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Met
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Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children enter the club happily and feel welcomed. They know where to put their 
things, and chat to staff who greet them warmly. Children enjoy taking part in lively 
sports activities, as staff set up a mini Olympics. Children carefully listen to 
instructions as they pass balls between them in a line, racing against their friends. 

Staff seek children's opinions so that they can shape the day to their choices. For 
example, children choose to spend more time outside playing mini Olympics, and to 
take part in craft activities later in the day. Staff give children clear instructions to 
help them learn how to take part safely. For example, children throw foam javelins, 
taking care to throw away from their friends. They clap excitedly when they see 
how far they have thrown them.

Staff plan and provide lively and fun group games for children, which help them to 
develop concentration and to work as a team. Children take part in these with 
enthusiasm. They enjoy shaking objects across a parachute, and lift the parachute 
high into the air as others run underneath it and swap places. 
 
Behaviour is managed consistently well. Children can see the rules on displays 
around the camp, and staff remind them of expectations. Any incidents are 
managed with minimal fuss as staff help children remember to share and to work 
cooperatively with their friends. Children are polite and cooperate well with each 
other. They thoroughly enjoy their time at the camp. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leaders of the camp have secure oversight of the quality of provision 
offered. They know the needs of the staff team well and offer support for staff 
to complete training that will increase their skills. Staff report that they enjoy 
working at the camp, and this helps them to be enthusiastic with the children. 
The camp also has a high level of staff retention. 

n Staff have a robust induction to help them to recognise and respond to any 
concerns about children. They have access to relevant training with a broad 
range of specialist courses for staff who hold specific roles, such as lifeguards 
and coaches. There are good support systems in place for staff, including to help 
staff with their emotional well-being.  

n Staff supervise children to promote their safety. They carefully escort children to 
the toilets, while providing respectful distance to respect their privacy. However, 
they remain on hand to support any children who may need extra help. Staff are 
vigilant about children's well-being, ensuring they have hats and suncream in the 
sun. Staff ensure children take regular breaks for water so they keep hydrated. 
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n Children have the opportunity to take part in exciting experiences, such as 
archery, dance and drama classes and swimming. These activities are firmly risk 
assessed. Equipment is checked regularly to ensure that all items are located 
and in good order. Areas where children take part in these activities are securely 
checked and all activities are run by staff who have relevant training. Staff show 
children how to handle equipment safely, and remind them about the importance 
of listening to instructions. As a result, children take part in interesting 
experiences, which are delivered safely to protect their well-being.

n Parents report that they are very happy with the care that their children receive 
at the camp. They always feel that their children have interesting things to do, 
and that they always seem happy when they collect them. They appreciate the 
consistency in staffing at the camp, and that they see staff they recognise. 

n Children have good opportunities to be creative. For example, they use clay to 
make models that represent different aspects of the Olympic Games. Children 
talk proudly about the different things they have made, including a surfer on a 
surfboard and the Olympic rings. Staff show great interest in the things children 
have made, which supports all children's self-esteem. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding which puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2677998

Local authority Hertfordshire

Inspection number 10344305

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 96

Number of children on roll 221

Name of registered person Young World Leisure Group Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900856

Telephone number 01480497533

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Barracudas Watford is one of several holiday activity day camps that are registered 
under Young World Leisure Group Limited. The camp registered in 2022. It is open 
each weekday from 8am to 6pm for four weeks during the summer school holidays, 
excluding bank holidays. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Naomi Brown
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector, the area manager and the early years manager completed a tour 
of the camp site and discussed the range of activities available for children.

n The early years manager and the inspector observed an activity using parachute 
games and discussed how these engaged children's interests. 

n The inspector spoke with the camp manager, the early years manager and the 
area manager about the leadership and management of the camp. 

n The inspector spoke with children during the inspection. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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