
Inspection of Kiddi Caru Day Nursery 
and Preschool
473 Wellingborough Road, Northampton, Northamptonshire NN3 3HN

Inspection date: 18 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and engaged in this friendly nursery. They are curious and 
confident to access a wide range of exciting resources and activities available to 
them. For example, babies learn to explore with their senses as they help to make 
dough. They strengthen their large-muscle movements as they mix ingredients 
with spatulas. They develop hand-eye coordination as they practise pouring oil and 
paint into mixing bowls. Older children are immersed in their creative play as they 
make instruments for their graduation celebrations. As a result, children develop 
their concentration skills and show good levels of engagement. 

All children have daily access to fresh air and outdoor play. Well-designed garden 
areas entice children outside, where they develop their fundamental movement 
skills, such as jumping, balancing, running, and climbing. Children giggle with 
excitement as they jump onto stepping stones and imagine a volcano erupting in 
their role-play games. Children play cooperatively and develop friendships with 
their peers. When faced with challenging situations, they work together to find a 
solution. For example, as small toy cars roll under a cabinet, children find long 
objects to hook them back out. This shows resilience and determination. Staff 
consistently support all children to share and take turns. Overall, children's 
behaviour is positive. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery curriculum is broad and balanced, which spans all areas of learning 
as children transition through the nursery. Young children are supported to 
develop close attachments with key staff, to help them separate confidently from 
their parents and main carers. As their confidence grows, they develop their 
social, communication and physical skills. The manager recognises the 
importance of children developing independence prior to moving on to school. 
For example, children practise dressing in their clothes for physical education 
sessions and serving their own food at mealtimes. 

n Staff gather important information from parents when children first join the 
nursery. Gradual settling-in sessions help staff learn about what children know 
and can do, to build on from the beginning. They assess children's development 
through progress checks, where next steps of learning are identified. Staff follow 
children's interests to engage them in activities that support their learning.  

n The key-person approach allows staff to develop trusting relationships with 
children. For example, babies seek staff out for comfort and reassurance, 
snuggling into their arms for cuddles. This demonstrates that children feel safe 
and secure in their care. 

n Overall, the quality of teaching is good. Staff's purposeful interactions with 
children during their play help to extend their learning. However, there are 
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inconsistencies in the interactions between children and temporary staff, who do 
not know children as well. This means that not all staff are fully aware of 
children's developmental progress and, as such, are not able to support 
children's learning to the highest quality.

n Children make good progress in developing their communication skills. Staff 
introduce new words to widen children's vocabulary as they play. For example, 
as young children catch bubbles in the air, staff say 'catch, pop, bubble'. 
Children have good access to books and enjoy listening to staff read stories. 
Staff are creative in the support they offer to children and families who speak 
English as an additional language. They implement the use of sign language to 
provide a visual method of communication for all.

n Parents are positive about their children's time spent at this nursery. They say 
children's transitions from each room are 'smooth' and children are well 
prepared with regular visits supported by their key person. However, although 
they value the parent's evenings with their children's key person, parents feel 
that more regular face-to-face communication would help to keep them better 
informed about their children's next steps in learning, so they can further 
support their progress at home. 

n The manager is reflective and offers continual training for her team. Staff benefit 
from regular supervisions and targeted professional development opportunities 
to help develop their roles and responsibilities. There is a positive support 
system in place for the manager. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff's safeguarding knowledge is secure. Safeguarding leads refresh their 
knowledge regularly to be confident in their role to support children and their 
families effectively. Team meetings and regular training ensure staff feel able to 
follow procedures, should they have a concern for children's welfare. Staff have a 
good understanding of safeguarding issues, such as child exploitation and extremist 
behaviour. Robust recruitment procedures help to deem staff suitable to work with 
children. Clear systems are in place to promote children's health and safety. Staff 
quickly respond to children's accidents to offer comfort and first aid. Staff organise 
mealtimes to ensure children with allergies and intolerances are kept safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide all staff with sufficient information about children's learning to help them 
make the most of their interactions with children

n develop ways to improve parent partnerships, so parents have more regular 
contact with their children's key person and feel more informed about their 
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children's learning progress.

Inspection report: Kiddi Caru Day Nursery and Preschool
18 July 2023 4



Setting details
Unique reference number 2638089

Local authority West Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10295712

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 100

Number of children on roll 149

Name of registered person The Childcare Corporation Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902737

Telephone number 01604 712098

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kiddi Caru Day Nursery and Preschool, in Northamptonshire, registered in 2021. 
The nursery employs 33 members of childcare staff. Of these, 26 hold relevant 
childcare qualifications at level 2 or above. The nursery is open Monday to Friday 
from 7.30am until 6.30pm, throughout the year. The nursery provides funded early 
education for three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachael Small
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of activities with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n A range of documentation was reviewed, including paediatric first-aid 

certificates. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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