
Childminder report

Inspection date: 15 May 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children confidently skip up the garden path with a spring in their step. On arrival, 
the childminder takes time to talk to children and their parents, who she knows so 
well. She speaks in a calm and encouraging tone of voice, which supports children 
to foster trusting and caring relationships with her. Children feel safe and a sense 
of belonging as the childminder listens and responds to their thoughts and ideas 
about what they would like to play with first.

The childminder consistently praises children's efforts and achievements. This 
means that they develop positive attitudes to learning and understand what is 
expected of them. The childminder teaches children how to keep themselves safe 
on daily outings. They demonstrate good knowledge of road safety when they stop 
at the edge of the road and explain they are looking out for cars.

Real-life experiences give children the opportunity to learn from, and be part of, 
their local community. The childminder regularly takes them to visit the local care 
home. Here, they develop social skills and learn empathy and caring for others with 
different physical abilities. Children demonstrate high levels of respect for others. 
They politely say 'thank you' when a familiar neighbour praises how nicely they 
walk together.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Indoor and outdoor environments are stimulating and inviting. Resources are 
easily accessible, age-appropriate and promote inclusion. They support children 
to make independent choices and lead their own learning through play. The 
childminder gathers in-depth knowledge about children's learning and 
development before they start, and through ongoing assessments and parent 
discussions. As a result, resources and planned activities continuously meet 
children's individual interests and support children to build on what they already 
know and can do.

n The childminder has a good understanding of how children learn. For example, 
while children are using bingo pens to make 'spotty' pictures, they tell the 
childminder the pens are not working. The childminder supports their critical 
thinking skills by asking children why they are not working. They share ideas and 
then she asks them to shake the pen to see if they can hear any ink inside. This 
interactive teaching is meaningful because older children recall what they have 
learned and teach their younger peers to shake the pen and check for ink.

n The childminder's own speaking and the way she reads to children excites and 
engages them to develop their own language and vocabulary well. All children, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, receive the 
support they need and make good progress in their speech and language 
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development. The childminder works closely with parents and other outside 
professionals such as speech and language therapists to ensure this.

n Children often show acts of kindness and consideration to their peers. For 
example, a child notices there is water at the bottom of the slide and wipes it 
away for them. Children learn to accept the needs of others as the childminder 
uses positive role modelling and introduces turn-taking games.   

n The childminder understands the importance of outdoor play to support 
children's physical well-being. Children relish learning outdoors and notice 
changes in the environment, such as when it has been raining. They enjoy 
counting and naming the colours of flowers they recognise from a previous walk. 
Occasionally, children start to lose focus on indoor activities, and they start to 
show behaviours such as climbing and chasing their peers. The childminder does 
not always encourage them to access the outdoor space, which enables children 
to more appropriately engage in this type of play. 

n Mealtimes are sociable and support children to become increasingly independent 
in their self-care needs. Children show determination and perseverance, for 
example, while learning to pour their own drink. Children are learning good 
hygiene habits and know to independently wash their hands before eating.

n Parents report overwhelming praise for the support the childminder gives to 
themselves and their children. The childminder organises charity fundraising 
events and undertakes specific training to continually strive to support the 
individual needs of the children she cares for.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus on redirecting children to alternative play experiences in response to 
changes in their engagement and attitudes to learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2668478

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10344299

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 7

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 11

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2022 and lives in Colchester, Essex. She operates 
term time only, from 8.30am to 5.30pm Monday to Wednesday and Thursday from 
3pm to 5.30pm, except for bank holidays and family holidays. The childminder 
holds an appropriate childcare qualification at level 4. She provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louisa Taylor
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder.

n The childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss 
the childminder's intention for children's learning. The childminder discussed 
with the inspector how they ensure that both the indoor and outside 
environments are safe and suitable.

n The inspector spoke with a selection of parents to gather their views on the 
childcare setting.

n The inspector discussed with the childminder how she implements the 
curriculum and supports all children to make progress, including how the 
childminder plans, observes and assesses children in her care.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 
impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the childminder and took 
account of her reflections.

n The inspector asked the childminder questions throughout the inspection to 
establish her understanding of how to safeguard children. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Childminder report
15 May 2024 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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