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The quality of education Outstanding
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Personal development Outstanding
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Overall effectiveness at previous
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children demonstrate a clear sense of belonging. They are happy, settled and have
strong bonds with staff. They are excited to see familiar adults on arrival at the
setting and happily separate from their parents and enter the setting. Children
benefit from interactions with the staff who are extremely responsive to their
needs, wants and interests. Staff effectively supervise, interact and listen to the
children to ensure they feel heard, safe and reassured. All children benefit from
language-rich environments with lots of discussion, songs and stories. For example,
babies delight in exploring a sensory activity of all different textures, based on one
of their favourite stories. Slightly older children are amazed at a painting activity
where they use toy animals to mark make and excitedly point at the footprints on
the paper. Children demonstrate fascination as they engage in a variety of activities
supported by staff members who effectively question and extend their learning.

Children demonstrate extremely positive attitudes to learning and are highly
motivated learners. They are inquisitive and demonstrate an eagerness to take part
in activities and learn. They are excited to talk about skills they have previously
learned. For example, a child talks about how they used tools to create a vehicle at
the woodwork table and proudly shows off what they have made. All resources are
easily accessible, which provides the children with the ability to direct their own
learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Children's speech and language development is prioritised in the nursery, and
staff are highly skilled at supporting children to acquire language. Staff
effectively communicate with the children and each other, using stories, songs,
rhymes and music to support children to acquire and use language.

B Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported
extremely well. Staff build collaborative relationships with other professionals
and work closely with them to put extra support in place to enhance their
learning. The nursery routine is carefully planned and implemented to support all
children to take part. Subtle changes are in place to meet children's individual
needs.

m Staff are passionate, dedicated and skilled. They use a variety of observation
and teaching methods and take time to get to know each individual child and
support them to make exemplary progress. They have an excellent knowledge of
their individual key children and how to best support them to reach their full
potential.

B Managers have a clear focus for the setting and use research and new initiatives
to continually reflect on practice and drive improvements. The setting's
curriculum is carefully planned and embedded, and all staff work together to
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implement it, which ensures children receive high-quality care and education.

B Partnerships with parents are highly effective. Parents share extremely positive
comments, both verbally and in writing. They comment on how the setting
communicates effectively with them by using a variety of communication
methods, and they feel well informed about how their child is doing and the
progress they are making.

m Staff confidently extend children's mathematical thinking through planned
activities as well as spontaneous ideas that come from the children's interests.
The staff ask questions to encourage children to think, problem solve and use
mathematical language. For example, at lunchtime, children count how many
scoops of lunch they have put on their plate. Children count how many candles
are on the birthday cake, and they talk about 'more' and 'less' when looking at
quantities.

m Children's growing independence is encouraged and supported during their time
in the setting. Staff carefully plan what they want children to be able to do
independently as they progress through the different rooms in the setting. They
build on these developing independence skills at each stage, with the overall aim
of providing the children with a strong sense of independence for the future.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have an in-depth knowledge of how to safeguard the children in their care
and know what to do if they have a concern about a child. They confidently name
the setting's designated safeguarding leads and explain what they would do in her
absence or what to do if they felt as if their concerns were not listened to and who
they would contact. The setting's designated safeguarding leads are highly
knowledgeable about the procedures they would follow if there was a safeguarding
concern raised to them. All staff attend regular safeguarding training to ensure
their knowledge is kept up to date. Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks
are carried out for all staff, and the manager asks the staff questions during their
supervisions to check their ongoing suitability.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2592744

Local authority Essex

Inspection humber 10249184

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection Oto4

Total number of places

Number of children on roll 61

Name of registered person Carousel Day Nursery & Pre-School Limited
Telephone number 01277 632362

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Carousel Day Nursery & Pre-School Limited registered in 2020. It is located in
Billericay, Essex. There are 12 members of staff working at the nursery. Of these,
the manager holds early years teacher status, six staff hold relevant qualifications
at level 2 or above. All the remaining staff are working towards relevant
qualifications to at least level 3. The nursery is open each weekday, from 7am to
7pm, all year round. It receives funding to provide free early education for two-,
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jessica Whiteley
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector viewed all areas of the provision and discussed the safety and
suitability of the premises.

B The manager led the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about what they want children to learn.

m Children shared their views with the inspector.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation together.

B Parents provided the inspector with oral and written feedback.

B The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability
of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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