
Childminder report

Inspection date: 22 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled in the childminder's care. They eagerly involve the 
childminder in their play. New children benefit from supportive settling-in 
arrangements. The childminder adjusts these to meet children's and parents' 
needs. Children receive lots of cuddles from the childminder, particularly if they 
become tired or upset. This successfully supports children's emotional well-being 
and they are quickly soothed.

Children are well-motivated to play and learn. The childminder understands how 
each child prefers to play and about their individual interests. Children make 
choices in their play and independently access toys. New children confidently 
explore drawers and boxes where the play equipment is stored. They quickly 
become familiar with the childminder's expectations and routines. Children gain 
good levels of independence and learn to manage their personal care routines. This 
includes learning about good hygiene routines.

The childminder provides children with a good range of opportunities to be 
imaginative. Children pretend to serve meals and drinks in the role play kitchen. 
The childminder helps them to understand that it is 'just pretend'. She helps them 
to extend their imaginative play, for example modelling sounds for pouring cereal 
into a bowl and making a drink.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has successfully addressed actions raised at her last inspection 
and is committed to making further improvements to her practice. She 
completes regular training to keep her knowledge and skills updated. Recent 
training has helped her to deepen her understanding of children's thinking 
processes and how these influence their behaviour. The childminder supports 
her assistant to ensure they understand their role and responsibilities. 

n The childminder has developed her partnership working with parents. Parents 
speak positively about the service that she provides. The childminder gathers 
detailed information about each new child from their parents before children 
start so that she can plan for their individual learning needs from day one. 
However, she does not consistently liaise with other settings where the new 
children also attend, to ensure that she has a fully comprehensive picture of 
children's learning needs from the outset.

n The childminder has a secure knowledge of child development and how young 
children learn. She skilfully uses her observations of children and analyses these 
to identify what children already know. This helps her to identify where to 
prioritise children's learning next. She has designed her education programmes 
to help children to build on their knowledge and skills over time. Teaching is 
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good. However, the childminder overlooks some opportunities to further extend 
learning and help children to make the best possible progress.

n The childminder skilfully supports children to progress in their communication 
and language development. For example, she carefully listens to the language 
that children use and provides good language models to extend their vocabulary 
and sentence construction. Toddlers clearly explain their needs and wishes using 
two words. They listen attentively to what they childminder says and answer 
simple questions. Older children learn about language to express how they feel. 

n The childminder provides children with a good range of opportunities to develop 
their mathematical knowledge. This includes opportunities for matching, sorting, 
colour recognition, number language and counting skills. Children develop a love 
of books and enjoy using the illustrations and their own words to read a story. 
Younger children understand that images can represent objects and have a 
meaning. This supports their early reading skills well.

n Children behave well and the childminder helps them to understand about rules 
and boundaries. For example, older children learn that there are times when 
adults make the decisions and the reasons for the rules. Children enjoy the 
regular praise and encouragement that the childminder provides them with. This 
supports their confidence and self-esteem effectively.

n The childminder supports children's health well. She makes careful risk 
assessments to ensure that children are safe when they play in the sun. She 
works with parents to ensure that children's lunch boxes are healthy and 
nutritiously balanced. The childminder follows good hygiene routines.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder carries out daily checks on the premises to ensure children play in 
a safe environment. She knows how to prepare food safely to help reduce the risk 
of choking and supervises children well. The childminder attends safeguarding 
training to keep her knowledge and skills up to date. She trains her assistant in her 
safeguarding policy. The childminder and her assistant have a good understanding 
of the signs and symptoms of abuse and know what to do and who to contact if 
they have any concerns about a child's welfare. They know who to contact should 
they have concerns about the conduct of another childminder or childcare provider.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n reflect further on teaching and planning to identify how to further challenge 
children in their learning

n develop links with staff at other early years settings that the children attend, to 
share information and build the strongest picture of children's learning and 
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development from the outset.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2589685

Local authority Dudley 

Inspection number 10204308

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 2

Date of previous inspection 23 July 2021

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2020 and lives in Netherton, Dudley. She provides 
care on Monday to Friday, from 7.30am until 6pm, all year round, except for family 
holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate childcare qualification at level 3. 
She receives funding to provide free early years education to three-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anne Dyoss

Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk together. The 
inspector observed teaching practices and considered the impact these have on 
children's learning.

n The inspector held discussions with the childminder, her assistant and the 
children, and read the written views of parents.

n The inspector sampled some of the setting's documentation, including 
qualifications.

n The childminder and the inspector completed a joint observation of an activity.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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