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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children thrive in this warm and nurturing club. They happily play and chatter with
each other, which enables them to build new friendships. Children are eager to
learn how to play new instruments. Children's enthusiasm and passion for music
are synchronised with the providers unique ethos.

Staff are committed to delivering high-quality experiences for children. They are
experienced in teaching children new skills and show high expectations of every
child who attends. Children are gradually introduced to a guitar. Staff show them
how to hold it correctly and how to pluck the strings. They teach children the
different components, such as the body, sound hole, tuning pegs and frets. Staff
model these new words to children and allow children time to repeat them back.
They show children how the guitar has six strings. Staff take time to explain that
each string has a corresponding letter, and allow children time to practise using
these. Children have a go at playing each of the six strings to the tune of a simple
sentence that staff model. Children become deeply engaged and are keen to
implement their new knowledge.

Children rapidly gain confidence during their time at the club, demonstrating their
sense of security. They perform what they have learnt to staff, their peers and
visitors. Staff give plenty of praise and encouragement, which helps to prepare
children to perform in their weekly concert.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff are kind and attentive towards children. They do their best to get to know
every child. Staff gather information from parents about children's individual
interests and needs before they start attending. They spend time observing
children to find out what they like doing and what they are able to do. Staff use
this information to plan and provide different opportunities for children so that
they settle in and enjoy their time at the club.

m Children have ample opportunities to practise their physical skills in the exciting
outdoor environment. They carefully climb steps and use a slide with confidence.
Children take age-appropriate risks as they slide down a pole to lower
themselves back to the ground, with staff remaining nearby to ensure their
safety. Children practise their coordination skills through using skipping ropes
and hitting a ball with a bat.

B Staff set very clear expectations for children's behaviour. They support children
to learn how to handle equipment with care and respect. Children take turns to
listen to each other play music and they wait patiently for their turn. Staff
explain the importance of listening to children, so that they develop respect for
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B Between music lessons, children have plenty of time to make choices about their
play. They choose from an array of activities. Children delight in using sand to
make structures. They share their ideas with each other, such as adding water to
the sand to make it stick. Children work together to solve problems as they
complete complex jigsaw puzzles.

B The manager is dedicated to providing an inclusive service. She is
knowledgeable about special educational needs and/or disabilities. The manager
understands their duty to make reasonable adjustments for any child to attend.
She knows what to do if there are any concerns about the behaviour or
development of a child to secure them any extra help they may need.

m Children are supported to lead a healthy lifestyle. Staff encourage children to
follow good hygiene procedures by washing their hands before handling food.
They support children to make choices about what they should eat at snack
time, and at the start of their lunch. This helps children understand how to
manage their own health.

B Staff comment that they feel well supported in their roles because of the team
around them. They receive weekly opportunities to meet with managers through
a 'coffee chat' approach. Managers use these meetings to discuss staff's
performance and any issues or concerns they may have. This helps to promote
the safeguarding and interests of children.

B The provider is committed to ensuring that staff are highly effective in their
roles. New staff receive thorough induction training which helps them to
understand their roles and responsibilities. Staff access bespoke training days
before any holiday club commences, which promotes their continued
professional development and ensures the smooth running for children.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

2689737

Birmingham

10339095

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Out-of-school day care
4to11

40
12
The Strings Club Limited

RP534114

01212969204
Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Strings Club - Harborne Holiday Camp (Hallfield School) registered in 2022. It
is situated in Birmingham. The club opens Monday to Friday during school holidays.
Sessions are from 8am until 5.30pm. The club employs four members of staff. Of
these, the manager holds a qualification at level 6 and one member of staff holds a

qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Bennett
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Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of
the premises.

B The inspector observed children playing throughout the inspection and observed
the interactions between staff and children.

B The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation of a planned music
activity.

B The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection.

B The inspector held a meeting with the provider and the manager and looked at
relevant documentation and evidence of staff suitability.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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