
Inspection of Crewe Nature 
Kindergarten
Main Road, Weston, CREWE CW2 5LD

Inspection date: 17 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at nursery with big smiles on their faces. They are greeted by 
warm, friendly staff at the door. This helps children to feel content, safe and 
secure. Children confidently leave their parents and settle to play quickly with their 
friends. They are happy and behave well.

Children form good attachments with their key person and other adults in their 
room. They make independent choices of what they want to play with from the 
exciting resources that are set out for them. Babies squeal with delight as they 
explore flour and dough. Toddlers show excitement as they catch toy fish in the 
water play. Pre-school children are curious as they mix paint to see what colours 
they can make. Staff support children's physical skills well. Pre-school children 
engage in completing a daily mile every day. They have great fun in the outdoor 
environment, riding bicycles, acting on the stage and telling stories on the 
storytelling chair.

Children's interests are planned for through play-based activities, such as water 
play, small-world animals, wooden train tracks and bird spotting, which helps to 
motivate and excite them to learn. Staff have identified that the COVID-19 
pandemic has had an impact on children's social skills. As a result, children benefit 
from focused group times to develop turn-taking and sharing.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager designs an ambitious curriculum based around children's interests 
to engage children in their learning. Staff incorporate all areas of learning 
through carefully planned activities. For example, children enjoy playing in the 
water play, singing, counting and catching toy fish. This motivates children, 
helps to build their self-esteem and ensures all children make good progress. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well supported. 
Staff have strong links with outside agencies and devise targeted plans of 
support for each individual child. This ensures they make good progress. 

n Outdoor learning is a high priority. Staff provide many rich learning experiences 
for the children. Children confidently explore the outdoors by digging in the mud 
kitchen, playing in the den and planting vegetables in the allotment. This helps 
to support children's coordination, physical development and understanding of 
the world. 

n The nursery staff support children's communication and vocabulary development 
through teaching them nursery rhymes and singing songs. However, staff do not 
always ask open-ended questions or consistently model good language 
effectively, to ensure children make the best possible progress with their 
language development. 
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n Routines are well developed across the nursery. Children wait patiently at the 
table for their food to be brought to them. Toddlers develop the skill of using a 
spoon to serve their own portion of hummus. However, pre-school children do 
not develop the skills they need to competently feed themselves using cutlery, in 
order to prepare them for school.

n Leaders and staff know the children well. They seek information about every 
child when they start attending the nursery through an 'all about me' booklet. 
This provides an opportunity for the staff to get to know the children's likes and 
dislikes to support them effectively. It also ensures that staff gather information 
on any needs the children may have, such as allergies. 

n Parents are very positive about the nursery and the communication they receive 
from the staff. They value being able to come into the nursery to collect their 
children at the end of the day. They are happy with the progress their children 
are making. Parents enjoy attending the community events the nursery hosts, 
such as the coffee mornings and the stay-and-play sessions. Partnership with 
parents is a strength of the setting.

n The dedicated manager is passionate about staff training and professional 
development. They ensure all staff have regular supervision sessions and can 
access a broad range of training. This supports staff practice and well-being and 
helps to identify any additional training needs. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff demonstrate a thorough knowledge and understanding of 
the policies, procedures and actions they need to take to keep children safe. They 
are aware of the possible signs which may indicate a child may be at risk of harm. 
They know the local procedures to follow to report any child protection concerns. 
Staff feel confident with the procedures to follow if they have a whistle-blowing 
concern. They undertake daily risk assessment checks to ensure the nursery 
remains a safe place for children. Staff are trained in paediatric first aid. Rigorous 
plans are in place for children who have allergies. This helps to ensure all children 
are safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n promote children's language and communication skills by consistently modelling 
vocabulary and asking open-ended questions

n encourage children's independence during mealtimes with regards to supporting 
and teaching children how to use their cutlery.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2598277

Local authority Cheshire East 

Inspection number 10251487

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 122

Name of registered person The Village Nursery Group Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902162

Telephone number 01270 691196

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Crewe Nature Kindergarten registered in 2020. The nursery employs 24 members 
of staff. Of these, 20 hold early years qualifications between level 2 and level 6. 
The nursery operates from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, for 51 weeks of the 
year. The nursery receives funding to provide free early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Yvonne Glaister
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk to discuss the intent 
of the curriculum.

n Discussions were held with the manager and staff members.
n The inspector observed the quality of education and the impact this had on the 

children's learning.
n The inspector gathered the views of parents about the nursery.
n The inspector and manager carried out a joint observation of a group activity.
n The inspector reviewed a sample of documentation, including staff suitability 

checks.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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