
Inspection of Forest Feet Outdoor 
Nursery 
Lymefield Outdoor Learning Centre, Lower Market Street, Lymefield, Broadbottom, 
Hyde SK14 6AG

Inspection date: 5 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders and practitioners have created a purposeful outdoor learning space, which 
is surrounded by an abundance of wild woodland for children to explore, make 
independent choices, manage their own risk and develop secure relationships. The 
woodland and garden area are secure. Leaders operate the setting following the 
forest school and Montessori approach, while ensuring children are provided with 
experiences that meet the seven areas of learning and development. Leaders have 
devised a curriculum intent which is centred around the holistic development of 
each child. This promotes supporting the development of the whole child. Children 
enjoy yoga and stretch sessions, which support their physical development as well 
as providing them with a moment of calm and relaxation.

Children are encouraged to explore the environment using all their senses. This 
helps them to discover their likes and dislikes. Children learn how to live 
sustainably and how to respect and look after the earth. Children enjoy freedom to 
explore and engage in adventures. For example, they climb trees, build their own 
dens and balance on wooden beams they have placed over tyres. Children search 
the woodland area to collect logs and branches to make 'rhino traps'. They engage 
in imaginative and creative play and have the space to express themselves fully.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have an ambitious curriculum intent in place, which is implemented well 
by all practitioners. Children learn how to take risks in a controlled way. Children 
enjoy sitting around the campfire to eat some meals. Practitioners support 
children to learn about healthy food choices. Before and after meals, children are 
encouraged by practitioners to spot any risks in the outdoor space. This supports 
children to learn about any dangers and how to safely remove them. 

n Children learn how to dress themselves in appropriate outdoor clothing. They 
put on puddle suits and wellies in the cold weather to ensure they can fully 
embrace the learning experiences outside. Practitioners support children to learn 
about the changing seasons to support them to understand the world around 
them.

n Practitioners take time at the end of each day to sit around the fire and talk to 
the children about their day. Children are encouraged to share and reflect on 
their experiences. Practitioners read stories to children and encourage them to 
join in with familiar songs and nursery rhymes. This supports children's 
communication development. 

n Practitioners ensure that children have natural breaks during the day to rest. 
Children have plenty of spaces to relax, such as in the hammocks and on 
sleeping mats. Practitioners ensure children are supervised and that they are 
safe while sleeping. This provides children with the opportunity to recharge for 
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the rest of their day. 
n Leaders and practitioners support children with special educational needs and/or 

disabilities well. They have recently started working with other professionals, 
such as speech and language therapists, to ensure that the individual needs of 
children are met. 

n Practitioners have setting rules and boundaries in place which they talk to the 
children about and remind them of these throughout the day. Children behave 
well. However, on occasion while indoors some children struggle to follow the 
routines and consider how their behaviours affect their peers. At times, this 
means some children's experiences are not fully enhanced. 

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents attend regular weekend forest 
school sessions, where families share the children's experiences of the setting. 
Leaders and practitioners regularly feedback on children's behaviour and 
progress to parents. They use various methods, such as daily handovers, an 
online app and messaging. This also allows parents to keep in touch with the 
setting and find out what their children are doing.

n Most children are confident and happy to lead their own learning. However, 
there are children who are quieter and less confident. Although these children 
contentedly move around the space and observe what their friends are doing, 
they do not always engage in learning experiences. Practitioners do not always 
support these children to fully get involved. Therefore, at times these children's 
learning is not always extended. 

n Leaders have taken time recently to reflect on the management of the setting. 
They have ensured that the suitability of all practitioners who work with children 
has been checked before they are left unsupervised with children. Leaders 
ensure that practitioners are deployed effectively and that children are always 
well supervised. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support practitioners to develop the implementation of the curriculum, 
particularly regarding personal development, to help all children to become 
engaged and involved in learning experiences

n support all children to learn how their behaviour and actions impact on others, 
particularly when indoors. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2644012

Local authority Tameside

Inspection number 10308646

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 15

Name of registered person Campbell, Nikita

Registered person unique 
reference number 2644013

Telephone number 01457 764990

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Forest Feet Outdoor Nursery registered in 2021. They are based in the 
Broadbottom area of Hyde. The nursery is open term time only, Tuesday to Friday, 
8am to 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Suzanne Fenwick
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to practitioners at appropriate times during the inspection 
and took account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of practitioners working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024

Inspection report: Forest Feet Outdoor Nursery 
5 March 2024 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

