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The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are pleased to see familiar staff, who meet them from their classrooms at 
the end of the day. Staff greet children with big smiles and show a genuine interest 
as they ask children about their activities at school. Children chat happily and 
proudly show off their artwork. They clearly know the routines to walk to the club 
and any anxieties about moving from one place to another are fleeting. On arrival, 
staff encourage children to freely choose what they want to do. For some children, 
it is having a snack to boost their energy. Others cannot wait to play, only to return 
later to help themselves to the suitably nutritious food and drinks. 

Despite only attending the club for a short time, younger children confidently find 
toys they want to play with. Being outside is a firm favourite and staff ensure 
children have plenty to do in the fresh air. Younger children are becoming more 
accustomed to mixing with older friends. They play well together at the sand tray 
and share resources and ideas to create things or fill different containers. Children 
know where they can play and understand what is expected of them. Staff are 
confident to intervene when necessary and, consequently, children's behaviour is 
very good. Children clearly enjoy their time at the club.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The proprietor and senior leadership team have a strong ethos for children's free 
play in their after-school hours. They strive for high-quality provisions and work 
hard to ensure the principles they believe in are threaded through everything 
they do. Children benefit from this greatly as they develop confidence, skills and 
knowledge that complements what they learn elsewhere.

n The leadership team has high expectations and provides robust induction and 
training for staff. This has a very good impact on staff practice. Staff readily 
explain what they have been taught and demonstrate it well as they play and 
spend time with children. For example, staff have a good awareness of when to 
join children as they play and when it is appropriate to allow children to become 
engrossed in their play without interruption.

n Staff provide a wide range of activities and playthings suitable for the age range 
of children attending. Resources are of a good quality. The environment is 
organised well, and children confidently find things of interest. Staff regularly 
consult with children about what is on offer and do their best to provide children 
with additional resources when requested. This is especially beneficial as 
children want to try new things or are developing new interests. 

n Staff are attentive and kind to children, especially those starting the club for the 
first time. Children's personal care is tackled sensitively and during those early 
days, staff ensure children are comfortable and ready to play. Children are given 
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the time they need to sit quietly and rest if needed. Staff are observant as 
children play and talk confidently about individual children's preferences and 
interests at the club. They value the partnership with the host school and know 
how vital this is to benefit children's holistic development.

n Parents speak highly about the staff and the club. They say children enjoy 
attending and feel well informed about children's experiences after school. 
Parents appreciate the secure environment at the club and the procedures in 
place to ensure only permissible people collect children at the end of the day.

n Staff interactions with children are very good. They join children's play when 
appropriate and offer plenty of praise and encouragement as children learn new 
skills. For example, children enjoy learning to manipulate the handles when 
playing table football. Staff are good role models and show enthusiasm for their 
work. 

n Children are learning how to keep themselves safe through play. They readily 
use helmets when riding scooters and are mindful to keep others safe as they 
ride around. Children have great fun and thoroughly enjoy their time at the club. 
They appreciate the freedom they have yet respect that at times, rules need to 
be followed. For example, children respond swiftly when reminded about 
keeping ride-along toys outside on the playground. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good knowledge of safeguarding matters. They are aware of the signs 
that children have been harmed and the procedure they need to follow to share 
their concerns. Robust recruitment procedures are in place to ensure only suitable 
staff work with children at the club. Risk assessments are thorough and make good 
consideration for children's safety. Where accidents occur, swift remedies are 
sought to prevent further incidents from happening where possible.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2647382

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10300982

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 80

Name of registered person Cambridge Kidsclub Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906932

Telephone number 01223 622 848

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Cambridge Kids Club @ Histon registered in 2021. It is located on the site of, but 
independent from, Histon and Impington Brook Primary School, in Histon, 
Cambridgeshire. The club operates term time only. Breakfast club is from 7.45am 
to 9am and after-school club runs from 3pm until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jacqueline Baker
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the club received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
senior leadership team and has taken this into account in her evaluation of the 
provider.

n The senior leadership team talked to the inspector about how the provision is 
organised to meet children's needs and promote their enjoyment.

n The inspector observed the quality of interactions during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact of these. 

n Members of the senior leadership team joined the inspector to observe and 
discuss activities and staff practice. 

n The inspector spoke to parents, staff and children on the day of the inspection 
and took their views into account. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 
staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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