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Lanes
The Lane Primary School, Meadow Lane, Chilwell, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 5AA

Inspection date: 14 March 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy to see staff when they collect them from their classroom to take 
them to the club. Children confidently put their belongings away in the cloakroom 
area and settle down on the carpet area together for the register. They listen for 
their name and give a hearty 'good evening' to announce they are present. 
Children are fully engaged with the wide range of interesting and exciting activities 
on offer. They are instantly attracted to the lentils with jugs and colanders. They fill 
and empty the receptacles and comment on how soft the lentils feel as they drizzle 
them through their hands.

The children thoroughly enjoy being physical outdoors in all types of weather. They 
blow and chase bubbles and engage in an energetic game of football. Children 
make  play dough with staff and then add herbs to change the dough's smell. They 
comment on the sticky texture. Staff encourage children to consider ways to alter 
the dough's texture and suggest adding more flour. Children respond well to staff's 
high expectations for their behaviour. They stop and listen to instructions when 
staff shake a tambourine. Children have lovely friendships and have wonderful 
conversations together. For example, children cuddle each other as they line up to 
go outdoors.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are genuinely happy in their roles and report that they are well supported 
by the senior management team and the appointed well-being officer. They 
receive regular supervisions to review their performance and identify any 
training they may benefit from. Recent company training on behaviour 
management had a positive impact on staff practice. Staff feedback that they 
now have a better understanding of why children sometimes need to let off 
steam.    

n Staff give careful consideration to the layout of the club. Children enjoy sharing 
books together and read together in the intimacy of a small tent. Art activities 
are popular and well presented, with additional resources to stimulate children's 
creativity. Children learn about artists, such as Peter Blake. They make badges, 
like this artist wears, to depict things they enjoy. There is a wide range of toys 
and resources, which are accessible for children to access independently. 

n Staff create a positive and welcoming environment for children. They are highly 
attentive and give each child individual attention throughout the session. Staff 
constantly join in with children's games and play. They sit alongside children as 
they use knives safely and carefully to cut real vegetables. Staff get down to 
children's level as they explore sea creatures in a water tray. They consistently 
offer praise and encouragement to promote children's self-esteem and build 
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their confidence.  
n Staff promote healthy eating. They provide a superb variety of well-balanced 

food choices, including a selection of fruit and salad vegetables. Mealtimes are a 
relaxed and sociable event with staff and children chatting freely with each 
other. Children demonstrate awareness of good hygiene procedures as they 
wash their hands prior to eating.

n Staff act as positive role models and provide gentle reminders, such as 'If I'm 
speaking you listen to me and if you are speaking, I am listening to you', 
promoting conversational skills and turn taking. Children roll a 'question dice' to 
prompt communication and language. For example, they ask, 'If you were an 
animal, what would you be?' Staff praise children for good sharing. Children take 
responsibility for tidying equipment before going outdoors to play. Children 
behave exceptionally well in the club.  

n Staff have excellent relationships with the host school and work effectively in 
partnership with the school staff. They share information about individual 
children's learning and how the club can complement this through activities. This 
ensures continuity in care between the school and the club. 

n Parents comment positively about the club. They say their children enjoy 
attending and exploring the variety of activities on offer. Parents say they feel 
informed about their children's experiences. On collection, children show they 
have enjoyed the club as they are reluctant to leave, commenting they are 
having too much fun. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team go above and beyond to ensure that staff have a 
permanent reminder of all things safeguarding. Each staff member has their own 
'at a glance' reference guide to all things relating to safeguarding. This includes 
signs and symptoms of abuse and who to call in the event of any safeguarding 
concern, including if they have a concern about a colleague. Staff make regular 
head counts to ensure they have the correct number of children. Staff support 
children to know the rules in club that keep them safe. For example, children are 
reminded they must not go beyond the line around the perimeter of the room 
without consulting an adult. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2621544

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10264531

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 7

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 89

Name of registered person The Lime Trees Group CIC

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532825

Telephone number 07766773723

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Lime Trees at The Lanes registered in 2020. They operate from The Lane 
Primary School in Beeston, Nottingham. The club employs four members of staff, 
the manager holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 3. They provide 
before- and after-school care. The breakfast club operates from 7.30am until 
8.50am, and the after-school club operates from 3.10pm until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sharon Alleary
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the out-of-school club received since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic 
with the manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the club. 

n A meeting was held with the manager, head of education and the operations 
manager. 

n The inspector reviewed a sample of documents, including evidence of paediatric 
first-aid training.

n The manager, head of education and operations manager welcomed the 
inspector and showed her around the club. 

n The manager discussed with the inspector the resources and activities provided 
for children. 

n The inspector observed play opportunities for children indoors and outdoors. She 
spoke to staff in the setting. 

n The inspector spoke to children and parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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