
Childminder report

Inspection date: 20 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have access to a wide range of stories and enjoy looking at books 
independently. They turn the pages one by one and spend time looking at each 
picture. Children often ask the childminder to read to them and they listen carefully 
to the story, developing a love of reading at a young age. Activities provided are 
planned around children's interests and next stage of learning.

Children are praised and given reassurance to enhance their self-esteem. They visit 
local groups in the community to develop their confidence when meeting new 
people. Children's behaviour is good. When children struggle to wait their turn, the 
childminder talks to them calmly and gently. She explains to children the 
importance of waiting and taking turns with their friends. Therefore, children 
develop important social skills.

Children learn about being healthy. They demonstrate their knowledge when they 
discuss how often they should brush their teeth and they share experiences of 
visiting the dentist. They enjoy practising their teeth brushing skills during an 
activity. Children are proud to show off their clean white teeth when they have 
finished. They demonstrate an understanding of the importance of oral health.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Following on from the COVID-19 pandemic, the childminder observed that 
children struggled to control their emotions and did not have the social skills 
they needed to play and interact with others. Therefore, she has implemented a 
curriculum for her setting that focuses on children's personal, social and 
emotional development. She supports children to understand their emotions and 
teaches them how to share with their friends, developing important skills for 
later life. 

n During play, children's language skills are well supported by the childminder and 
she introduces new vocabulary regularly. For example, when children play at 
being doctors, the childminder teaches them the names of different parts of the 
body. She uses her own body to explain what an elbow is and children learn 
new words such as 'syringe'. They repeat the word and continue to use this in 
their play, demonstrating a strong understanding. 

n The childminder provides children with low-level storage and a range of 
resources and activities that they can access independently. This encourages 
children to choose activities that interest them, which supports their 
engagement. However, the childminder does not always provide adult-led 
activities that inspire and motivate children to join in. This means that 
sometimes, children do not always engage well and develop their skills to their 
full potential. 
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n The childminder provides children with opportunities to revisit past learning. This 
gives children a chance to practise skills they have previously learned and 
embed knowledge so that they remember and use it for their future learning. 
For example, children talk about the caterpillars that they kept at the setting. 
They watched them grow and learned about life cycles. Children remember parts 
of the life cycle of a butterfly and the new vocabulary they learned, such as 
'cocoon'. The childminder uses this activity to extend children's learning and she 
teaches them about healthy and unhealthy foods.

n Children enjoy spending time outdoors, exploring activities in the garden. The 
childminder provides a range of physical activities as well as pens and paper for 
mark making. However, she does not consistently encourage children to explore 
their natural surroundings, such as learning about wildlife and the environment. 

n Children learn new mathematical language throughout their play. During stories, 
the childminder encourages children to represent numbers using their fingers 
and measure different sizes using their hands. This gives children a good 
understanding of early mathematical concepts. 

n Parents are extremely happy with the care their children receive at the setting. 
They compliment the childminder on her excellent communication and are 
grateful for the regular feedback she provides. Parents receive weekly 
information regarding children's learning as well as daily updates about their 
children's care needs. This means children are provided with learning at home 
and at the setting that is focused on their planned next steps, giving them the 
support to make rapid progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has attended a variety of child protection training as well as 
designated safeguarding lead training. She has an excellent knowledge of how to 
safeguard young children. She can discuss the signs of abuse and neglect and she 
records all concerns. When needed, she reports concerns to the local authority to 
safeguard children and families. The childminder can recognise the signs of 
radicalisation and knows what to do if a child is being exposed to extremist views. 
She is aware of her responsibility to report all concerns about a member of her 
household or another professional to the local authority designated officer. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance activities and teaching to inspire and motivate children consistently and 
extend their learning

n strengthen the learning experiences even more to further support children's 
curiosity in the natural world.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2622710

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10260144

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 9

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2021 and lives in Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, where 
she works with a co-childminder in her own home. She operates all year round 
from 7.30am to 5pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family 
holidays. The childminder holds qualified teacher status and offers free early 
education funded places for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Vikki Reynolds

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
setting. 

n The childminder joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspector about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.
n Parents shared their views on the setting with the inspector. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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