
Inspection of Fun Fest Solihull
Silhilians Sports Club, Warwick Road, Solihull, West Midlands B93 9LW

Inspection date: 23 July 2024

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy and settled in this vibrant and lively club. They form warm 
relationships with the kind and friendly staff, and make new friendships with other 
children. Children's confidence rapidly develops. They happily approach new people 
to talk about their experiences both in the club and at home, which demonstrates 
their sense of security. 

The clubs' ethos of children enjoying themselves and having fun is deep-rooted 
amongst everybody who attends. Children are eager to take part in the array of 
activities on offer. They make choices about what they want to do and remain busy 
and engaged throughout their day.

Children delight in playing outdoors. They follow instructions to hold and move a 
parachute up and down, and they run under it when it is their turn. Children take 
turns to complete races and obstacle courses. They practise kicking and throwing 
balls between themselves and to staff. Children use different coloured chalks to 
draw on the floor. They apply their creative skills to rub the colours together to 
achieve a desired effect. Indoors, children enjoy taking part in craft activities. They 
wait for their turn to decorate their hand template with sequins and glitter. Children 
thread small beads to make their own jewellery. They ask staff for help when 
needed. Children proudly show their parents what they have made at the club and 
are excited to take their work home with them.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers have children at the heart of their work. They are 
passionate about providing children with high-quality care where they have as 
much fun as possible. Staff share this vision and understand their role as a key 
person to children. They spend all of their time playing with children and 
building secure relationships with them. Children are organised into age-
appropriate groups, meaning that activities are tailored to their current stages of 
development. 

n Staff get to know every child who attends. They spend time talking to children 
and asking questions about what they like to do. Staff observe children during 
their play to find out about their interests. They use this knowledge to plan and 
provide meaningful activities for children. This helps children to quickly settle 
into the club and enjoy their time.

n Leaders and managers are passionate about providing an inclusive service for all 
children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 
Information about children is gathered from parents prior to children starting at 
the club. Managers ensure that any individual needs that children have are 
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discussed with parents before they start to make sure that appropriate support 
is in place for their child. Strategies are shared with children's key person to 
provide consistency for children between the club, at home and other settings 
where children may attend.

n Children behave well at the club because staff set out very clear expectations 
and boundaries. Before any activity starts, staff give very clear instructions for 
children which helps them to understand how to take part. Children recognise 
when they need to listen to staff. Staff chant the word 'attention' and children 
immediately stop what they are doing and sing this back to them. When staff 
provide instructions to children, they ask them to repeat these back, which helps 
them to verify children's understanding. 

n Children develop knowledge about how to keep themselves healthy and safe. 
Staff encourage children to drink water regularly, explaining the importance of 
remaining hydrated in warmer weather. They support children to understand 
why they need to wear a hat outdoors. Staff take children to wash their hands 
before handling food. At snack and mealtimes, staff guide children to make 
healthy choices to manage their nutritional needs. They check that children have 
eaten a sufficient amount of food before returning to play. 

n Parents are very happy with the service that the club provides. They state that 
they know their child is well-cared for and that they are always happy to attend. 
Parents feel that all staff are very approachable. They praise the vast range of 
activities that children are able to choose from.

n Staff are very happy in their roles. They commend the support they receive from 
leaders and managers on a day-to-day basis, as well as over time, which has 
contributed to their career progression. The manager makes training and 
professional development opportunities available to all staff. She regularly 
observes staff's practice with children and provides them with clear feedback. 
This supports all staff to continually improve their knowledge and skills. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2688236

Local authority Solihull

Inspection number 10339108

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 12

Total number of places 72

Number of children on roll 800

Name of registered person Fun Fest Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2688238

Telephone number 07986156812

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Fun Fest Solihull registered in 2022. It operates at Silhilians Sports Club in Knowle, 
Solihull. The club opens Monday to Friday during school holidays. Sessions are from 
8am until 6pm. The club employs 22 members of staff. Of these, five hold a 
qualified teacher status, one holds a qualification at level 6 and two hold 
qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Bennett
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector observed children playing throughout the inspection and observed 
the interactions between staff and children.

n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation of a planned outdoor 
activity.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The inspector took account of written feedback from parents.
n The inspector held a meeting with the provider and the manager and looked at 

relevant documentation and evidence of staff suitability.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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