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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Staff greet children kindly as they collect them from their classrooms. They 
encourage children to become independent in their self-care as they ask them to 
hang up their coats and school bags. The manager and staff team ensure that the 
club is well organised and inviting. They plan exciting activities that children happily 
and independently choose from as they arrive from school. Staff talk to children 
thoughtfully and with warmth, promoting mutual respect and kindness. They 
support children to quickly settle at this friendly club and help them to form 
positive friendships. Children thoroughly enjoy playing games with their friends. For 
example, they talk to each other and share resources as they play in the cosy role-
play tent.

Children are friendly and sociable towards each other and enjoy being independent 
and helpful. Staff give children responsibilities such as reading part of the story at 
story time. Children independently serve their own snack and put their plates in the 
sink to be washed when they have finished eating. Staff use resources 
imaginatively to stimulate children's interest. For example, children learn to use 
knives safely. Staff put real apples and pears with chopping boards and safety 
knives, to encourage children to practise using their fine motor skills as they cut 
them up. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The staff team are clear about what they intend children to learn at the club. 
They set up areas for different types of play. They create areas for children to be 
imaginative, such as making pictures with a similar style to an artist they have 
been talking about. Children benefit from quiet areas, where they can relax and 
read a book or use construction toys to create their own models. 

n Staff promote children's behaviour with a range of strategies, such as giving the 
children clear instructions. Children enjoy playing in mixed-age groups and 
younger children benefit from the help older children offer them. For example, 
older children help the younger children to find words in word searches. Staff 
praise the care shown by the older children towards the younger ones as they 
play cooperatively with each other. However, staff do not always explain the 
reasons for the club rules, to support children's understanding and enable them 
to manage their own behaviour.

n Children are provided with a range of healthy and nutritious snacks to choose 
from. Snack time is a social occasion as children sit and talk with their friends 
and staff about their school day. They develop good table manners and 
understanding of hygiene as they independently wash their hands.

n The manager and staff at the club have developed effective communication 
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systems with the host school. Many members of staff also work at the host 
school, which aids their understanding of what children are currently learning at 
school. Staff plan activities at the club to support children to consolidate their 
learning at school. For example, staff read stories to increase children's love of 
literature. They use the stories children are familiar with, such as 'Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears' to develop children's story telling skills. Staff ensure any 
messages from school are passed on to parents when children are collected to 
go home.

n Staff communicate well with parents. They gather information from parents 
about their children. For example, they find out about likes and dislikes, family 
members and any medical needs to ensure children are fully supported. Parents 
speak extremely positively about the club and the staff. They appreciate the 
opportunities for their children to socialise and enjoy activities with their friends. 
Parents comment their children are always happy to attend the club and find the 
staff approachable and helpful. They say that children talk about what they have 
done at the club and enjoy the activities that staff provide.

n Leaders provide staff with high levels of support. They have a high regard for 
maintaining a happy and well-trained staff. Staff feel valued by leaders and enjoy 
their work. All staff complete mandatory training, including safeguarding and 
first aid as well as food hygiene and training about children's food allergies. 
Regular supervisions and appraisals enable further training opportunities to be 
identified and accessed.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

Inspection report: The Lime Trees at Richard Bonington Primary and Nursery 
School
30 January 2024

3



Setting details
Unique reference number 2653632

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10305320

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 160

Name of registered person The Lime Trees Group CIC

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532825

Telephone number 07766773723

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Lime Trees at Richard Bonington Primary and Nursery School registered in 
2021 and is situated in Arnold, Nottinghamshire. The club employs four members 
of childcare staff. Of these, one holds an appropriate early years qualification at 
level 3. The club opens from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 
7.30 until 9am and 3.30 until 5.45pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lianne McElvaney
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The manager talked to the inspector about activities provided at the club to 
share what the staff provide and how this assists children in their learning and 
development.

n The quality of interactions during activities was observed, and the inspector 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with management, staff, parents and the children at 
appropriate times throughout the inspection.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.  
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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