
children to mix with other children and help them build social skills in preparation 
for their eventual move to school.    

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder knows the children well, including their interests and what they 
are working on next. She reflects on her practice and recognises where to 
enhance or adapt her practice for the youngest children, for example, by adding 
resources to activities to support younger children's abilities and interests. 

n Positive behaviour management strategies are used consistently by the 
childminder. Children are offered clear, consistent explanations and encouraged 
to share and take turns. Minor incidents of unwanted behaviour are addressed 
quickly by the childminder, who uses distraction and gentle reminders of her 
expectations. Children learn to behave well. 

n The childminder encourages children to keep trying when they find things 
difficult. As older children complete jigsaws, the childminder encourages them to 
recall previous learning to turn pieces and remember that straight edges go to 
the outside. Children listen and persist in the task before celebrating with claps 
when they complete the puzzle successfully.  

n Overall, the childminder supports children's communication and language 
development. Children enjoy participating in action songs and are developing an 
interest in books and stories. The childminder provides an ongoing running 
commentary as children play and explains activities and any changes to routines. 
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However, support for children to build on the range of words they know, join in 
two-way conversations and share their ideas is less well established. 

n The childminder supports children to learn about healthy lifestyles and good 
hygiene practices. For instance, children are encouraged to drink water to keep 
hydrated and enjoy fresh fruit for snacks and at lunchtime. Children learn to 
wash their hands at key points during the day. This includes before eating and 
after using the toilet.   

n There is a good range of toys for children to play with, and the childminder plans 
some activities to support children's learning. She recognises the progress 
children make and accurately identifies gaps in their learning. However, the 
childminder does not consistently incorporate support for each child's next steps 
in learning to help them build on what they already know and can do. For 
example, when planning and implementing group activities or lunchtime 
routines.

n The childminder works in partnership with parents. She shares children's 
development reviews and talks to parents about their children's progress and 
gaps in learning. She offers advice and ideas on how parents can further support 
children's learning at home, such as with potty training. 

n The childminder is supportive as she joins in activities with the children. She role 
models play with the youngest children. With older children, she encourages 
small-muscle skills and independence. However, on occasions, the childminder is 
a little too eager in her interactions as she quickly moves activities on and 
provides new resources for children to explore. This intervention sometimes 
interrupts children's concentration and prevents them from exploring and 
developing their play ideas.   

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen support for children to build the range of words they know and 
practise to further their language and conversational skills   

n focus more precisely on the knowledge and skills individual children need to 
learn next to help them make the best possible progress

n strengthen support for children to help develop concentration skills and enable 
them to follow their independent play ideas. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2693776

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10380534

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 10

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 14

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2022 and lives in Mansfield, Nottingham. She 
operates all year round, from 7.30am until 5.30 pm, Monday to Friday. The 
childminder holds a relevant qualification at level 6. She provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tina Garner

Inspection activities

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises their 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for their curriculum. 

n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 
request.

n The inspector spoke with the childminder and the children at appropriate times 
throughout the inspection.

n The inspector completed a joint observation and evaluated this with the 
childminder.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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