
Inspection of Cherry Tree Kids Club at 
Gravel Hill Primary School
Gravel Hill Primary School, Watling Street, Bexleyheath DA6 7QJ

Inspection date: 15 October 2024

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Staff collect children from their classes at the end of the day using a 'walking bus' 
system. Children excitedly come out of class greeting the after-school club's staff. 
They share details about their day and show staff the art projects that they have 
completed in class. Staff provide a safe and secure environment in which children 
feel confident and develop high levels of self-esteem. Children make requests at 
the start of the session to sing a song they have learned to their peers. They stand 
up and sing and when finished they are rewarded with claps and cheers from their 
friends.

Children's behaviour is good. They develop strong friendships with each other. 
Children work cooperatively as they build a model using construction materials and 
share their ideas. Staff have high expectations and children clearly understand the 
rules and boundaries in the club. As staff talk to children about what they will be 
doing during the session, children are able to share with others the rules for each 
activity. The support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
is excellent. Staff work extremely closely with the school staff to develop consistent 
strategies that allow children to get the most out of every session they attend. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff know children well. They provide activities and experiences that build on 
children's interests and developmental needs. Staff work closely with teachers at 
school to ensure that they provide activities that complement the curriculum in 
place within school to meet the next steps of individual children.

n Staff provide children with a wide range of opportunities and experiences that 
keeps them engaged and focused from the moment they come into the club to 
the moment they leave. Children navigate the experiences, from making hungry 
caterpillars at the craft table, to playing bat and ball or curling up on a cushion 
to enjoy some quiet reading with maturity and independence. 

n Older children enjoy the extra responsibility staff give to them. They help and 
support younger children with activities or tasks they find difficult. Older children 
set out the cups and fill them with water ahead of teatime. Children run a 
lending library to provide other children with greater access to a greater variety 
of books. Children take responsibility for signing books in and out.

n Children are articulate and happily share what they like about coming to the 
club. They enjoy going out into the playground to play football with their friends. 
Children also like the range of activities staff provide. They proudly show 
scrapbooks containing examples of past work and activities they have enjoyed. 
Children point out which pictures they drew or why they were dressing up. 

n Staff promote healthy lifestyles to children. As children come in and self-register, 

Inspection report: Cherry Tree Kids Club at Gravel Hill Primary School
15 October 2024 2



they enjoy a fruit snack before beginning activities. Children help to serve their 
own tea, choosing fillings for their rolls and staff encourage them to add salad 
items, such as cucumber or peppers. Staff plan cooking activities to encourage 
children to try new tastes and textures. 

n Partnership with parents is good. Parents speak positively about staff at the club, 
describing them as warm and caring. They feel that communication is good and 
particularly like the variety of activities and experiences their children get to 
participate in daily. 

n Staff report that they feel their well-being is supported by leaders. Leaders use 
daily briefings to ensure that all staff are up to date with any relevant 
information relating to children attending the session that day. More formal 
appraisals and supervisions on a termly basis allow for more focused discussions 
around how each staff member's professional development can be promoted 
further. 

n Leaders and staff are reflective and take into consideration feedback from 
parents. For example, the club used to only do baking activities on Fridays. 
However, when parents asked if this could be changed so more children could 
participate, staff adapted and now offer baking on different days each week so 
all children get a turn. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2691524

Local authority Bexley

Inspection number 10360176

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 66

Name of registered person Cherry Tree Nursery GB Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910454

Telephone number 07507084751

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Cherry Tree Kids Club at Gravel Hill Primary School registered in 2022. It is 
independently run and is based in Bexleyheath within the London Borough of 
Bexley. The club is open during term time, from 7.30am to 8.45am and 3pm to 
6pm, Monday to Friday. It employs four members of staff, three of whom hold 
relevant qualifications at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Natalie OLeary
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the club.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the area manager about the leadership and 

management of the club.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the club.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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