
Inspection of Puddleducks Children's 
Day Nursery Malton Ltd
Unit 1, 11 Cherry Farm Close, Malton Enterprise Park, Malton YO17 6DU

Inspection date: 20 August 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children arrive at this extremely welcoming and friendly nursery eager to join in 
activities and start their learning. For example, children take delight in building 
houses from straw, sticks and bricks as they recall their favourite stories. They 
demonstrate a love of stories. Children regularly take part in baking activities and 
help to make recipes for their lunch and snack. For instance, they make fresh apple 
pie and homemade ice cream. Leaders and staff are extremely passionate about 
providing high-quality care and education at this inspiring nursery. Staff are 
exceptionally knowledgeable about children, their backgrounds and next steps in 
learning. 

Children have excellent opportunities to learn about the world around them and 
their community. For example, older children take part in martial arts classes and 
visit a local library and residential home. Leaders construct a curriculum that is 
ambitious and offers a wide range of experiences. They use additional funding to 
support children's individual needs effectively.

Staff are excellent role models and have high expectations of children's behaviour. 
They clearly explain to children, and remind children about, the rules in the 
nursery. Children learn to cooperate with each other and take turns. For example, 
they share body wash as they bathe their dolls. Children have consistently positive 
attitudes to their play and learning, and their behaviour is excellent. Staff work 
collaboratively together to provide an environment where all children, including 
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, are highly motivated. Staff 
are highly sensitive and responsive to promoting children's emotional well-being.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children's communication and language skills extremely well. They 
have core stories that they want children to learn, and share these with parents. 
Children look at books independently and have access to a lending library to take 
books home. Staff have developed communication and language baskets to 
share with parents to continue children's learning at home. They model 
language through discussions with children and sing to children throughout the 
day. 

n Children develop excellent literacy and mathematical skills. Staff model how to 
make marks in sand and flour using paintbrushes. Older children write the initial 
letters of their names and younger children learn shapes. Children count during 
activities and learn to match numbers to items.

n Staff support children's physical development skilfully. Younger children excitedly 
climb outdoors and take part in action rhymes. Toddlers excitedly pretend to be 
dinosaurs in yoga sessions. Children competently use tweezers to pick up petals. 
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They use scissors expertly to cut the stems of mint herbs to make potions. 
Children confidently use a pestle and mortar to mash their herbs. 

n Children discover and explore the natural world. They learn how to grow their 
own vegetables and have fun planting wildflower seeds. Children study the life 
cycle of butterflies. They excitedly tell visitors how they let their butterflies fly 
free when they had emerged from their cocoons.

n Children have excellent opportunities to develop their independence skills and 
learn about healthy lifestyles. For example, they learn to use a fork and begin to 
pour their own drinks from a young age. Older children continue to develop 
these skills as they learn to use a knife and fork and serve their own food. 
Children brush their teeth daily, to help them to learn about good oral hygiene. 
They enjoy healthy and home-cooked meals.

n Parents are extremely complimentary about the nursery and staff. They say their 
children make excellent progress and that they feel very well informed. Staff 
share information with parents through regular meetings online and face-to-face 
discussions. Parents receive information in a biweekly blog. They are invited to 
attend 'showcase evenings' to see what their children take part in on a daily 
basis in the nursery. Staff are tremendously nurturing and caring towards 
children and their families.

n Managers have high aspirations for all staff. They encourage staff to develop 
their practice and progress in their own learning. Staff attend courses to 
continue to extend their knowledge, such as training around autism, behaviour 
management, safer sleeping and how to support children who are reluctant to 
try new food. Managers target training precisely to continually improve staff's 
knowledge.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2686573

Local authority North Yorkshire

Inspection number 10357636

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 72

Number of children on roll 196

Name of registered person
Puddleducks Children's Day Nursery Malton 
Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2686571

Telephone number 01653 507308

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Puddleducks Children's Day Nursery Malton Ltd registered in 2022. It is situated in 
Malton, North Yorkshire. The nursery employs 28 members of childcare staff. Of 
these, 15 staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above, 
including the manager, who holds an appropriate qualification at level 7. The 
nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am 
until 6pm. It provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kerry Holder
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector and the nursery manager completed a learning walk around all 
areas of the nursery to understand how the early years provision and the 
curriculum are organised. 

n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children during activities 
and assessed the impact on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection. She spoke to 
parents to seek their views and comments.

n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager, the deputy manager 
and the nursery owner. She completed a joint observation with the nursery 
manager. 

n The inspector viewed documents, including those related to the suitability and 
qualifications of staff and records of learning. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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