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The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

The childminder has established a warm and inviting environment, where children 
feel valued and safe. She is caring and nurturing in her interactions with them. She 
knows each child very well and uses this knowledge to plan a variety of engaging 
activities and experiences, tailored to their individual needs. The childminder 
focuses on providing experiences children may not get at school. This exposes 
them to diverse activities, such as outdoor exploration, creative arts, and practical 
life skills. These experiences support children's development by nurturing creativity, 
enhancing problem-solving abilities, and fostering a well-rounded understanding of 
the world.

The childminder also provides excellent support for children's communication and 
language skills. For example, she introduces new phrases to the children, such as 
'This is a one-off' and explains what it means. She uses open-ended questions and 
allows children time to think and respond.

Children display excellent behaviour, guided by the childminder's exemplary role 
modelling. She maintains high expectations for all children and sets clear, 
consistent boundaries. The childminder's positive praise encourages children to 
thrive. They listen and follow instructions well and show kindness towards each 
other.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder offers a wide range of activities with ample space, both inside 
and outside. Children's confidence and independence grows as they make 
choices, solve problems, and explore the environment on their own. They learn 
to navigate tasks independently and take responsibility for their actions in a safe 
and supportive setting.

n The childminder shares her behaviour management ethos with parents. She 
supports children's development by fostering a positive, understanding 
environment, where children learn to regulate their emotions and behaviours. 
This approach helps build their emotional resilience, self-esteem, and social 
skills, promoting healthier relationships and overall well-being.

n Children freely express their ideas and feelings about what they want to do. The 
childminder teaches them valuable lessons, such as how to save for things that 
they want. This helps support their development by instilling important financial 
literacy skills, such as budgeting, and goal setting. This process helps children 
understand the value of money, make thoughtful decisions, and develop self-
discipline, laying the foundation for responsible financial habits in the future.

n Children engage in activities for prolonged periods of time. They focus and 
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persist trying to put up a swing using hooks between two trees. They delight at 
the results when they succeed on their own. Opportunities such as these support 
their development by building resilience and problem-solving skills. This 
perseverance helps children learn that effort and determination can lead to 
success, building their confidence and the ability to tackle challenges 
independently in the future.

n Children are clearly happy and feel safe. They have areas to go when they want 
to rest. This helps children to recharge, which is essential for their physical and 
emotional well-being. It also teaches them to listen to their bodies and manage 
their energy levels, promoting self-care.

n Parents are very happy with the care that the childminder provides. This creates 
positive, trusting relationships between the childminder and the families. Open, 
two-way communication helps ensure the children's needs are consistently met. 
This promotes the children's overall well-being and development. Additionally, 
the professional relationship the childminder has built with parents helps support 
continuity of care. This makes for smoother transitions and provides children 
with a sense of security.

n The childminder reflects on her practice through discussions with other 
professionals. This leads to shared insights, new ideas, and improved strategies 
that enhance the quality of care provided. Children benefit as the childminder is 
always looking to provide them with more effective, engaging, and supportive 
experiences that cater to their developmental needs.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2670881

Local authority Suffolk

Inspection number 10350740

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 12

Total number of places 8

Number of children on roll 18

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2022 and is based in Beccles, Suffolk. The 
childminder is open from Tuesday to Thursday 3pm to 6pm term time and 8.30am 
to 6pm in the school holidays. The childminder closes for bank holidays and family 
holidays. The childminder holds a relevant qualification at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nina Hopson

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.  

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they 
ensure they are safe and suitable. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request. 
n Parents shared their views of the childminder with the inspector.  
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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