
Inspection of Nature's Way Forest 
Kindergarten
Ludlam's Wood, Cattows Farm, Normanton Lane, Heather, Coalville LE67 2TD

Inspection date: 11 December 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive at this inspirational setting, created by dedicated staff. They can be 
heard exclaiming how happy and excited they are. Staff deliver a curriculum that 
has independence and life-skills at its core and which supports all children develop 
an eagerness to try things for themselves. Children learn how to check if their 
clothing is still dry and change it themselves when needed. They are motivated by 
staff's encouragement. Children hear that staff believe in them and how proud they 
are of their achievements. Children radiate confidence and determination 
throughout the day and develop the skills needed to be completely self-sufficient 
during routines. They work together using their previous learning to find the 
correct type of sticks and materials to light a fire, ready to cook the snack they 
have prepared. Children as young as two years old use their extensive small 
physical skills to make 'dragon sparks'. Children explain how and why it is so 
important to kneel in the safety position and always ask permission to enter the fire 
circle. Staff embed their behaviour expectations, which all children follow with 
ease, such as returning to the circle from play immediately when they hear staff 
say the catchphrase. 

Children become engrossed in the skilfully planned play and learning experiences 
staff provide, including role playing 'shops' in the mud kitchen area. Staff role 
model how they want children to interact with others. They help children to use 
their manners and explain clearly to others when they have not yet finished with a 
resource. Staff seamlessly adapt their practice to extend individual children's skills 
and knowledge during one activity. Younger children imitate key language they 
hear from staff, such as 'mix', and some older children are helped by staff to read 
letters and identify what 'lard' is. Meanwhile others develop their mathematical 
ability to measure and weigh food.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n All staff have consistently high aspirations for all children and know their 
individual needs incredibly well. Staff work together as a close-knit team to 
monitor children's learning. Staff continually identify and provide support to 
address any potential gaps in children's development or experiences. They share 
this information with parents and carers promptly, including during home visits, 
so they can further support children's progress at home. Parents comment their 
children thrive and say the staff's ability to indulge and inspire children is 
unmatched. 

n Staff support all children to make rapid progress in across all areas of 
development. They ensure, regardless of their starting abilities, that all children 
are fully ready for the next stage in their education. Staff demonstrate particular 
consideration when supporting children with special educational needs and/or 
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disabilities. They carefully adapt the broad and well-planned curriculum to 
ensure that every child can access the same high-quality learning opportunities. 
Children are seen to make rapid progress in their development. 

n Staff's teaching and interactions demonstrate their clear expertise in how 
children learn. They guide children to navigate through challenging physical 
obstacles in the forest, reminding them how to be mindful of their body when 
climbing, balancing and jumping to reach a fallen tree. Staff ask carefully 
constructed questions that help children solve problems and share their 
thoughts, such as how they could navigate to capture the imaginary dragon they 
are chasing. 'What a disaster, we need to put him in jail,' one child states while 
climbing a difficult high log. Staff commend them for inspiring their friends to 
climb higher too.

n Staff validate children's emotions and offer them ways to understand them and 
feel reassured. They explain new vocabulary that children can use to explain 
how they might feel at times, such as irritated, and help children to build open 
and secure friendships. Children all now have exceptional social skills. They show 
compassion, hugging others, and show a real interest in them, recalling previous 
learning to ask them what they have been doing and initiating vibrant 
conversations. 

n Staff place great emphasis on children learning a strong sense of themselves 
and the impact they can make on the community. Children use embedded 
learning about keeping the world clean and demonstrate to others who have just 
started which items must go in the recycling bin and which go in the compost. 
They explain the reasons for this, which they have learned from staff.

n Staff help children to become inquisitive about others and encourage them to 
share what makes them unique and create an ethos of community. Children ask 
one another questions about their culture, background and religions, even 
politely asking visitors why they have different colour hair. Parents comment that 
staff go above and beyond to be authentically inclusive, finding out about their 
families and bringing learning from this into the setting. Staff invite parents in to 
share their different roles and talents, such as how to play the drums and how 
to use different art techniques. 

n The setting is exceptionally well led. Leaders are passionate about supporting 
staff well-being and developing the highly experienced team even further, 
including undertaking their own professional development. They consider the 
impact on children's progress to determine relevant, tailored training and 
coaching for staff, such as providing training to learn more about how children's 
brain's function. Leaders work alongside staff, providing immediate feedback and 
support to maintain the excellent teaching observed and have created a 
completely reflective working environment. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Close attention is given by all staff to the safety of children. They teach children 
how to effectively keep themselves safe in the outdoor environment, so that they 
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recognise and avoid risks. Risk assessments are thorough, and staff are vigilant 
when checking the environment is a safe space for children to play, including 
securing the perimeter. Staff are aware of local safeguarding concerns and keep 
their knowledge and training up to date. They know the children extremely well 
and are aware of all the signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of 
harm. Staff are strategic on how they monitor children for any concerns to ensure 
they do not miss even the smallest detail. All staff have a deep understanding of 
safeguarding legislation and frameworks and how to apply this knowledge in their 
day-to-day practice. They know when and who to report any concerns to. The 
manager ensures the ongoing suitability of all staff.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2636719

Local authority Leicestershire

Inspection number 10295685

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 22

Name of registered person Discover Outdoors Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2636717

Telephone number 07903534055

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Nature's Way Forest Kindergarten was registered in June 2021 and is located in 
Coalville, Loughborough. The kindergarten employs seven members of childcare 
staff, of which, six are qualified at level 3 and above. It opens from Monday to 
Friday during school term times, closing for a week at Christmas and bank holidays. 
Sessions are from 9am until 3pm. The kindergarten also provides a holiday club for 
children aged 3 to 11 years old.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lora Teague
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The leaders and inspector conducted a learning walk together, discussing the 
learning intention for children and how the environment is arranged.

n The leaders and inspector observed and evaluated an activity.
n The inspector observed staff and children of all ages through the setting.
n The inspector held discussions with leaders regularly during the inspection.
n Parents' and carers' views were taken into consideration.
n A sample of documents were reviewed, including paediatric first-aid certificates, 

suitability checks, and safeguarding policies and procedures. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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