
Inspection of YMCA Childcare - St 
Teresas
St. Teresas Catholic Voluntary Academy, Kingsbury Drive, Nottingham NG8 3EP

Inspection date: 19 July 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children chat happily with staff as they collect them from school and walk them to 
the club. They appear relaxed as they engage with each other and staff, showing 
they have developed trusting relationships. Children quickly choose what they 
would like to do first from the wide range of activities. When staff take the register, 
children sit quietly as staff ask them each, in turn, to tell everyone about a 
favourite place they have visited. Children are confident to talk about the different 
places they have been, as staff listen carefully to what they have to say. Staff give 
younger children extra time to think about how they want to respond and ask them 
questions to encourage them. 

Children engage in a range of creative activities, including building with 
construction toys. Some children sit and concentrate as they carefully copy 
illustrations from a book, while others colour in pictures and chat with staff about 
what they have been doing during the day. Staff engage children's interests as 
they introduce card games about racing cars. Other children use their imaginations 
as they make up a game using dinosaur figures with their friends. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has a clear vision for children, and she wants them to enjoy their 
time at the club while learning something new. She aims to provide children with 
a wide range of activities to broaden their experiences and develop their 
interests. 

n Staff provide a range of games, crafts and activities based on what children say 
they like to do. The manager brings in staff with additional skills to support 
children and to extend the range of activities available in response to children's 
interests, such as playing different sports and chess. Children can see what 
activities are planned for the week as staff put up a timetable of activities on the 
club notice board. 

n The staff know the children well. Each child has a named member of staff as 
their key person, who gets to know their care needs and develops a close 
relationship with them and their parents. Staff work closely with the host school 
to ensure that relevant information is shared, so that they can meet children's 
individual needs.

n Staff talk with children about the club's values, including caring, honesty, 
respect, and responsibility. They award wristbands and certificates to children 
when they work hard to put these values into practice. Consequently, children 
learn to behave well. They talk politely with the adults around them and 
demonstrate kindness to one another.  

n Children learn to be independent. They clear the table and collect plates and 
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cups after their snack. Staff encourage younger children to do things for 
themselves. For example, they encourage them to have a go at peeling their 
own fruit before offering to help them. 

n Children have lots of opportunities to be physically active, both indoors and 
outside. They shoot basketball hoops, play football, dance and play on outdoor 
equipment, such as the climbing wall. Staff closely supervise children to keep 
them safe. Inside, staff encourage children to play a jumping game. Children 
laugh as they try to remember which way to jump as staff call out instructions. 

n Staff encourage children to celebrate what makes them unique and to value 
each other's differences. They listen to children as they share their experiences 
and help them understand the importance of showing respect to others. Staff 
organise celebrations to mark festivals from different traditions, such as Diwali 
and Chinese New Year.

n The manager considers ways to improve the club. For example, she recognises 
children who cannot yet read struggle to understand the activities timetable. The 
manager plans to add pictures of activities, so they can understand what 
activities are on offer.

n Parents say their children like attending the club. They comment that staff are 
supportive, friendly, and flexible. Children state they enjoy the activities, 
especially colouring, playing outside, and getting to know children of different 
ages from school.   

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff know the signs and symptoms of abuse and neglect. They 
understand what to do if they are worried about a child's well-being. Staff keep 
their knowledge up to date by attending regular safeguarding training and 
managers lead discussions about emerging concerns in staff meetings. Staff are 
aware of the importance of internet safety and talk to children about how to keep 
themselves safe online. Managers have undertaken safer recruitment training and 
implemented robust recruitment arrangements to ensure that staff are appropriate 
to work with children. Staff regularly check the premises for potential hazards and 
update risk assessments to keep children safe. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2643388

Local authority Nottingham

Inspection number 10295759

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

5 to 11

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 60

Name of registered person YMCA Robin Hood Group

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903314

Telephone number 0115 711 7006

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

YMCA Childcare - St Teresas registered in 2021 and operates from St Teresas 
Catholic Primary School in Nottingham. The club employs four members of 
childcare staff. Of these, three hold appropriate early years qualifications between 
level 3 and 6. The club opens Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 8.50am and from 
3pm to 5.45pm, during term time only. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Ann Carter
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider has received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the provider and has taken this into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector observed interactions between the staff and the children during 
indoor and outdoor activities. 

n The inspector engaged in discussions with the manager, the staff and the 
children at appropriate times during the inspection. 

n A sample of the club's documents was reviewed by the inspector. 
n The inspector spoke to parents and took their views into account.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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