
Inspection of Kirton kites
Kirton and Falkenham Village Hall, 65 Falkenham Road, Kirton, Ipswich IP10 0QW

Inspection date: 21 May 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Friendly and attentive staff greet children at the door with a welcoming smile. Upon 
entering, children immediately self-select form the inviting and fun activities that 
are familiar to them. Staff provide tailored settling-in sessions, which help children 
build trusting and caring attachments to the nurturing staff. New babies and 
children settle swiftly, as familiar staff provide them with the right levels of support 
from the start. When babies become tired, staff play soothing sounds that are 
recognisable to them. This means they happily fall asleep, comfortable and 
reassured in their new surroundings.

Staff take a genuine interest in the children they care for. They talk to children 
about subjects that matter to them such as what they did on their recent holiday. 
Staff listen and respond with enthusiasm, which encourages children to eagerly tell 
them all about their trip. These pertinent conversations play a pivotal role in 
fostering their confidence and mental well-being.

Children show respect for each other and spontaneously display kind behaviours. 
Children offer to help their peers count dots on dice during a counting game and 
invite younger peers to read a story with them. Staff provide consistent and 
meaningful praise for these actions, motivating children to repeat these positive 
behaviours.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team and staff are passionate and care deeply about the role 
they play in shaping young minds. Staff are supported extremely well by the 
management team. They offer training and model good teaching. They listen to 
staff's knowledge of the children to ensure they are continually adapting to meet 
the needs of individual children. For example, staff converted an outdoor cabin 
into a calming, multi-purpose sensory room to support children who can become 
overwhelmed at times. As a result, children learn to self-regulate their behaviour 
and improve their focus and well-being.

n Parents say their children enjoy attending and praise the caring and dedicated 
staff. They express that they see the progress their children are making, 
especially in their confidence, and their speech and language development. Staff 
regularly share children's progress with parents and next steps they can review 
at home. Communication is reciprocal and staff make great use of information 
provided by parents, to plan activities that continually meet children's individual 
needs.

n A robust key-person system and regular assessment, ensures that all children 
make good progress from their starting points. Staff have a clear understanding 
of how children learn. The well-planned indoor and outdoor environment 
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supports children's exploratory play and learning through trial and error. Toddlers 
giggle and laugh as they explore a water activity. They delight in using their 
hand to hit the water, learning that the harder they hit the bigger the splash and 
the wetter they get. 

n Children play cooperatively and develop friendships as they make each other 
birthday cakes from play dough. Staff follow children's lead and extend their 
learning by introducing props such as candles, cake cases and baking trays. This 
skilful interaction sparks further imaginative play. Additionally, less confident 
children feel empowered as they proudly share their knowledge about how 
candles have a flame that can be blown out. However, occasionally staff do not 
make the most out of children's natural curiosities during play, to support them 
to explore their ideas in greater depth and extend on what they already know 
and can do. 

n Children learn good hygiene routines when staff gently guide them to visit the 
self-care station to learn how to blow their nose themselves. Children 
demonstrate becoming increasingly independent in their self-care care when 
washing their hands independently before eating and after visiting the toilet. 

n Support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is highly 
effective. The nursery has a trained special educational needs coordinator 
member of staff who frequently liaises with external agencies. They support 
parents with any referrals and put plans in place to help close any gaps in 
learning. Children benefit from small interaction groups where staff support 
children's speech and language development and accepting the needs of others 
through turn-taking games. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus on consistently supporting children to explore their own ideas in more 
depth, to extend their learning and build on what they already know and can do.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2678233

Local authority Suffolk

Inspection number 10344282

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 44

Name of registered person Twinkletoes Pre-School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911108

Telephone number 07395045606

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kirton Kites registered in 2022 and is situated in Kirton, Suffolk. The nursery 
employs eight members of childcare staff. Of these, five staff hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery is open each weekday, except 
for Thursday, during term time. It operates from 8.15am to 5.15pm, with flexible 
session times within these hours. A holiday club operates from 8.15am to 5.15pm 
for some of the year. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louisa Taylor
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discusses the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The nursery manager and the inspector completed a tour of the nursery, both 
indoors and outdoors, to understand how the early years provision and 
curriculum are organised. Additionally, the manager showed the inspector the 
premises and discussed how they ensure it is safe and suitable.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact that this had on children's learning. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of group activities with the 
manager and also discussed self-evaluation. 

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection. The inspector 
spoke with parents and carers during the inspection and also took account of 
their views.

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and also discussed self-
evaluation. The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of 
the suitability of the staff working in the nursery and a selection of other 
records.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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