
Inspection of Academy Day Nursery
Academy Day Nursery, 21 Bestwood Park Drive West, NOTTINGHAM NG5 5EJ

Inspection date: 2 July 2024

Overall effectiveness Inadequate

The quality of education Inadequate

Behaviour and attitudes Inadequate

Personal development Inadequate

Leadership and management Inadequate

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is inadequate

Staff are kind to children and understand their role in keeping children safe. 
However, many of the staff team are new, including the manager. Staff do not yet 
know children well enough to plan high-quality learning experiences that meet 
children's needs. Recent changes to staffing arrangements have resulted in children 
not having a consistent key person. This means that children's individual care and 
learning needs are not met.

Routines and activities are often poorly organised. As a result, children spend large 
amounts of time sitting and waiting for something to happen. At times, they 
become bored and restless. Staff do not support children to develop positive 
attitudes to learning. Children are not encouraged to use their communication skills 
to express their thoughts and feelings. Children who are disadvantaged or who may 
have gaps in their learning suffer the most from weaknesses in the quality of 
education. Some children do not speak during activities and receive only 
supervisory attention from staff.

Leaders have identified some areas for improvement accurately, but effective action 
has not yet been taken to address these. Leaders know the parents whose children 
attend the nursery well. They use additional funding effectively to support families 
and to provide visits to the pantomime or local parks. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff do not provide appropriate support for children who speak English as an 
additional language. They are not aware of the languages children speak at 
home. Staff do not help children to understand new vocabulary so that they can 
understand the routines of the day. Children who speak English as an additional 
language often do not communicate at all for long periods of time and are not 
encouraged by staff to develop their spoken language skills effectively.

n Staff do not identify and act on concerns about children's development promptly 
enough. Currently, not all children who may require additional support are 
getting the help they need. As a result, some children are not making 
appropriate progress in their learning.

n Staff do not help children to develop their communication and language skills 
effectively. Most children do not talk to each other or staff and are silent as they 
play. Weaknesses in staff support for children's communication skills hinder 
children's progress.

n Planning for children's learning does not take into account what children already 
know and can do. Staff do not work effectively with parents to establish 
children's starting points. Staff are not always clear about what they want 
children to learn. Plans for children's activities are not age-appropriate. Staff 
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working with babies under the age of two discuss planning for children to 
identify colours and numbers. This does not focus on the key language skills that 
young children need to learn. As a result, children are not receiving a curriculum 
which is tailored to their developmental needs.

n Routines and children's activities are not well organised. Children have to wait 
for staff to organise snacks and resources for lengthy periods of time. This 
means that a significant amount of time is wasted for children, during which 
they learn to stay quiet and occupy themselves instead of being involved in 
meaningful activities.

n Staff working with children do not understand their individual needs. During the 
inspection, staff were unclear as to the sleeping arrangements for a baby and 
were not sure who the child's key person was to check this. Following changes 
to staffing, leaders have assigned less-experienced staff as a key person to 
children who need the most support. As a result, children do not receive the 
guidance they need from staff, and the arrangements for the role of the key 
person are not effective.

n Leaders have implemented a training programme and supervision meetings for 
staff. Staff say that they are well supported by leaders and describe how they 
feel able to discuss any concerns they may have with them. However, staff are 
not clear on what they need to do to improve their practice. Staff are confident 
to talk about the training they have received but have not been supported, at 
this stage, to link this to how they can further develop their teaching. The 
systems in place for the coaching and training of the staff are not yet effective.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
ensure that the arrangements for the 
role of the key person meet children's 
individual needs

04/08/2024

provide effective coaching and training 
for staff in order that they understand 
how to improve their practice

04/08/2024
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ensure that staff work with parents to 
find out about children who speak 
English as an additional language in 
order to support children's language 
development effectively

04/09/2024

support the development of all children's 
communication and language skills 
successfully through positive and 
engaging interactions with staff

04/09/2024

act promptly to identify those children 
who may have gaps in their learning and 
implement effective strategies to support 
their future development

04/09/2024

work alongside parents, to identify what 
children know and can do, and use this 
information to plan an appropriate 
curriculum that matches children's 
learning needs

04/09/2024

ensure that planning for children's 
learning activities and routines is sharply 
focused and well-organised so that all 
staff understand their roles and 
responsibilities. 

04/09/2024
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2608939

Local authority Nottingham

Inspection number 10309770

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 8

Total number of places 56

Number of children on roll 56

Name of registered person Academy Day Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2608937

Telephone number 0115 9797800

Date of previous inspection 10 August 2023

Information about this early years setting

Academy Day Nursery registered in 2020 and is situated in Nottingham. The 
nursery employs six members of childcare staff. Of these, one holds an appropriate 
early years qualification at level 6, two hold level 3 qualifications and one holds a 
level 2 qualification. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions 
are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jude Simpson
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual/registered individual about 
the leadership and management of the nursery.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024

Inspection report: Academy Day Nursery
2 July 2024 7

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

