
Inspection of Kids Planet Woodstock 
Road Day Nursery
92 Woodstock Road, Oxford OX2 7ND

Inspection date: 6 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children demonstrate that they are happy and settled at the nursery. They clearly 
enjoy the curriculum activities on offer and have fun participating in them. Children 
are interested and excited by the activities and become absorbed in these. For 
example, younger children enjoy sensory play where they have great fun exploring 
with herbs, flowers and real vegetables in the garden. Staff have strong 
expectations for children. They know them well and have a clear vision of what 
they want the children to learn. For instance, staff understand the intent behind all 
activities is to support children's communication and language. Therefore, staff 
engage purposefully with the children, providing a narrative of what they are doing 
to help children hear spoken language fluently. 

Children play in a safe, inviting and child-friendly environment. All children enjoy 
being outside and there is a strong focus on outdoor play. Children of all ages are 
learning to take risks as they use various equipment to create obstacle courses, 
climb and balance. This promotes children's physical development well. Children 
behave well, and many have built meaningful friendships with each other. For 
example, children play well together and older children are heard checking in on 
their friends to ensure they are alright. All children, including those who receive 
additional funding, demonstrate that they are making good progress.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and leadership team have made significant improvements to the 
nursery since the last inspection. They have taken action to address the previous 
actions raised and minimised all safety concerns. All staff have received regular 
support and training to enhance the quality of their teaching. For example, 
recent training has strengthened staff's knowledge and understanding of the 
care of babies. 

n The staffing team has increased sufficiently in the last few months and overall, 
staff provide good quality care and education for all children. However, at times, 
some staff's teaching and practice are not precise enough to support children's 
independence and fully extend their learning. For example, some staff undertake 
tasks for children that they are capable of doing by themselves. In addition, at 
times, they do not allow children time to process their thoughts and respond to 
the questions they ask of them. The manager is aware of staff's strengths and 
aspects of their practice that can be developed further. 

n Staff plan and provide a varied curriculum which helps children make good 
progress in their learning and development. Staff support the children well and 
follow their interests. For instance, as babies explore different textures, such as 
sand, staff talk to them about how this feels. They model feeling the sand 
through their fingers to encourage the babies to explore.
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n Children behave well. They show kindness and consideration for each other and 
have clearly developed lovely friendships. This is seen as children call out to one 
another to play with them on the slides and sing songs using their pretend 
microphone. Staff support children's understanding of rules well and talk to them 
about consequences to their actions, such as kicking the cones. Younger children 
are taught how to sit safely, when staff ask them if their feet can touch the 
floor.

n Staff promote communication and language well. Staff increase children's 
vocabulary as they read stories and sing spontaneously with children throughout 
the day. For example, as toddlers play with pretend animals in the water, staff 
sing 'Old MacDonald had a farm'. Older children use scientific language, such as 
'pipette' and 'syringe' when they explore fruit juice and create potions. 

n Children have a good understanding of the importance of maintaining good 
hygiene routines. For example, as children wash their hands before meals, staff 
encourage and talk to the children about the significance of washing between 
their fingers. Staff understand how to cater for children's specific requirements, 
such as those with food allergies. All children enjoy a healthy and well-balanced 
snacks and meals, freshly prepared for them by the chef. Children benefit from 
regular cooking activities with the chef which helps them to build skills for their 
future. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff complete suitable risk assessments and ensure that the environment in which 
children play is safe and secure. All staff including apprentices have a 
comprehensive understanding of their roles and responsibilities to safeguard 
children. The management team ensure that all staff undertake regular child 
protection training. This helps the staff to know and understand the signs and 
indicators that may mean a child is at risk of harm. Robust recruitment 
arrangements for all staff, including agency workers, meet the safer recruitment 
processes. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n monitor the quality of teaching even more closely to identify further areas where 
staff can develop their practice and extend their teaching.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2641107

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10259418

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 84

Number of children on roll 82

Name of registered person Kids Planet Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900964

Telephone number 01865593870

Date of previous inspection 27 September 2022

Information about this early years setting

Kids Planet Woodstock Road Day Nursery registered in July 2021. The nursery is 
owned by Kids Planet Day Nurseries Limited. It is one of five local nurseries run on 
behalf of Oxford University. It is located in the University area of Oxfordshire. The 
nursery is open from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round. There are 36 
staff employed at the nursery, 14 of whom hold early years qualifications at level 2 
and above. The nursery provides funded places for children aged three and four 
years old.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Tracy Bartholomew
Lisa Robinson
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Inspection activities

n The inspectors discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager explained the nursery curriculum during a learning walk with the 
inspectors.

n The manager and one of the inspectors completed a joint observation of an 
activity together and discussed the quality of teaching and learning afterwards.

n Children spoke to the inspectors about the activities they took part in.
n Parents' feedback about the nursery was obtained through discussions with 

those available at the inspection and through written documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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