
Childminder report

Inspection date: 10 June 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder is warm and nurturing in her approach to caring for children. She 
is highly attentive to their needs and is a wonderful play companion, valuing 
children's ideas and ensuring children are listened to. In turn, children demonstrate 
they feel entirely at ease in the childminder's care. These strong feelings of security 
empower children to become confident and motivated learners. They eagerly 
navigate the plentiful resources in the environment and show self-assurance as 
they make choices in where and what to play with. The childminder ensures 
children's interests are at the centre of her planning, using what children know and 
are drawn to. As a result, children become absorbed in their play and learning, 
showing excellent concentration and persistence.

The childminder has high expectations of children and what they can achieve. Her 
curriculum is ambitious for all children, ensuring they continually develop new skills 
and knowledge, based on firm foundations. For example, children quickly move 
from play with construction vehicles following an emerging interest, to being able 
to identify the 'bulldozer' during a game of hide of seek. Children make excellent 
progress and are very well prepared for the next stage of their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has an in-depth knowledge of early years and how children 
learn. She uses her skills to observe and assess what children know and can do 
and the skills they need to develop. The childminder uses this information to 
plan activities and experiences, firmly matched to children's interests, to help 
them make good progress.

n The childminder's clear curriculum around children's personal, social and 
emotional development supports children's early development in building 
relationships. The childminder supports young children to acknowledge their 
peers. She talks with children about what they can see others doing and 
suggests ways to play together. Children develop excellent skills in developing 
friendships and social awareness.

n The childminder understands the importance of sharing information with 
parents. She uses a range of methods to share feedback on children's progress 
and photos of children at play. While the childminder is successful in informing 
parents, she is less effective in finding ways to encourage more of a two-way-
flow of communication. As a result, she is not as well informed about the 
progress children are making at home. 

n Children are supported to develop positive behaviours. There is a consistent 
routine in place that helps children to understand what is expected of them as 
well as the rules and boundaries in place. As a result, children respond positively 
to requests and instructions from the childminder and learn to be patient and 
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cooperative. These attributes provide a secure foundation for learning in later 
life. 

n The childminder promotes children's good health. She provides children with 
daily opportunities for fresh air in her well-equipped garden. She also ensures 
they are safe in the sun and that their skin is protected with sun cream. She 
talks to children about the importance of rest, and children recognise when they 
are tired and need to sleep. Children learn important skills to manage their own 
good health.

n The childminder is committed to her professional development, which is rooted 
in the interests of the children. She seeks out an array of training and 
development opportunities, which she implements swiftly into her practice. 
Recent training in communication and language has helped her understand how 
to focus her curriculum to build on children's core skills in communication. The 
childminder's growing expertise in early years is having a positive impact on 
children's learning.

n The childminder has an ambitious vision for her provision. She continually 
reflects on the effectiveness of her curriculum, carefully considering how 
improvements can be made to provide even higher quality of care and education 
for children. As a result, her practice continually evolves to meet the needs of 
the children attending.

n The childminder has some access to information from other settings the children 
attend. She uses this information very effectively to inform her own assessments 
and planning. However, she has not been as effective in seeking this information 
more consistently. As a result, she is less well informed about how children are 
developing at the other settings they attend to help complement her own 
planning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus more precisely on partnership working to promote a strong collaborative 
approach to children's care and learning at home and in the other settings they 
attend. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2663950

Local authority Cumberland

Inspection number 10335387

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 8

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2021 and lives in Whitehaven. She operates Monday 
to Thursday from 7.30am to 4.30pm and from 7.30am to 1pm on Fridays. The 
childminder works all year round, with the exception of bank holidays and family 
holidays. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Katie Sparrow

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder.

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises their 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for their early years 
foundation stage curriculum.

n Children spoke to and communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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