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The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

The children settle quickly to the wide range of activities and experiences on offer 
at this well-organised after-school provision. The leaders and staff team work hard 
to foster good relationships with the children. They are keen to seek children's 
ideas and opinions to inform what is provided at the club. This contributes towards 
children's views being valued.

Staff explain the plan for the session. This is so children are clear about the 
availability of activities in the school hall, computer room and extensive outside 
play areas. Children are encouraged to be independent and select the experiences 
they wish to engage in. They demonstrate good behaviour and show kindness and 
courtesy to their friends. Staff are positive role models to children and adapt their 
approach to respectfully meet their individual needs. This includes ensuring 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities have adaptions in place, 
so inclusive practice is upheld.

Children demonstrate high levels of sustained concentration as they engage in 
chess games, build marble runs and confidently access computer programmes. 
Children use good levels of language to express play ideas to their peers. Staff 
provide ample opportunities to support children to be physically active and develop 
their gross motor skills. For example, children access a large trim trail, scooters and 
engage in team games, such as football. Staff weave in other beneficial skills to 
teach children how to work as a team, listen to one another and develop resilience 
when learning how to win and lose.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders strive to ensure all children have quality experiences to play, learn and 
relax with their friends after a busy day at school. Leaders seek the views of 
children, staff and parents in a variety of ways to reflect on the quality of their 
provision. This enables them to self-evaluate their strengths and identify what 
they want to develop to drive continuous improvement. 

n Leaders ensure there is a daily team briefing so all staff are clear on their roles 
and responsibilities. This also provides an opportunity for staff to share their 
ideas and skills to expand the range of activities available to children. Staff are 
deployed well and communicate through walkie-talkies, this ensures children are 
supervised effectively to keep them safe. On occasion, staff do not notice when 
some children are not participating to quickly re-engage them in play. Despite 
this minor oversight, children demonstrate they are happy and thoroughly enjoy 
spending time with their friends at the club.

n Staff have good oversight in making sure that what they provide is adapted to 
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meet the varying ages and stages of children's development. Staff seek out 
inventive ways to support children to learn while having fun. For example, 
younger children and staff use chalk outdoors to create tracks for their toy cars. 
They are completely absorbed in their play and delight in testing out their ideas 
to experiment using different ways to make their toy cars travel left, right, under 
and over. Staff use this opportunity to teach younger children about positional 
language to build on their existing mathematical knowledge. At times, some staff 
are eager to ask children multiple questions without giving them sufficient 
thinking time to respond. Nevertheless, children show a real keenness to proudly 
talk about what they know to adults and peers alike. 

n Leaders and staff model to children the importance of contributing towards their 
own good health and well-being. This includes joining in with physical games, 
managing their own hygiene and behaving well when independently collecting a 
hearty cooked meal. Children demonstrate good manners and chat socially to a 
variety of friends and staff while eating their tea. At times, noise levels can 
escalate which can be difficult for some children, but overall, there is a positive 
atmosphere to support children to thrive.   

n Leaders work closely with their staff to provide one-to-one meetings. This 
enables leaders to hold discussions so they are assured staff remain suitable. 
Additionally, leaders provide ongoing support and training opportunities. The 
designated safeguarding lead ensures the staff team have a secure 
understanding of child protection issues. Furthermore, staff are clear about their 
responsibility to report concerns immediately and know the process to follow to 
ensure children are effectively safeguarded.

n Leaders and staff have positive partnership working with the school and parents. 
This is to ensure they hold the relevant information they need, to enable staff to 
meet children's individual care and learning needs. Leaders provide regular 
feedback and updates. Parents commend the provision and comment how their 
children enjoy attending.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2665848

Local authority Brighton and Hove

Inspection number 10347123

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 120

Number of children on roll 190

Name of registered person PLAY at Saltdean LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number 2665847

Telephone number 07392735891

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

PLAY at Saltdean LTD originally registered in 2016. It re-registered due to a change 
in company status in 2022. It operates from Saltdean Primary School in Brighton. 
The club provides out-of-school care from 3pm to 6pm, each weekday during term 
times. During some school holiday periods, the club opens from 8am to 5pm. The 
two providers are both qualified teachers. They employ 11 members of staff who 
are qualified between levels 2, 3 and 6.  Three staff hold qualified teacher status.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sherrie Nyss
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider.

n The inspector reviewed the provision with the leader and discussed how they 
organise routines, activities and the safety and suitability of the premises. 

n The inspector observed the quality of interactions between staff and children 
during activities and routines to assess the impact this has on children.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at suitable times during the 
inspection.

n A joint observation was completed and discussed with one of the leaders.
n The inspector held a discussion with the nominated individual, assisted by the 

co-director, in relation to the leadership and management of the provision.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as safeguarding policies, 

evidence of vetting checks and first-aid certificates.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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