
Inspection of Bridgemont Nursery
Whaley Bridge Primary School, Buxton Road, Whaley Bridge, High Peak SK23 7HX

Inspection date: 25 June 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thrive in this nursery, where outdoor learning is a major feature in the 
curriculum. Staff understand that the large movements that children develop while 
dancing, digging and climbing are the building blocks to children having good 
posture and controlled hand movement when they begin to write. Staff take time 
to teach children how important it is to have clean hands before eating. Younger 
children are given the support they need to achieve this, while older children are 
independent and know how to wash and dry their hands. 

Children's learning is not limited by staff looking for a specific outcome from an 
activity. Instead, children make choices about where they play, and staff move to 
those areas to help most children to extend and develop their thinking. Staff offer 
adult-led activities that provoke children's curiosity, and provide opportunities to 
work on children's learning and development needs in fun and interesting ways. For 
example, children are keen to pick the pods from pea plants that they have grown 
and taste the freshly harvested peas. Staff use this activity skilfully to teach 
children how to wait for their turn and think about others. Children listen and watch 
as the staff member shows them how to open a pod, before having a go 
themselves, using their fingers carefully.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery is an interesting and welcoming place for young children to play in. 
The manager is very knowledgeable about children's development, and she has 
employed a staff team with an equally strong understanding. For the two years 
that children attend the nursery, the curriculum is strongly focused on 
developing children's skills and knowledge in preparation for when they start 
school. Right from the start, staff find out what children know and can do, and 
use the information they have to identify where children need the most support. 
They seek external professional support in addition to developing their own 
strategies to suit the individual child.

n Children learn the nursery routines, become independent and develop 
confidence. Staff skilfully use group times to give children responsibilities, such 
as being the helper. Children take pride in being given this role. They 
demonstrate that they can count objects accurately and speak clearly as they 
call out the names for registration.

n Staff have clear, simple rules in place for children to follow. The children know 
these rules and can explain what they mean and why they are needed. For 
example, they know that if they use kind hands people will not get hurt. On the 
whole, staff gently reinforce the rules with children. However, children who need 
more direct intervention to modify their behaviour do not always get the support 
they need, resulting in other children's experiences being disrupted.
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n Staff work hard to include all children fully in the daily experiences they offer. 
Staff prepare the environment carefully to create a spark of interest for children 
that they can build on. In the meadow area, most children become deeply 
engrossed in adult-led activities, such as learning from a staff member how to 
hold a bat to be more successful at hitting a ball. They also follow their own 
interests. For example, they dig soil out of the 'digging hole' and use it in their 
role play in the mud kitchen. Some of the quieter and newer children's 
experiences are not so strong. At times, they wander around the area on the 
edge of play and are not always noticed by staff. They are not often drawn into 
an activity or helped to choose something that they want to play with or do.

n Children are exposed to a wide range of vocabulary and mathematical language 
throughout the day. Topics are successfully used within the curriculum to 
introduce children to a diverse range of words. Small displays from previous 
topics are left up to provide conversation prompts for children to continue to use 
the words they have learned and share their knowledge. Staff's use of 
mathematical language is commonplace. For example, they talk about shape and 
explain to children that we know a shape is a square because it has four sides of 
the same size.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n be consistent in interventions to help children to modify how they behave, to 
reduce disruption to other children's learning

n help all children to learn how to access the learning opportunities on offer.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2673247

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10337184

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Barlow, Dawn Michelle

Registered person unique 
reference number RP516500

Telephone number 07855723646

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Bridgemont Nursery re-registered in new premises in 2022. It operates from a 
building in the grounds of Whaley Bridge Primary School, Whaley Bridge in the 
Derbyshire High Peak. There are six staff working with the children, five of whom 
have an early years qualification at level 3. The nursery offers places for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children in receipt of government funding.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Joanne Smith
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children and staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to the manager about the leadership and management of 

the setting.
n The inspector assessed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n Parents shared their views of the setting.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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