
Inspection of Brayton Headstart 
Preschool
Grounds of Brayton Academy, Doncaster Road, Selby, North Yorkshire YO8 9QS

Inspection date: 12 September 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children enter this extremely welcoming pre-school in the morning, full of 
enthusiasm and anticipation about the day ahead. The exceptional staff team 
create a nurturing and inclusive environment for children. Children feel safe and 
form secure attachments with the inspirational staff who promote a strong sense of 
belonging to each child. This helps children to settle quickly and with ease.

Children are eager to play and highly motivated to learn. The highly dedicated 
leaders and passionate staff team carefully plan and implement a superbly 
ambitious curriculum. Children experience a varied range of exciting, fun and 
innovative activities tailored to their individual learning needs and interests. For 
example, children strengthen their core muscles, balance and coordination as they 
engage in regular yoga sessions. Children flourish in this highly engaging pre-
school.

Children demonstrate superb behaviour and have a deep understanding of the 
rules and expectations. They share, take turns, play collaboratively and listen to 
their peers and staff. Staff act as excellent role models and have high expectations 
for children's behaviour. They speak to children in a respectful and gentle manner. 
Children display impressive levels of confidence as they interact positively with 
visitors and invite them to join their play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff show an impressive knowledge of child development and what they want 
children to learn. They make regular and precise assessments of what children 
know and can do to identify what they need to learn next. Staff carefully 
consider how they develop the environment to support and sequence children's 
learning. For example, children learn about sea animals as they play with water. 
Staff extend learning and teach children about aquariums in an age-appropriate 
way. This helps to shape children's learning and prepare them well for their next 
stage and eventual move to school.

n Staff provide children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) 
with a highly inclusive learning environment. Leaders are experienced and 
passionate about their role. Early intervention, targeted strategies and 
partnership work with other professionals ensure that there is a joint approach 
to supporting children's development. A recently developed sensory area 
provides children with a calm and nurturing space. Children with SEND make 
excellent progress.

n Partnership with parents is a strength of the pre-school. Parents say that staff 
are extremely caring and nurturing, which enables their children to flourish. Staff 
share lots of information about children's progress. For instance, through daily 
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conversations, online photos, stay and play sessions and termly assessment 
reports. Staff provide support and advice for parents to enhance and continue 
their children's learning at home.

n Staff place a strong focus on supporting children to develop excellent 
communication and language skills. They ensure children are immersed in a 
consistent language-rich environment and encourage them to express their own 
thoughts and ideas. Staff make wonderful use of group time to challenge 
children's imagination through skilful questioning. Children who speak English as 
an additional language are supported well. Staff use strategies, including 
Makaton, body language and facial expressions to understand each child's cues 
to communicate their needs and wants.

n Staff place an exceptional focus on promoting children's early mathematical 
skills. They weave number and mathematical thinking throughout all interactions 
with children. For instance, staff play a card game with the children using giant 
cards. They use mathematical language such as 'higher' and 'lower' as they turn 
each card over and encourage the children to guess. This sparks children's 
excitement and fosters their early mathematical and problem-solving skills.

n Staff encourage children to develop active and healthy lifestyles. Children benefit 
from lots of outdoor learning and physical play. They have regular opportunities 
to run, climb and balance in the outdoor area. Children bring their own packed 
lunches and staff offer guidance to families in how to provide healthy and 
nutritious food for them to eat. Leaders share oral health information with 
parents and encourage them to register with a dentist.

n Leadership and management are excellent. Leaders are passionate about the 
pre-school and strive to provide the very best for children. Staff morale is 
exceptionally high and they feel very well supported. Leaders are extremely 
proactive and hold frequent meetings with staff to discuss their professional 
development and best practice. Tailored training is exceptional and enhances the 
learning experience for all children. For example, autism training has enhanced 
staff knowledge and enabled them to support SEND children to access the pre-
school.

n Staff value and respect children's views and ensure that they have a strong voice 
within the pre-school. They support children to learn about democracy and 
contribute their ideas. For example, children take pride in being part of the 
children's council and suggest changes they want in their environment and new 
resources. This supports children to feel valued and empowered.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2682967

Local authority North Yorkshire

Inspection number 10357571

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 34

Name of registered person Brayton Headstart Preschool Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2682965

Telephone number 01757 291191

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Brayton Headstart Preschool Limited registered in 2022 and is located in Selby, 
North Yorkshire. The pre-school employs eight members of staff. All staff hold early 
years qualifications at level 3 or above. The manager holds a degree in early years. 
The pre-school opens from Monday to Thursday 9am until 5pm and 9am until 3pm 
on a Friday term time only. The pre-school offers the government funded places for 
childcare and receives specific funding for disadvantaged children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jennifer Cowton
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 

n Parents shared their views of the pre-school with the inspector. 
n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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