
Childminder report

Inspection date: 26 April 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children develop a good awareness of mathematical concepts. For example, they 
learn to understand which objects are heavier than others. They explore this during 
a game that requires a certain weight and size of car or train to operate fully. 
Children begin to use mathematical language in their play and point out when 
things are too small or too big. They have a wealth of opportunities to learn about 
nature and to explore outdoors. They care for the household pets and also learn 
about living things, such as slow worms, when they visit the allotment. Children 
help to plant, tend and harvest crops, which enables them to understand where 
their food comes from. 

Children enjoy pretend play and making food for others. They use tools to mix and 
make a pretend roast chicken dinner for the childminder to enjoy. They vocalise 
what they are pretending to eat. The childminder introduces words such as 
'delicious' to further increase language development. Children build good levels of 
independence for their age and work together to tidy away toys to their correct 
place. Children giggle with delight as they instigate a game of chase. They show 
increasing skill and awareness of their surroundings as they run, avoiding bumping 
into each other. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder plans her home environment effectively to enable children to 
make independent choices about their play. This means that they follow their 
interests in what they would like to do. The childminder is secure in her 
knowledge of each child's learning styles and developmental needs. She uses 
this information successfully to help all children gain the skills and competencies 
they need to learn next.

n The childminder recognises the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on children's 
learning. She plans the curriculum effectively to support children's 
developmental needs. For example, she plans visits to local groups and 
amenities to strengthen children's confidence in different surroundings. 

n The childminder understands that learning has a sequence. She knows that 
children need to securely embed each step in the sequence, in their own ways 
and at their own rate. The childminder takes the lead from children and is 
guided by them, at their pace. This helps children to move on to what they need 
to learn next in a successful way.

n Children learn to manage their behaviour with support from the childminder. 
They begin to understand how to share with their friends and to show kindness 
and consideration. The childminder is calm in her approach, uses differing tones 
in her voice and offers gentle guidance. However, on occasions, the childminder 
is not consistent in explaining to children why they should not do something. 
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This does not help to further increase their understanding about the possible 
consequences of their actions and the impact of these on others.

n The childminder fosters effective relationships with parents, who report that her 
communication with them is 'excellent'. They comment that they 'hear all about 
his day and what adventures he got up to' and about the childminder's very 
professional approach.

n Children take great interest in playing games together with the childminder. For 
example, they repeatedly push the lever on the board game hippo, showing the 
small-muscle skills needed to enable them to lift the hippo's head and catch the 
balls. This helps to build on their social skills and playing with others.

n The childminder attends training to keep her knowledge of early years relevant 
and up to date. She liaises with others in the same profession and recognises 
the importance of exchanging developmental information with other 
professionals, where needed. This helps to provide consistency in learning for all 
children. 

n The childminder enhances children's awareness of their community and the 
wider world through immersive experiences. For example, they attend local 
groups to build on their social skills and visit the childminder's allotment and 
other nearby amenities. Children take part in age-appropriate activities that 
increase their understanding of similarities and differences.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a secure knowledge of child protection and the correct 
procedures to follow in the event of a concern. She understands differing cultural 
practices and the indicators of these. The childminder risk assesses her home and 
the activities that children take part in effectively. Children learn to take risks in 
safe surroundings. For example, they use the slide and climb onto the garden 
chairs with care. The childminder is always on hand to support children without 
attracting their awareness. This enables them to build their confidence but to 
remain safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consistently provide children with explanations about the consequences of their 
actions to further increase their understanding of managing their behaviour.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2611605

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10281047

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 4

Number of children on roll 5

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in February 2021. She lives in Littlehampton, West 
Sussex. She operates her service Tuesday to Friday, from 7.30am to 5pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Penticost

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
provision.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises her 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for their EYFS curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector through written 
testimonials.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Childminder report
26 April 2023 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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