
Inspection of Dancey's Daycare
Overseal Pavilion, Woodville Road, Overseal, Swandlincote DE12 6LU

Inspection date: 5 December 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children in this setting are enthusiastic from the moment they arrive. They develop 
good relationships with each other. The children play together cooperatively, share 
their toys and take turns. Children give each other a cuddle to say goodbye before 
leaving and they suggest ideas of how to play together the next time they are in 
the club. Children enjoy playing games and spending time with the manager. They 
talk about their day at school or exciting things they have done at home. The 
manager gets to know the children very well. Children are provided with lots of 
toys that they enjoy playing with. For example, children enjoy colouring, crafts and 
playing. Children also have opportunities to play with new things, including 
magnetic tiles and role play toys. Children are able to safely explore their play 
space and make choices.

Children behave very well. They explain the rules of the club to visitors, such as no 
running or shouting indoors. They also remind each other of the rules to keep 
themselves safe, for example being careful when walking outdoors so they do not 
slip. Children use good manners when they are provided with healthy snacks and 
drinks. They understand the importance of washing their hands before they eat. 
The older children are helpful in the setting. They help to set up the tables for 
snack. They offer to help the younger children when learning the rules of new 
games to play together.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager develops an environment in which children feel safe and secure. 
Children confidently ask the manager for help when they need it, for example 
when pouring a drink or reaching for a toy. Younger children get reassurance 
from the manager. This may be through a cuddle or her encouraging words. 
Children state that the manager 'helps them to solve problems'. This supports 
them if there are any friendship issues or they have had difficulty at school or 
home.

n Children enjoy playing together inside and outside. The manager enables 
children to follow their interests and choose what they want to play with. This 
helps them feel valued. The manager encourages children to take turns and 
ensure no one is left out. For example, children enjoy writing stories and 
working together to draw pictures. They listen attentively to each other and 
praise each other for their stories being funny or ask, 'What happens next?'

n The manager makes sure that the layout of the room enables all children to 
access it, and is suitable for all ages and abilities. Activities are available for 
everyone throughout the week. This helps children to build on their play ideas 
together over a period of time. Children also develop their self-esteem, as they 
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show respect for each other and other people's ideas.
n Children follow instructions well. They know they must follow the rules and 

routines of the setting. For example, children take off their coats and hang up 
their bags on arrival. They also help each other to put on their high-visibility 
jackets for the school run when asked to do so.

n The manager tries to provide children with opportunities that are different to 
those they have at school. In dry weather, she encourages children to spend lots 
of time outdoors. She knows the importance of physical exercise. Children are 
also encouraged to play games together. This is because children do not always 
have time or opportunity to do this at home and school.

n The manager works closely with the children and their families. She listens 
carefully to the children and sets clear expectations. The manager provides clear 
information to parents about routines and procedures in place. This ensures 
children are safe when going outside to the toilet or when they are being 
collected. However, the manager does not always involve the children or parents 
in the evaluation of the setting or get their view on how to improve.  

n The manager takes responsibility for the effective running of the setting. She 
ensures that any staff are competent before being left in charge of the children. 
She ensures that she has the capacity to meet the needs of the children. This is 
through constant risk assessment and training. She identifies the need to 
continuously review processes within the setting, such as the outdoor toilet 
procedure, to ensure that children are safe.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager is aware of the signs and symptoms of abuse. She knows how to 
record and report any concerns she has. She knows how to work together with 
external agencies for advice. She knows how to report allegations against her or a 
staff member. The manager supports children and families to understand the risks 
of online abuse and those associated with the use of technology. She is aware of 
safer recruitment procedures. She applies effective risk assessments to the 
premises. The manager is aware of the 'Prevent' duty, county lines and domestic 
violence. She attends regular safeguarding training.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2590618

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10249161

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 10

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person Dancey, Rachael

Registered person unique 
reference number 2590620

Telephone number 07809777879

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Dancey's Daycare registered in 2020 and is located in Swadlincote, Derbyshire. The 
setting opens Monday to Friday during school term time. Sessions are from 7.30am 
to 9am and 3.30pm to 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Donna Edwards
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager and the inspector discussed how the activities are designed and 
how she supports children in their personal development.

n The inspector observed the children and interactions with the manager during 
activities indoors and assessed the impact this has on children.

n The inspector spoke with the manager, children and parents during the 
inspection.

n The inspector reviewed a sample of documentation, including the suitability of 
staff and first-aid qualifications.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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